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April 10, 2006  

Alvin Cagle
Landfill Manager
Alamance County
124 West Elm Street
Graham, NC 27253

Re: Request for Comments Regarding 
Alamance County Swepsonville Landfill
Alamance County, North Carolina
Permit No. 01-02
Doc ID No. RCO216

Dear Alvin:

The following is information regarding the above referenced subject as requested in your letter to this office
dated March 2, 2006.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide some guidance for the potential post-closure
development of the Swepsonville Landfill.  The Division recognizes the potential benefits and encourages
the controlled development of the areas surrounding the closed landfill.  

Although the current regulations do not address buffer requirements following closure of a landfill facility,
certain concerns should be identified and addressed in the early planning stage that relate to the proximity of
the landfill to potential residential development.  Below are responses to your questions presented in your
letter referenced above, which are restated below in italics.  Please note that the information is not regulatory
and is intended as guidance.  However, the County may wish to consider more stringent buffers based on
specific knowledge of the project.

1. How much buffer area from the toe of the waste to a new property line should the County maintain?

The current regulations (NC Solid Waste Management Rule .1624(a)(3)) establishes a 300 feet minimum
buffer between solid waste and a property line.  

2. What is the required separation from waste to private water supplies? 

The current regulations for municipal solid waste landfills (Rule .1624(a)(3)) establishes a 500 feet
minimum buffer between solid waste and private residences and wells.  

3. What is the required separation from waste to private sewage systems? 










