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E N G I N E E R I N G  H Y 

November 7,2008 

Mr. Allen Gaither 
NC DENR 
Solid Waste Section 
2090 US Highway 70 
Swannanoa, NC 28778 

Subject: Application for Treatment and Processing Facility, Transfer Station Operations Plan, and 
Permit Modification 
Permit No. 1 0043-T 
Yancey-Mitchell Transfer Station 
Yancey County, North Carolina 

Dear Mr. Gaither 

Please find the attached Transfer Station Operations Plan with figures and a letter from Yancey County 
stating that the site is not zoned, 

This letter requests a permit modification to the Transfer Station Permit No. 100-03-T in accordance with 
the enclosed Operation Plan. In addition to the permit modification, this letter and attachments serve as a 
permit application to operate a treatment and processing facility for land clearing debris near the Transfer 
Station. 

Thank you for your assistance and please let me know if you need any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Dow, P.E. 

enclosure: 

cc wl enclosure: 

Transfer Station Operations Plan 
Yancey County Zoning Letter 

Michele Lawhern -Yancey County Manager 

AGaither
New Stamp
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September 5,2008 
Vmcey G o u n ~ ~  Norti1 Cwoliara AIQ~nont Envircmmental, Inc. 

To the best of my howledge, aRsr &arou& ;ihvesfigatioai 1 eoncur with the h~formation eot~tai~aed in or 

accomp~ying thrs cedific im. 
$ 1  

To the best of my hiowledge, after thoroug11 ~nvestigatlon, I concur wi5h the information cotltained in or 

accompanying this certificatiarr. 

i; sfer Stlfian Opaator 
Services of NC, LLC 

To the best of my howledge, after thorough investigation, IL concur with the k~ fo t l~~a t io~~  contah~ed in or 

Paul Dow, P.E. fly PdgL-QV'  
AItanlont Environmental, Inc. /8~j1111 l\\\\\\' 
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Yallcey County, North Carolina Altan~o~it Environmental, Inc. 

INTRODUCTION 

This plan has been developed as guidance for operations of the Mur::cipai Solld Waste (MSW) arid 

Constntc"con and Deinolition Solid Waste (C&D) Transfer Statron (Trarisfer Station) located at 661 

Landfill Road, Burnsvilie in Vancey County, North Caroli~la (CounQ). This plan I-ras been preparecl in 

accordance with the requirements of the North Carolina Depai-tmel~t of Envlronn~ent and Nati~ral 

Resources (DENR), Division of Waste Management. Solid Waste Management Krrles codified under Title 

1 5 4  Chapter 13, Subchapter El of the Mot-th Carolina Ad~ninistrative Code (1 5A NCAC 13B). This piail 

rspiaccs :kc 1994 So lid ,$$7GAtz ,T;v;isfd,d ~ ~ c r ~ l ; ; r ;  at:f:g ProCCdUres prep:rrcd by McCi?l 

Assoctates, f".P,. Gorrsultlng bnglneers. 

The prlrpose of this plat1 is to provide the owner (County) and operator (Repttblic Services, LLC) will1 a 

reference doculnent that includes necessary information and procedures for properly operating the 

Transfer Station and co~iiplying with the applicable rules coiicen~ing transfer stations. The plan addresses 

the following issues: 

Waste acccptallce criteria; 

Facility operations; 

Erosion control requirements; 

Drainage control and water protection; 

Disease and vector control; 

Signs and safety requirements; 

Access and security requirements; and 

Facility inspections. 

All personnel involved with the tnanagement or supervision of the facility will be required to review the 

Operations Plan and to nlaintain the facility in conformance wit11 the applicable requirements. A copy of 

the Operations Plan will be kept at the Transfer Station at all times. 
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Operations Plan; Uancey Cou~lty Transfer Station September 5,2008 
Yancey GounQ, North Carolina Altamont Environmental, 111~. 

-. 
1 he Transkr Statron area 1s approximately two miies nonh of rhe ialtersection of Nor-ih Zaroiiiia Wighway 

80 and US Highway i 9E. The address is 66 l Landfill Road, Burnsi;ilie, Norti1 Carolina 28714. Figure 1 

provides a site location map. 

