


Debris Management Plan for Isaac Dickson Elementary School, 

Asheville, NC 

Recommended Steps to Manage the Buried Debris Encountered During the 
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Recently the grading contractor has encountered buried debris in a portion of the site.  
The grading contractor has excavated both demolition debris and soil materials that are 
not suitable for compaction under various facilities to be constructed for the new school.  
The subcontractor has been segregating the various types of material and intends to 
bring screening equipment to the site to further segregate the materials.  This plan has 
been prepared to provide guidance to the grading contractor. 

It has been determined that the 1950-circular demolition debris does not meet the 
definition and therefore any of the requirements of a “Pre-1983 Landfill” or “Pre-
Regulatory Landfill”.  Therefore, the inert materials that have been or will be excavated 
can be reused as beneficial fill material on the site.  

1. Inert Debris 
 

Topsoil, unsuitable compaction soils, sand, and gravel will be screen to remove stones, 
bricks, concrete, asphalt and other larger inert debris1 fragments.  All of the soil, sand, 
gravel, stones, bricks, concrete, concrete blocks, and asphalt are considered to be inert 
materials.  Painted bricks and painted concrete blocks will need to be separated and 
sent to a sanitary landfill, since the paint is presumed to be lead based due to the age of 
the debris.  All other inert materials should be segregate to the extent that it is needed 
for fill material based upon soil compaction needed for construction.  The larger inert 
debris can be layered into areas of fill as needed for construction.  
 
15A NCAC 13B .0562 Beneficial Fill covers the requirements for use of inert debris for 
site fill without a permit.  It can only apply to inert debris.  The fill activity should only be 
used in areas of needed fill and involves no excavation of fill areas other than is required 
for construction purposes.  The propose fill is to improve the land use potential.  The fill 

1 Inert debris – “means solid waste which consists solely of material that is virtually inert and that is likely 
to retain its physical and chemical structure under expected conditions of disposal.”  Inert debris consists 
of soil, sand, gravel, stones, asphalt, unpainted bricks, unpainted concrete blocks, and concrete. 

                                                           



activity must comply with sedimentation and erosion control, wetland, and flood plain 
regulations. 
  
The cleaner topsoil and unsuitable compaction soil can be used for surface fill in areas 
of the site to be planted.  However, wet and anaerobic soils should be spread on the 
surface and allowed to dry and aerate for several weeks before planting. 
 
Very small fragments of other materials such as wood, metal, etc. that cannot be 
removed by the screening equipment can be allowed in inert site fill.  The inert debris 
may contain small amounts of paint and sealants associated with the inert debris. 
 

2. Scrap Metal, Whole Scrap Tires & Other Recyclables  

Scrap metal and white goods2 will need to be segregated and send to an approved 
metal recycling facility.  Whole scrap tires and other recyclables will need to be sent to 
the Buncombe County Recycling Solid Waste Facility, 81 Panther Branch Road.  Other 
items required to be recycled are listed on the attached list. 
 

3. Miscellaneous Debris 
Carpet and paper should be sent to the Buncombe County Solid Waste Landfill Facility, 
81 Panther Branch Road.  Consult the attachments regarding any other miscellaneous 
debris encountered. 
 

4. Wood Debris 
All types of wood including roots, limbs, trees, and lumber should be segregated.  
Painted wood should be sent to a sanitary landfill, since the paint is presumed to be lead 
based due to the age of the debris.  All other wood should be either sent to an approved 
recycling facility or chipped/shredded and reused for landscape mulch or mixed with 
surface soils (mix about 3 to 4 inch layer in upper 12 inches of the surface soils by 
tillage; this can be done during the tillage work that is part of the landscaping work). 

5. Extent of Debris Work 
The extent of the removal of existing 1950-circular debris should be based upon good 
construction practices.  The excavation should be limited in depth and area to what is 
needed for construction of the new school facilities.  Deeper debris will not need to be 
removed unless it is needed for adequate compaction for the construction.  A 
geotechnical fabric can be used to cover and bridge backfill over certain areas of debris.  

2 “White goods include refrigerators, ranges, water heaters, freezers, unit air conditioners, washing 
machines, dishwashers, clothes dryers, and other similar domestic and commercial large appliances. 

                                                           



6. Regulatory Permits  

The site filling of inert debris is not considered a landfill and does not require any state 
permit as long as the work is completed consistent with the requirements for beneficial 
fill.  The untreated wood debris can be chipped or shredded for mulch without any 
permit.  The debris needing to be recycled can be sent to an approved recycling facility 
without a permit.  The debris needing to be landfilled can be sent to an approved 
sanitary landfill facility without a permit. 

7. Survey 

The areas of debris that will not be excavated should be surveyed by the project 
surveyor and a recordable map prepared showing the remaining areas of debris.  The 
recorded survey should indicate that “this map depicts the boundary of solid waste that 
was buried on the property in approximately the year 1950 and consists of debris from 
the demolition of the old Hill Street School”.  

8. Questions  

Any questions or comments should be addressed to Dr. Barrett L. Kays, Soil, 
Hydrologic, and Groundwater Scientist, Landis, PLLC, Raleigh, NC.  E-Mail at 
blkays@aol.com or direct phone 919-696-6930.  

mailto:blkays@aol.com
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