
 

January 31, 2014 
 
Ms. Shawn McKee 
Environmental Senior Specialist 
NCDENR Division of Waste Management Solid Waste Section 
1646 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1646 
 
RE: Transfer Trailer Leakage Inspection and Control  

East Wake Transfer Station - Permit No. 92-33T 
 Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
Dear Ms. McKee: 
 
On behalf of Wake County, Smith Gardner, Inc. (S+G) has prepared this response to a Notice 
of Deficiency (NOD) (Attached) regarding leaking transfer trailers.  As a follow up to our 
recent site meeting on January 14th, we agreed that site personnel may resolve this issue 
through operational changes and increased monitoring which is also consistent with the 
conditions of the NOD repeated below as follows: 
 

 All transfer trailers need to be inspected to insure that they are leakproof1; and 
 

 A contingency plan must be developed to address times of inclement weather which 
results in unusually high precipitation to insure that leachate draining from the waste 
is contained within the leachate collection system. 

 
Therefore, we offer the recommended revisions to the Operations Plan and Procedures 
Manual (OPPM) that is currently under review for permit renewal.    
 
Proposed Revisions 
 
S+G and Wake County have jointly determined that an additional section be included and 
entitled “Transfer Trailer Maintenance Procedures”  in the OPPM.  The proposed section is 
as follows: 
 
 

                                                      
1 Please note that the Regulatory Reform Act of 2013 (House Bill74/S.L 2013-413) signed into law on August 23, 2013, states the 
following: 
 
“SECTION 59.2(b) Collection and Transport Rule. – Until the effective date of the revised permanent rule that the Commission 
for Public Health is required to adopt pursuant to Section 59.2(d) of this act, the Commission and the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources shall implement the Collection and Transport Rule, as provided in Section 59.2(c) of  
this act. 
 
SECTION 59.2(c) Implementation. – Notwithstanding any provision of the Collection and Transport Rule, the Commission shall 
not require vehicles or containers used for the collection and transportation of solid waste to be leak-proof; however, they may 
require that these containers be designed and maintained to be leak-resistant in accordance with industry  
standards“ 



Ms. Shawn McKee 
January 31, 2014 
Page 2 of 3 

“3.4   Transfer Trailer Maintenance Procedures 
 
The proper maintenance of incoming and outgoing transfer trailers shall be monitored to 
insure compliance with solid waste management regulations.  Each trailer shall be 
maintained and monitored in accordance with trailer manufacturer’s recommendations.  
This process must be maintained by the facility personnel including the operator, drivers, 
and support personnel. 
 

3.4.1 Pre-Loading Inspections 
 
Prior to all transfer trailers being pulled in to the transfer station pit area (ie. “the 
tunnel”), the following visual inspection will be performed by the driver or site 
personnel: 

 
1. Check to see if current trailer is marked for maintenance.  If so, the trailer will 

be taken out of service until the proper repairs can be made; 
2. Ensure that the rear door seal is clear of any debris or obstructions; 
3. Check that trailer seal is intact and adequate to contain potential leakage (ie. 

No chips, rips, or premature cracking or degradation); 
4. Ensure that trailer door is jacked or racheted closed; and 
5. Perform a visual inspection (walk around) of the trailer to look for holes, 

cracks, missing bolts, or other integrity issues associated with the body of the 
trailer. 

 
If any deficiencies are noted, site personnel shall report any issues to the site 
manager.  In the event, the site manager determines the trailer may need repair, it 
will be marked for maintenance and taken out of service until the proper repairs are 
completed. 
 
3.4.2 Loaded Inspections 
 
Once the transfer trailer has been loaded and compacted, site personnel shall  
inspect the trailer inside the pit (the containment area) for signs of leakage.  If  
leakage is observed, the following steps will be followed:  

 
1. Pull trailer forward to the front of the pit so additional trailers can be filled; 
2. Observe the location of the leakage and note any deficiency in trailer integrity 

causing the leak.  If a deficiency in trailer integrity is present, site personnel 
shall report any issues to the site manager.  In the event, the site manager 
determines the trailer may need repair, it will be marked for maintenance, 
unloaded, and taken out of duty until the proper repairs are completed; 

3. Trailers will be allowed to sit inside the pit as time allows and as necessary to 
allow leakage to subside.  If the leakage does not subside, the trailer will be 
pulled around to the back (entrance) of the pit area or to a designated transfer 
trailer storage area where the leakage can be observed and collected; and 



Ms. Shawn McKee 
January 31, 2014 
Page 3 of 3 

4. Once no leakage is observed, the trailer will be pulled out of the pit and 
prepared for transfer to the South Wake Landfill. 

 
3.4.3 Pre-Transport Inspections 
 
Once each trailer has been moved from the pit area and is placed in the staging area, 
the potential of leakage may occur.  Therefore, site personnel and or drivers will 
perform the following tasks upon staging each trailer and prior to leaving the site:  

 
1. Position the trailer so that any liquids present inside the trailer will drain 

toward the rear; 
2. If it is raining or rain is expected, the trailer shall be immediately covered; 
3. The trailer with be observed periodically for any potential leakage that may 

develop.  If a deficiency in trailer integrity is present, site personnel shall 
report any issues to the site manager.  In the event, the site manager 
determines the trailer may need repair, it will be marked for maintenance, 
unloaded, and taken out of service until the proper repairs are completed; and 

4. In the event leakage is identified at the end of the day, loaded transfer trailers 
shall be stored undercover in the pit area or on the transfer floor (within the 
containment areas).” 

 
Wake County is prepared to revise the Operations Plan and Procedures Manual as proposed 
above upon NCDENR review and approval.  We appreciate your assistance in this matter and 
hope that this will satisfactorily resolve the current NOD.  If you have any questions or 
require additional information, please contact us at (919) 828-0577 or by email below. 
 
Sincerely, 
SMITH GARDNER, INC. 
 
 
 
Don M. Misenheimer     Stacey A. Smith, P.E. 
Project Scientist x 224      Senior Engineer x 127 
don@smithgardnerinc.com     stacey@smithardnerinc.com  
 
Attachment  – Notice of Deficiency (7/24/13) 
 
cc:   Dennis Shackelford, NCDENR 

Donna Wilson, NCDENR 
 John Roberson, P.E., Wake County 
 Johnny Beal, Wake County 
 Lee Squires, P.E., Wake County 
 Fred Battle, City of Raleigh 
 Tommy Smith, Stafford Transport 
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