The property on wlliclz the Transfer Station is located includes a mixture of land uses. ln the vicinity of 

the Transfer Station, the Corinq curre~~tly operates a !andfill gas-to-er~ergy fa,cility, a shooti~lg range, a 

treatm~ient and processing area for land clearirrg debris, and ~naintains closed la~ldfill areas. Figure 2 

provides a site cjiizgraili siio-wiiig tjle loc&loiis oft]le facility operatioils. 

Tile primary service area for the Tra~isfer Starion is Varlcey and Mitcl~ell Counties. Primarily, the 

Transfer Station will accept MSW and C&D origi~iating from either county. 
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Operations Plan; Uancey County Transfer Sta"Lon September 5,2008 
Uancey County, North Carolina Altamont Environmenbl, Inc. 

The facility is owned by Mitchell and Yallcey Counties, rnailaged by Yancey County, and operated by 

Republic Services of NC, LLC. Waste is traz~sported froill the Transfer Station to the Foothills 

Environn~ental Lai~dfili located in Catdwell Coun?, Norllz Carolina. 

'The Transfer Station propelZji is secured by a locking gate that biocks access to the site after closing each 

day. The North Toe River provides hrther isolation of tile properry to the north. 

NOllnili -noIk;rig 1 - - -  --- r . "L- '" ---- ";- C",.": -..- 7 nn 
9 rrvlir s roi LLIL- 1 i a l l b ~ ~ j l  i ) ~ c i ~ l O i i  a14 I :VV a.iii. to 4:00 p.m. Mortdc?j/. 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 - p. . Ix .  n% 

Tuesday through Friday, and 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Saturday. The facility is closed on Sunday and the 

following holidays: New Year's Day, Independence Day, Tlzalzksgiving Day, and Cl~ristmas Day. The 

schediile is subject to announced changes, as deemed necessary by the County. 

Tlie Transfer Station operations consist of a scale and a pre-engineered metal building with a single 

loading bay. All vehicles conveying MSW and G&D are weigiied upoll entry and exit from the facility. 

Tlie metal building is constructed on a concrete slab sloped to direct water that comes into contact wit11 

solid waste into an onsite collection tank. Incolning waste fi-om vel~icles bearing MSW and C&D sl~ould 

be deposited directly onto the tipping floor. A rttbber-tired loader should be used to push tlie waste from 

the tipping floor into a trailer parked in the adjacent loading bay. The bucket on the loader must be 

equipped with a cornpression molded rubber cutting edge to protect the Transfer Station floor from 

damage. 

Refuse too iarge or otherwise not suiiabit: for ttar~sfer ill itailei-s slioiild be reduced iii size by tlie ivastc 

generator so that it can be safely transfewed by the County or its contractors. 

In addition to the Transfer Station operations related to MSW and C&D, several activities are conducted 

at the facility. Automobile batteries are stockpiled on a pallet located on the concrete slab adjacent to the 
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Operations Plan; Vancey Counly Transfer Station Septe~nber 5,2008 
Uancey County, North Caroli~la Altamont Environmental, Tnc. 

scale house. When a pre-determined arnottnt of batteries has been accun~ulated, the County notifies Tri- 

State Balteries. This company removes the batteries from the facility and recycles the usabie materials. 

White goods 311d metals are stored I11 a location adjacent to the Transfer Station. Land clearing debris is 
at a designated location south oftl;c t----f-.- -+-.4-;-*- "---;M;diYrr. T h n  n n o r o t n r  rhal l  ri;rort tho 

a -1 a1131Lil 3IClLIWll UUILU 1 1 5  1 L i b  V V W l U l V r  oIIU11 U I L a r V L  LIXV 

placement of stlch materials to the appropriate location. 

