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September 16, 1982 R f.:' r ~ n r- .... 
. • ! . : . } :· , •/ -· :) 

cEf., r- r · v . ~ 6 /, }qEJ2 
MEMORANDUM 

To : W. Lee Fleming , Jr., Chi ef 
Water Quality Sect ion 

- tnt rc ment /; nj 
Erw:rgc nty 11es onse 

Through : Ted Mew , Coordinator 
Enforcement and Emergency Response ") / 1 

From: ~rles Wakild , Regional Supervisor / ~___.k / ; ;J/ 
Wilmington Regi ana 1 Of fice ~~:{/.-y--:j.~;wr./~ / . , ! 

ue s 
Wilmington, NC 
New Hanover County 

rt '(/ 

Please find attached oil discharge investigation report dated June 30) 1982 . 
An investigation was perfonmed by the Wilmington Regional Office on June 21, 
1982. No enforcement actions are recommended because: 

1. It did not have an adverse affect on t he environment. 

2. The company took the initi ative to pump ou t t he l ine and 
stop the leak as soon as poss ibl e. 

3. The leak was not caused by a willful act or a result of 
negligence . 

CW:WC:cb 
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OIL DISCHARGE INVESTIGATION FORH 

1 nve 5 t i gat i ng 0 ff i c i <J l ___ B_1_'1_1_ C_o_c_hr_a __ n ___________ Da te of Repor t __ 6_/_2_1_/ 8_2 __ 
Field Office ____ W_,_. lmington_. ______________________________ Date of Di scharge 6/21 / 82 
Locati on of Spill (enterprise(it anyj street, city, county} I 

Koch Fuels - River Road 6/21 Date of Investigat ion -
vJi1 mi ngton, NC, Ne\\1 Hanover County -~ 

If any company involved is a sub sidiary of an~ther compa ny, give parent compa ny 's name an 

address N/A 
- - \ 

Time sp i 11 occur red __ ...;;;a,._p~p'-ro=x.;...i:..:.:m~a:-::tc::.e.:."I..Y"-....:.2::...;1:_::3:..:::0__.;.;cH:....rs=-...:6::.L/-=2::..:.1.L../.=.8.=.2 ________________ _ 

l. All pa r ty(s) involved and \oJitnesses (name, address and employer) 

A. T. E. Smith - Koch Fuels ; River Roa~ Wi lmi ngton , NC 

B. ----------------------------------------------------·-----_________________________ ,.:._J 

c. __________ ~----------------------------------------------------------

(Attach additional s heet if necessa ry ) 

I I. Notice 

A. Date and time notice received by DNER 2204 Hrs 6/21/82 
---------~~------------------

8. From (name, address, representing) Lt. Dick Blais, USCG MSQ Wilmington , NC 

C. If person(s) named in II. 8 . NOT the party(s) involved, Inves t igating Official sht 

trace the comp1ete chain of notice back to the first person reporting discharge 

I -- i incl uding names, addresses, and t imes_of not l c~ Major Best of the N.C. State 

Ports Authority police contacted the U.S. Coast Guard ~ MSO , l~ilmington, NC ~ 

I t Di ck_Blai.s.,. I ISCG conta.c.te.d-B.i.L1~~f..f4.r-W.:U~----------: 

D. Did the party (s) involved no t i f y anvone ? No If so , \vh i c:. h 

p.:l rt y, I·Jb...JI :I not i fied, addrt.~ss, ·. : ~ en _________________ ____ _ 

E. When party (s ) involved became aware of discharge 
by t he State Ports Police Dept. 

- --- --- - -----------------
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Ill. Spi 11 or Discharge 

A. Type of oil spilled ______ ~Pua~r. axylene 

B. Amount spilled Unknown 

C. All \oJaters affected (more thar. one category may a pply) N/A 

Dry ditch 

Intermittent 
Stream 

Swamp 

St r eam 

River 

Lake 

n 

Other 

Name Classification 
Amo un t of o i l 
Reaching · Waters 

Area and Dis t < 
Affected 

D. Water Qua l ity Sta ndard s viol a:ed. Yes No X · . (If yest attach Sect ion ---
from Water Quality V·iola t ion Investigat ion Form). 

E. Public and private proper t y affected Pipeline leak affected the land owned 

by t he State Ports Authority and Koch Fuels _,._ 

F . F i s h and 1v i 1 d 1 i f e a ff e c ted N I A ·--------

G. Ground Water affected (a lso, c.ttach Ground Water Section•s corn:nents) __ _ 

--------·------
IV. Detai led description of oil disc:....ar:;e (includi ng actions of a ll par t ies and compl etE 

chronology of event s , inc luding 2 descrip ti on of the cau~ of tha spi 11) 

According toT. E. Smith, Terminal ~1anager, at Koch Fuels, the 10 11 pa raxyl en.!.;e:____ 

. _ l_~~-~ad _E_eer::_ b 1 an ked off at: _each of the four para>5J.l ene stQ@9~_t_g_r}))_Lg,nd th.L _____ _ 

1 i ne fi 11 ed vii th water for over three months. The nex.Ld.a,)La..ft.e.r-the J i ne was 
fi'lled with ~ater, a bull dozer struck t he line l eav·ing -~ll...b..o.l.e....i.e__to_p._. 

