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April 13, 2009 
 
Mr. Jim Giauque 
Blue Ridge Paper Products 
PO Box 4000 
Canton, North Carolina 28716 
 
Subject: Approval Letter – Post-closure Use of Landfill 
  Blue Ridge Paper Industrial Landfill 

Haywood County, Permit #44-06, Document ID No. 7136 
 
Mr. Gladden: 
 
The Division of Waste Management, Solid Waste Section received a request (DIN6815) for the 
installation of a one megawatt (1MW) solar farm on top of closed cells at the Blue Ridge Paper 
industrial landfill (Permit # 44-06).  The request and installation plan was submitted on your 
behalf by FLS Energy and was received in the Asheville Regional office on February 12, 2009. 
 
Post-closure use must not disturb the integrity of the cap system, base liner system, or any other 
components of the containment system, or the function of the monitoring systems unless 
necessary to comply with the requirements of these systems.   
 
The Installation Plan indicated the photovoltaic (PV) array will be installed on top of closed 
landfill units covering approximately 7.8 acres of Cell 6-B Lower and 2.9 acres of Cell 6-C 
Lower.  The PV array will be installed on above-ground concrete foundations with all wiring 
contained in above-ground conduit or cable trays.  Access to the PV array will be via the existing 
road bed used when the landfill was in operation.  Also, according to the closure drawings, there 
are no monitoring wells in close proximity to the proposed PV array.  Therefore, it appears the 
solar farm and the associated structures would not disturb the integrity of the cap system or other 
components of the containment system.  Based on this information, the change in post-closure 
use would not violate the previously mentioned use restrictions. 
 
The proposed plans do not appear to be in a buffer that is integral to the monitoring, assessment, 
or remediation of the existing landfill, or in a location that would compromise public health or 
safety. There appears to be adequate open space such that groundwater monitoring wells or other 
measures could be used for environmental monitoring, should conditions dictate such a response. 
It is, of course, incumbent upon Blue Ridge Paper and its consultants to provide adequate 
monitoring of explosive gases in structures at the landfill, if necessary, and to ensure safety of 
the public and workers during construction and operation. 
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This letter serves as an approval of the conceptual plan as presented.  The owner should notify 
the Section of any significant changes to the approved plans, and must provide the Section a 
copy of final as-built locations and design of the landfill property.  In addition, solar farm 
emergency procedures for, at a minimum, fire and inclement weather should be added to the 
Operations Plan for the facility and submitted to the Section. 
 
If you should have any questions regarding this matter please contact Allen Gaither at (828) 296-
4703, or by email at allen.gaither@ncmail.net . 
 
      Sincerely, 
      
 
 
 
 
      Edward F. Mussler 
      Permitting Branch Supervisor 
      Solid Waste Section  
       
  
 
Cc: Michael Shore – FLS Energy 

Allen Gaither – SWS/ACO 
Andrea Keller – SWS/ARO 
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