The facility is owned by Mitchell and Uancey Counties, managed by Uancey County, and operated by 

Rep~lblic Services oEI.jC, LLC. Two enipivyees ~ertiiled by the Solid Waste Association 0-fP40i-tii 

America (SWANA) are assigned to the Transfer Sta t io~~ for routine operations. Typically, these inclrrde 

a,, ,, ,,,,.,-,,t , , L , I , , ~ I , , ~ ,  ,,,,, v,J,,,t,, ,, 2nd a Transfer Sta t io~ inanager. These e~nployees musf he properly trained i n  

basic safety procedures and inspection of illcoming wastes (refer to section 6 ,  "Inspection and 

Acceptance of Wastes"). Training inaterial published by the SWANA, should be utilized for initial 

training of onsite personilel and as part of continuiilg education. 

The Transfer Station must be staffed during all operating hours by at least one testified operator. 

However, two certified etnployees must be onsite if required for health and safety reasons. The operator 

 nus st perform all work in a safe manner. Work not requiring two employees for I~ealth and safety reasons 

can be conducted with one einployee provided a second certified and qualified employee is available 

within a 60-minute drive time of the Transfer Station. 

@, INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE OF WASTES 

Access to the Transfer Station must be colltrolled by properly trained employees. Waste screening should 

first take place at the scale house near the entrance of the facility. As the contents of collectio~l vehicles 

are weighed, the scale attendant should inquire about the colltents of the waste and visually inspect the 

container. Inspections should be conducted on a random basis. Approximately 1% of the waste stream 

should be thoroughly screened in order to determine its contents. Inspectiotis sfiould colicentrate on 

commercial and industrial generators. A "Waste Inspection Form" should be used to record all 

screenings. Records should be kept of rejected wastes. 
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Operations Plan; Yancey County Transfer Station September 5,2008 
Uancey CounQ, No~$h Carolina Altamont Enviro~zmental, Inc. 

Land clearing debris destined for the Treatl~ent and Processing area shall be stumps, trees, limbs, bri~slz, 

unpai~zted and untreated wood; and other rlaturally occurring vegetative material. Similar debris, s~ich as 

leaf collection operations? is not permitted. The g1ace:ne::"lf ?aid clearing debris shall be restricted to 

the slnalfest area feasible and cortzpacted as densely as practical. The land clearing debris will be grounld 

a11d1or removed from the Treatmelit and Processing area prior to the volume of the debris exceeding 6,000 

cubic yards, or approximately seven feet in height. 

If unacceptable wastes are found, the driver of the vehicle wili be instructed to leave the facility. If 

unacceptable wastes are inadvertei~tly dulnped oi~to the tipping floor, t l ~ e  waste will be reloaded onto the 

vehicle and re:nove.i from !!ze site. Exa;??p!r"~ ~f ~111accept~bie W ~ S T P S  i l ici i ide l m ~ a r d i i ~ i ~  wasres (defined 

by ISA NCAC 13A), polji chlori~iated bipI:erty! (PCEs as defined i:? 40 CFE;",.76!), liquid wastes, wastes 

prohibited or required to be recycled by local ordinance, used oil, yard trash, white goods, antifreeze, 

whole scrap tires, ~tledical waste, lead acid batteries, sludge, asbestos-containing material, animal wastes, 

and contai~~ers that are either snioking or emitting noxious vapors. The Operator ~iiust notify a Regional 

Waste Management Specialist or Regional Environmental Technician wit11 the DENR vcrithin 24 hours of 

receiving non-permitted waste. 

If a burning or slnoldering load is discovered upon arrival at either the scale house or the tipping floor, the 

attendants will not allow discharge of tlie waste. The vehicle operator must be advised to move the 

vehicle to a safe area as directed by facility staff. The load must then be discharged at that location. The 

local fire department shall be summoned in all cases. If the load is burning wood, it should be 

extinguisl~ed by ttse of an approved fire extinguisher or appropriate soils. If the burning material is not 

wood, tlleti facility staff shall inonitor the situation until arrival of fire departnlent perso~l~lel. Once the 

fire has been extinguished and the cause deterlnined, the load should be placed into the trailer for 

disposal, if appropriate. 