_of_th_e line. Smith said he knew the line had a hol e in it but the lin~a.s._.t,~o __ _ 

be moved and repa..Lr_s_JiQ u] d be ma.~1t t bi s time . At 2204 Hrs , Lt..-D.icLB.l.a.i~--

_ USC':..G . ca ll§_Q_JijJJ Coch ran and saj d the.r.a_w~yl ene 1 eal~t.he-S-ta.te----
' I. z..r. If; z._... 

Ports. Co chran acr_ived at 2220 Hrs. ~ rne1 with ~1ajor Besi· - State Pocts Police-. ..---
{At ta ch addit ion a l she e t s i f nec essa ry) 
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IV. (Continued ) 

and he said t hat Koch Fuels was notifi ed and t hey had cl osed the 10 11 

valve and no more product should be entering the line. At 2300 
contacted Bill Stenger - E. I. DuPont and Company. Stenger said it 
was DuPont's product and he would like for us to meet at the spill 
site. After looking at the site with Stenger, it was determined that 
clean-up procedures could wait unti1 morning. 

Cochrat\,.~rrived at T. E. Sm'ith 1 s office ·at the Koch Fuels Terminal at 
082cf.lntyrre tanks were inspected and it was determi ned that the 10 11 

paraxylene had been 11 bl anked off" at each tank. However, there was a 
leak i n an expansion joint at tank T 601. It was leaking product at 
the time of the inspection . Smith said he still does not know how the 
product got in the line because the line was filled with water three 
months ago . The line was pumped out by 2200 Hrs. 6/22/82 and Smi t h sa id 
on 6/29/ 82 that nothing else had been seen in the line. This was a 
land spill and no clean-up \'JaS necessary. 
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A . If motor vehic l e involved, was a citation issued by Law Enforcement Officer? 

For what? N/A 

B. If mec hanical failure or malfu nction invol ved, vJas it from improper maintenancE\ 

or o peration? (If either, what ev idence do you have of this?) N/A 

Removal 

A. Detailed descri pti on of action taken by each party The pipeline was 

~~ checked to determine if there is some product 

_s.till~.ml the Pipe ] i ne. 

TAttach additional sheets if necessary) 

B • Date a nd . t i me --------

l -----·1 

c. ~las action taken on parties 01·111 initiative o r upon DNER directive? ____ _ 

the ir initi ative 

D. Wa s action taken effect iv~? ----
Yes _____ If no t, \vhy not'! -----

··--····------··- ----------------·------~ -----·---- ~-------------------. - -- --- -- ·- ----- ---~ 

E. Funds expended 

( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 

( 3) 

Party ( s) ----------·----------· -------
State or Federal $208 .80 (see attached sheet) 
Other ------------------
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State Expenses - Koch Spill 

Labor 14 hrs. @ $13.70/hr. 

Mileage 68 miles @ .25/mi1 e 

= $191.80 

17.00 

$208. 80 



VI. History of previous oil spills {if knO\·m) 

A. Date ------
B. Location 

--------~-----------------------------------------------

VII. Oi l termina ·l registration of a ll parties 

·., 

A. Is party(s) requi r ed to be r;; ;istere d? Yes ------------------------------------------
8 . I f so, is it? (inc l ude regist r stion ~ humber if known) __ 65_40211 4,..:..,_ ___ _ 

C. If ca r rie r involved , in c lu de locat ion of o i l sto rage faci l it i es _ _lUA __ _ 

VIII. Documen t a ti on 

A. Attach statemen t s of all par~ies and witness e s (see Sta teme nt of Wi t nes s f orm) 

B. Attach sketch of scene of dis~~arge i ncludin 

C. Attach map of the area 

D. Attach photographs or slides 

E. Attach Water Quality Standard5 violat e d ( if applicable) 

F. Attach Ground Water Section's c~en ts {If applicabl e ) 

IX. Enforcemen t opinion and recorrnr.en,:ation of investigator (submitted on separate form . 

Include statements as to cooperation of parties, gravit y , e x t enua ting and mitigatin9 

c ircumstances). 

