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February 28, 2011 
 
 
 
Mr. Charles T. Gerstell 
Environmental Senior Specialist 
NCDENR 
Mooresville Regional Office 
610 East Center Avenue, Suite 301 
Mooresville, NC  28115 
 
Re: Post-Closure Compliance Audit 
 Gaston County – Biggerstaff Landfill 
 Gaston County, North Carolina 
 Olver/CHA Project Number 20102.06/21420 
 
Dear Mr. Gerstell: 
 
Given the inference that was made during the compliance audit of the above referenced facility that the 
Division of Waste Management, Solid Waste Section (SWS) was going to issue Notice of Violation(s) 
(NOV) related to landfill gas monitoring and the model airplane landing strip, the County would like to 
reiterate its position and summarize documentation regarding facility post-closure compliance.   
 
First, the County is adamant that it has complied with the Post-Closure Conditions contained in the Letter of 
Closure dated December 11, 1991 from the Division of Solid Waste Management (see Attachment A). The 
County has performed inspections of the landfill for distressed vegetation and observance of odors (which 
may indicate the presence of methane gas); conducted bar-hole punch surveys, surface sweeps, and gas 
monitoring of groundwater wells; and has conducted inspections of cap integrity (the facility is well 
maintained as acknowledged by your comments to staff during the audit) (see Attachment B).  Through these 
actions, the County maintains that it has and continues to comply with the intent of Rule .0503(2)(a) and is 
unaware of any post-closure conditions related to landfill gas at this facility that could cause significant harm 
to the environment or risk to the public health.  In addition, this facility has been in post-closure for over 20 
years, under supervision and monitoring by the SWS.  It is difficult to understand why this matter was just 
recently brought to the County’s attention if there was a potential issue of noncompliance or question 
regarding risk to the public. 
 
Secondly, in regards to the model airplane field, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) was obtained in January 
1994 for its development and operation that included a Public Hearing process.  The Planning Board 
reviewed the application for CUP and found that “the proposed use will not materially endanger the public 
health if located where proposed and developed according to plan” (see Attachment C).  The location of the 
air strip has been noted on the site layout figure included as a part of the groundwater monitoring reports 
submitted to the SWS (see Attachment D).  Again, it is difficult to understand why this use is now considered 
to be in noncompliance with post-closure requirements for the facility.  
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The County would like to request a meeting with the SWS (at your earliest convenience) to discuss this 
matter in further detail prior to the SWS taking any formal action.  Please coordinate directly with me
(704-527-3227) or Marcie Smith (704-922-0267).  It is the County’s desire to resolve this matter in a manner 
that is consistent with applicable closure requirements, the history of the facility, and protection of public 
health and the environment. 

Sincerely,

OLVER INCORPORATED

Robert C. Sallach, PE 
President

RCS/det

Attachments

cc: Ray Maxwell (w/o attachments), Gaston County 
Marcie Smith (w/o attachments), Gaston County 
Larry Frost (w/attachments), NCDENR – Asheville Regional Office







Biggerstaff Landfill Methane Testing

Date MW-1 MW-2 MW-3 MW-4 MW-5 MW-6 MW-7
12/21/2001 6% 5% 5% 5% 5% 3% 2%
1/4/2002 6% 5% 5% 5% 5% 3% 2%
3/14/2003 5% 6% 5% 4% 4% 4% 2%

Annual Monitoring Testing Sites

Date MW-1 MW-2 MW-3 MW-4 MW-5 MW-6 MW-7
1/30/2006 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 0% 0%
2/6/2007 2% 2% 1% 1% 0% 0% 0%

2/12/2008 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0% 0%
1/22/2009 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 0% 0%
3/11/2010 2% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0%

All test sites at least 100ft inside of property line without being on top of trash.
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