If hazardous waste is identified in vehicles arriving at the Transfer Station or while on the tipping floor, 

person~lel shall immediately notify the driver and, as appropriate, contact the DENR and the County 

E~llergency Management personnel. If such an event occurs, the public and untrained County personnel 

must be kept away from the area until E~nergency Management personnel clears the scene. Available 
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information concerning the waste should be provided to the emergency managelnellt personnel by the 

cer-tified operator. 

Ro,dii;le LLSe TS T- - - CC^ O"-"".- 
I ralrs:er SLCL:ULI MCY eskabiish ai-coiiiit~ st the Transfer Statio:~. S~CI:  r,sers wo:ild 

typically include buiidirlg contractors, private I~aulers, and private citizens. Parties responsible for these 

accou~lts may be required to sign Waste Transfer Agreerner~ls with the County. The purpose of these 

agreelilents is to reduce the amout~t of u~iacceptabie waste brorrgh"ro the Transfcr Station and to 

indernni% the Cou~lty against the costs that tnigllt be associated with hinproperly deposited materials. The 

agreements, which are filed at the scale I~o~tse, state that the sigi~atories will deliver only acceptable MSW 

and C&D to the faciIity. 

If any usefa of the Traiisfer Station dwelops a pattern of deceptive waste ide::tificatio~? in order to 

circumve~ll proper regulation, the DZNR must be notified within 24 hours of atteinpted disposal and 

i~~forined as to the type of inaterial and the I~auler so that follow-up investigations can be conducted, if 

necessary. 

Access to the Transfer Station is controlled by a locking gate at the entry. During operating hours, site 

personnel control access. As veliicles arrive at the Transfer Station, site personnei will direct drivers to 

position the vehicle at the correct unloading location once there is sufficie~~t room to maneuver 011 the 

concrete tipping floor. When the contents of the vehicle are emptied, the driver will be instructed to move 

the vehicle away from the tipping floor and exit the Transfer Station. The tipping area will allow for two 

trucks to dunlp simultaneously. Directional signs should be located at the facility to aid traffic control. 

Incoming waste must be transported to the Transfer Station in covered or enclosed vehicles, or in open 

pickup trucks. Outgoing transfer trailers must also be covered or enclosed. Througl~out and at the end of 
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Operations Plan; Uancey Coun-ty Transfer .- Station Septeinber 5, 2008 
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each working day, facility personnel should police the faciliw for litter. Collected litter should be placed 

in containers for proper disposal. 

A treIliii aloiig tlie southeast edge of the tipping floor, \V'-.+-- - r - r - . x * - - .  1 1  t;nn ; t 4 ~  rIva;rt $ f l n ~ x i ~  V Y  C L I b '  s r ,  ., , .A,.'.,, I ,"  .. 0 

by graviQ to an onsite storage tank located approximately 20-feet south of the tippitlg floor. The trench 

drains will be clealled out daily following tlie cleanup of the Transfer Station floor. Additionally, a catch 

basin on the i~orkhwesicrii portion of the facility collects mnoff fiors-r the truck bay area. This runoff is 

conveyed to one of two existing storage tanks to the north of the facility. On a periodic basis, determined 

by actual water accuinulation, a local septic tank pulllpirlg service empties the tanks arzd hauls the water 

for proper disposal. The County is responsible for morlltorinp the tanks and notifying the septic waste 

hauIcr uhcn disposal Is necessary. 

At preser~t, approximately 82-tons per day are expected at the Transfer Station. As needed, the tipping 

floor will be cleaned and rinsed. In no case will MSW and C&D be left on the tipping floor ovemight. 

Trailers containing MSW and C&D will be allowed to sit overnight on tlie facility grounds outside the 

Transfer Station bnilding, provided they are covered. In no case will a trailer be allo+ved to remain onsite 

for Inore than 48 hours after filling. 

Daily removal of waste in conjunction with daily housekeeping procedures is required by the DENR and 

effectively prevents development of vector related problems. The tipping floor and trailer parking areas 

are constructed of relatively impervious concrete, which can be readily cleaned. Waslidown of the 

surfaces also helps prevent vector problems. 