Si gnat ure 

Date 

ig a t i ng Of f i c ial~_· ____ __ 

2---
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OIL DIS C!U,,P. GE I NVESTI GAT IOt.J FOHI \ 

Invest i gating Official __ ______Bj_l] Cochran Date o f Repor t 7/6/82 

F i e 1 d 0 f f i ce ___ jiJ 1 mi ng,_t_o_n ____ _ 

Loca tion of Spill (enterp r ise ( if any) st r ee t, city, county) 

____ .lLJ ...!... Sta tEl__?orts, Wilmington 

Date of 

Dat e of 

Di scharge 6/27 / 82 

In vest i gation 6/29/82. 
-----· 

If any company involve d i s a subsid i ary of a no t her company, give parent company 1 s name anr 

address N/A ____ ,____ 

Time spi li occurred ------ ----
1 . All party( s) involved and \vitn e ss es (name, address a nd employer) 

A· __ Lt._J}j __ c.L..B1ai.~_ ..... USCG e t1S.O_._\iUm_i ng ton , N C -----------

B. ______ ~--------------------------------------------

c. _______________________________________ _ 

(Attac h add i t ional sheet if nece ssa ry ) 

! I. Notice 

A. Date and time no t i ce re ce i v ed by D N E R __ _ 0.:...:9:....1:...::2:___..:.6.:.../ .::.2_:9 /'-S_2 _____ . _______ _ 

B. From (n ame, address, repr ese n ting ) USCG - MSO, Wilmington -----

C. !f pe r son(s) named in II. B. ~JOT the party(s) i nvolved, Investiga ti ng Officio] s h . 

trace the c omple t e chain of noti ce back to th e first person reporting discharg e 

in cluding names, addresses, and ti mes o f no tice ______ . 

_____ , _______ . ____ ---------

D. Di d the party(s) invo lved no tify any_one? __________________ I f so, \·;hich 

·---·-------
E. When pu rt y(s) i nvo lved beca;ne a1·:<He of c!ischarge ___ QJl_~_routi_Q_~!_arb_g~ya~rol __ _ 

----------- ----- - -- ----------·-- - -- ·--------------- ------·----
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I I II. Spil 1 or Discharge 

A. Ty pe of o i 1 sp i 11 ed __ Unknown 

8. Amount sp i 11 ed Unknown 
---------------~~~~------------------------------

c. Al 1 waters affect ed ( ~ore than o ~ e ca t eg ory may apply) 

Na;ne Cl assif icat ion 
A~ount of oi l 
Rea ch i nq Waters 

Area and Dis ;} 
Affe c t ed 

Dry ditch 

Intermittent 
Stream 

SHamp 

Stream 

River 

Lake 

Other 

Cape Fear 
- ·-----------· 

sc Unknown Unknovm 

-----------

D. Wate r Quality Standards viola':.ed. Yes ____ No_~N~o~. (If ye s, attach Sectio: 

from Water Qua lity Violation Inve stigation Form). 

E. Public and private property 2Tfected ___ li/_A_ _________________ ,: 

F . Fishandwildlifeaffected N/A 

---------------------·---------------· -I G. Ground Water affected (also, &ttach Ground Wa ter Section 1 s comment s ) 

N/A 

!V. Detailed description of oi l disc~er;e (including actions of all pa rti es and comp le t ' 

chron o logy of events, includ i ng=: desc ri p tion of the _cause of the s pill) ---------· 

At 09 12 Hrs ) Lt . Dick Blai~, ~SCG, contacted Bill Cochran - DEM, and informed him 

. Jba ~..llS=_.:!:.b._Qg~L..t!Ja t_?ome pa ra_xyl ene was -~a k i n_g__ j_~to the __ ~p-~Fe_~.!:_--~ 1._~e_t:_:__ __ ~~-: __ 

Cochran arrived at t he ports with Ri ck Shiver - hydrologist - OEM, and obs erved 

a slick cominq from a s tot·m drain at the so uth end of t he dock . Cochran and ______ _ 

Shiver immed iately went to the Koch Fuel Terminal an d talked with T. I~JTLi. .. tb_.._ _____ __ 

Terminal_ t~anage~je said that the only 1 eak they ha d recentl i had was 1ll€? ___________ _ 

. ..p.ip.€-l-:l.A-9~ J}f~ t i g a t ed on .6.,L.2.i=22.,L.B.2...- C oc h r a.n......a.tJ..cL.s.h.iiLEr-ch.e.c.ked .. th..e ______ _ 

site drawin~for th_e undet:.9..!:_Qund_Q.iQ_ing_ and could not find aoy~Lp .. i..pJ: __ line.s ____ ___ _ 
(!Ht ac h adC. i ;:ional she ets i f nGcessary) 
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IV. Continued 

that could leak paraxylene. A sample of the product was taken from the 
area near the storm drai n and sen t to t he lab fo r determination of the 
oil type. Mr. Maurice C~ nady , Jr., Director of Engineering - State Ports 
was contacted to determine if any petro 1 eum 1 i nes l·vere located under the 
ports. He sa id there were no lines under the ports and he gave OEM a 
copy of the storm sewer system . The investigator feels that the sli ck 
is coming from the res idue left behind from previous sp il l s. 


