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K. EMERGENCY/ DISASTER DEBRIS  

 

9.0 General 

 

In case of emergency or natural disaster, Wilkes County will operate an Emergency/Disaster 

Debris processing area.  The processing area consists of 10-acres located in the existing borrow 

area west of the active landfill facility as shown on Drawing No. OP-01.  The 

Emergency/Disaster Debris processing area will only be operated as a result of an emergency or 

natural disaster as determined by local, state, and/or federal government.  The County will 

contact the Division Environmental Senior Specialist, Field Operations Branch of the Winston 

Salem Regional Office at (336) 771-5095 prior to the placement of any debris in the processing 

area and when the processing area is closed.   Closure shall be within six months of initial receipt 

of debris.  

 

9.1 Processing 

 

Accurate records of incoming emergency/disaster debris shall be kept at the scale house.  These 
records should differentiate between emergency/disaster debris and loads of other permitted 
waste. 
 
The processing of emergency/disaster debris will consist of staging, storage, and processing of 
vegetative and demolition debris.  
 
Debris will be segregated into areas consistent with the processing that will take place: 

 

• Yard and garden waste, silvicultural waste, untreated and unpainted wood waste as 

defined in Section I.7.0 of this Operations Plan will be ground in the Emergency/Disaster 

Debris staging area and moved to the Type 1 Yard Waste Composting Facility and 

handled in accordance with Section I of this Operations Plan.  Should the Type 1 Yard 

Composting Facility reach capacity the County will compost in the Emergency/Disaster 

Debris staging area in accordance with the Section I of this operations plan;  

 

• White goods and tires will be stockpiled in the Emergency/Disaster Debris staging area in 

accordance with Section B.2.4 of this Operations Plan and moved to the facility white 

goods and tire collection areas as soon as feasible and/or space is available; 

 

• Inert debris such as concrete, brick, and asphalt will be stockpiled in the 

Emergency/Disaster Debris staging area for use at the facility.  Unused inert debris will 

be placed into the MSW landfill located at the facility; and 

 

• Disaster debris not consisting of materials as listed above or unable to be ground in 

accordance with this Operations Plan will be placed into the MSW landfill located at the 

facility. 
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Debris will be removed from the emergency/disaster debris processing area in a timely manner.  

No debris will remain in the processing area six months from the initial placement of debris. 

 

9.2 Stormwater Control 

 

Stormwater in the staging area of the Emergency/Disaster Debris will be managed such that 

runoff is diverted from stockpiles and/or composting areas. 

 

 
End 

 