Sirice co;ieciioii transfei- vehicles trwel at Ilow speeds ofi pa-vred roads, sig:lif callt dust is 

generated at the facility. The certified operator must provide adequate portable hand-held fire 

extinguishers for tempora~y fire constraint. Fire protection will be provided by the local fire department, 

which has been apprised of conditions and operations at the facility. In the event that a fire occurs, the 

local authorities must be notified immediately. The telephone n~ullibers of local fire, police, ambulance, 

and hospital facilities must be posted in and around the facility. If a fire were to occur at the facility, 
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Elnergeilcy Management personnel will be notified im~nediately by calling 91 1. DENR should then be 

notified by telephone on the next working day and written notification will be submitted within 15 days. 

Waskewater generation is ~niilllnized by the metal roofed building that covers the tippil~g floor and 

Loading bay. Wastewater flow at the Trallsfer Station co~isists of small volumes of washdown water. As 

stated previously, this water is collected by sloping the t ippi~~g and loading floors to trenches in the floor 

and stored in a tank until it is transpor-led offsite for disposal. 

Areas adjacent to the 'Transfer Station are graded to direct stormwater away from the facility. Paved areas 

near the Transfer Station are aiso slopcd in order to achieve the same end. Gutters and downspouts are 

also positioned on the building to divert discharge of stormwater into natural or constructed drainage 

ways. The certified operator should periodically inspect these features to confirm their quality and 

f~~nction. Problems sliould be noted and reported to the County. 

9. ZONING 

The County does not have zo~iiiig regulations. 

7, ~ o u t i n e  niainienance i n ~ ~ e c t i o ~ i s  of tlie facility iiiiist be corrducted oii ii daily, basis by a ccrtificd operator 

and docuniented on a monthly basis. Tile inspections should document the condition of the site (e.g., 

roads, scales, Transfer Station, erosion control features, litter, etc.) as well as operational issues. At a 

mitiimum, the inspections include the following items: 
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Transfer trailers 

Building and foundations 

Retaining wall and push walls 

Fire ex~l:guishers 

Elec"Erica1 systems 

Floor drains and yard hydrant 

Woad conditions 

Scale and scale house 

Drainageways (natural and constructed) 

Recordkeeping 

If ~t,nsatisfactoy co~;ditions are noted daring an ir?spectio:l, or h.1 -J anv - Transfer Station personnel at 27=/ - - J  

other time, the concerns inust be reported to the Yancey County Manager. If threats to either human 

safety or the environlnent are ide~ltified, imlnediate action must be taken to rectify the situation. If 

necessary, operations at the Transfer Station should be suspeiided temporarily until the proper corrective 

actions have been taken. 111 tlie unlikely event of a severe accident, the proper autliorities must be notified 

and offsite support requested. 

If conditions, sucl? as icing at the Subtitle D landfill or on the 1.1ighways between the landfill and the 

Yancey County Transfer Station, require that receipt of MSW and C&D cease at the Transfer Station, 

then the operatiolis contractor lnust notify the Yancey County Manager immediately. If such ~lotificatioii 

is not properly received, then the operations contractor will be responsible for any ensuing regulato~y 

violations or operational costs. 
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Michele P. Eawhern, Counq Manager 

John Renfro, Chairman 
Freddy Penland, Commissioner 

CEU COUNT%T Dean Wicks, Commissioner 

--- 
County Courthouse, Room I1 - B~tn~sville, North Carolina 287 14 
PHONE: (828) 682-397 1 FAX: (828) 682-430 1 

August 22,2008 

To Whom it May Concern: 

There is no zoning in the unincorporated portions of Yancey County. The Town of 
Burnsville, Vancey County's only incorporated municipality has zoning; however, that is 
the only pa1-t of the County that does. 

If there are any further questions about this matter, please feel free to call the County 
offices at 828/682-397 1.  

Respectfully, 

Mi4 el . Lawhern 
~ a n i e y  b u n t y  Manager 


