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Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point 
Transfer Station Operational Plan 

  
Section 1.0 Waste Received 
 
The Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Transfer Station receives a typical cross—section of 
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW), and also separately collects and transports “painted and/or 
treated wood”. The following waste types are specifically excluded from acceptance at the 
Transfer Station: 
 

1. Asbestos 
2. Wastewater Treatment Plant Sludges 
3. Hazardous Waste 
4. Liquid Waste 
5. Medical Waste 
6. Animal Carcasses 
7. Yard Debris 
8. Tires 
9. Scrap Metal 
10. Land Clearing and Inert Debris Waste 
11. Any other waste type excluded by the Division of Solid Waste Management 

 
Approximately 8,000 tons of waste is received annually at the Transfer Station. The waste is then 
trucked to the Tuscarora Landfill for disposal. 
  
Section 2.0 Excluded Wastes 
 
Wastes that are excluded from acceptance at the Transfer Station are managed under other 
MCAS waste programs (e.g., the Qualified Recycling Program, the used of the MCAS Cherry 
Point Land Clearing and Inert Debris Landfill, and the Hazardous Waste Management Program). 
Each solid waste dumpster on base is labeled with the following information to prevent dumping 
of unacceptable materials and the dumpsters are inspected on a monthly basis to ensure that the 
dumpster do not contain prohibited items by the Unit’s Environmental Coordinators. 
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Section 3.0 Service Area & Method of Transfer 
 
The Transfer Facility utilizes a hopper system for the MSW. During filling, the transfer trailer is 
located on the 75’ X 43’ concrete pad directly under the hopper. The concrete containment pad is 
bermed on three sides, and is equipped with a drain. The MSW collection vehicles (front loaders, 
rear loaders, and roll—off type trucks) dump their waste into the hopper and the waste then falls 
into the transfer trailer (i.e., the waste is not dumped onto a tipping floor) . A separate container 
is used to collect and transfer the “painted and/or treated wood”. 
 
Water is routinely used at the Transfer Station for wetting down the MSW and for rinsing down 
surfaces that have come into contact with the MSW. The Transfer Station is also washed down at 
the end of each working day. A leachate collection system is installed at the transfer pad with an 
oil-water separator, a pump station and force main to the sanitary sewer outfall. 
 
Once a transfer trailer becomes full and is fully compacted, the transfer trailer is transported to 
the Tuscarora Landfill. The driver provides the weight ticket to the Government for record 
keeping purposes. The transfer trailers are properly covered when transporting waste. 
 
Generally, two to five transfer trailers of MSW are transported to the Tuscarora landfill each 
working day, and two to five containers of “painted and/or treated wood” are transported each 
week. The first MSW transfer trailer of the day generally leaves for Tuscarora landfill prior to 
mid—morning; and, to ensure that the last trailer reaches the Tuscarora landfill prior to closing, 
the last MSW transfer trailer of the day generally leaves for the Tuscarora landfill during the 
mid—afternoon. 
 
Section 4.0 Hours of Operation 
 
The transfer station is open Monday – Friday from 7:30 am to 4:00 pm. Due to the nature of 
operations at MCAS Cherry Point (e.g., sudden deployment, permanent change—of—stations, 
and after—hours military functions), a transfer trailer is staged under the hopper within the 
containment pad 24 hours/day, 7 days/week for emergency unexpected after hours operations use 
by the Facilities Maintenance Department. In the event that this transfer trailer is filled by the 
end of the working day, the transfer trailer remains staged under the hopper until the next 
morning. 
  
Section 5.0 Access and Security Requirements 
 
MCAS Cherry Point is a secure station and only authorized personnel are granted access. 
Therefore, the Transfer Station is not available for use by the general public. The Transfer 
Station is available to station personnel for MSW and “painted and/or treated wood” which has 
been generated on—station. A contractor occupies the Transfer Station during normal working 
hours. Because of the nature of operations at MCAS Cherry Point (e.g., sudden deployment, 
permanent change—of—stations, and after—hours military functions), the Transfer Station may 
be used after hours by station personnel and during weekends and holidays. 
 
Section 6.0 Vector Control 
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The hopper is washed down routinely during the working day to control odors and to prevent 
flies and insects from using the surfaces of the hopper as a breeding ground. The hopper and the 
containment area are washed down at the end of every working day. 
 
Full transfer trailers are tarped to prevent waste from becoming wind borne, to control odors, and 
to prevent flies and insects from using the MSW as a breeding ground. To ensure that waste 
deposited after—hours is properly contained, and is therefore not an available food source for 
rodents, a transfer trailer is staged under the hopper within the containment pad. 
 
Section 7.0 Wind Control 
 
To prevent waste from becoming wind borne, the MSW is wetted—down during the transfer of 
the waste from the waste collection vehicle, through the hopper, to the transfer trailer. Any 
scattered or blown waste is collected at the end of each working day and loaded into a transfer 
trailer. 
 
Section 8.0 Compliance with Other Environmental Requirements 
 
Transfer Station operations and maintenance activities comply with all applicable environmental 
requirements. 
  
Section 9.0 Fire Control Policy 
 
The Transfer Station is located at MCAS Cherry Point, and is therefore covered by three fire 
stations. Additionally, hose bibs, one of which is located at the top of the Transfer Station, can 
also be utilized on small fires. 
 
Section 10.0 Equipment 
 
The following equipment is available for use by the transfer facility; 
 

1. Transfer trailers (with compaction rams) 
2. Hose bibs with hoses 
3. Telephone 

 
Section 11.0 Signs 
 
A sign is posted at the Transfer Station that states; 
MCAS Transfer Station 
Permit #25—lOT 
No public dumping 
No liquid waste 
No hazardous waste 
No asbestos 
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Section 11.0 Stormwater Treatment and Management 
 
A leachate collection system is installed at the transfer pad with an oil-water separator, a pump 
station and force main to the sanitary sewer outfall. 
 
 
Section 12 Proposed Life of Facility 
 
It is anticipated that the Transfer Station, because it is a necessary component of the base 
infrastructure, will continue to operate for the life of MCAS Cherry Point. 
 
Section 13.0 Points-of-Contact 
 
Regulatory Point-of-Contact: MCAS, Cherry Point, Environmental Affairs Department 
(252-466-3631) 
Operational Point –of-Contact: MCAS, Cherry Point, Facilities Support Contracts 
(252-466-4750) 
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