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Your Name: J. Sean Morris

Facility ID Number: NCS000002289

Facility Name: Former Thomas Residence - Shoal Creek Ch. Rd.

Document Group: Inspection/Investigation (I) Document Type: | - Complaint Investigation (CMP)
Description for File (for CARA): Complaint Investigation. No Violations

Date of Document: 12/1/2015

Author(s) of Document: J. Sean Morris

Inspector ID #: NC046 Suborganization: Western Region

Comments for RCRAInfo:Complaint Investigation. No Violations.

County (if not on report): Gaston
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NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
4 DIVISION OF WASTE MANAGEMENT
Waste Management HAZARDOUS WASTE SECTION (HWS) / COMPLIANCE BRANCH

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

RCRA COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION REPORT

1. Facility Information: Former David Thomas Residence
2432 Shoal Creek Church Rd.
Shelby, NC 28114
State RCRA ID#: NCS 000 002 289

3. Survey Participants: Ms. Cindy Prewitt, Cleveland County Health Dept.
4. Inspector(s): Mr. Sean Morris, HWS - Environmental Senior Specialist

Mr. Mark Burnette, HWS - Environmental Senior Specialist

5. Date/Time of Inspection: December 1, 2015/ Arrived: 10:50am Departed:11:40am

Date of Report: February 9, 2016 — Prepared By: Sean Moirris (Inspector)
6. Purpose of Inspection: Complaint Investigation
7. Report:

On November 25, 2015 Ms. Maria Schutte, with the NC Division of Water Resources, referred a complaint
via email, which she received by phone. The complainant reported concerns with a residence located
at 2432 Shoal Creek Church Road in Shelby, NC. The complainant alleged that the property owner at
the subject property conducted automotive engine & body repair activities behind his home and that
oil had been dumped onfo the ground over a period of many years. The complainant reported that
there is a stream nearby and that some residence in the area may use water supply wells, but municipal
water is also available.

On December 1, 2015 Mr. Mark Burnette and | met with Ms. Cindy Prewitt, Cleveland County Health
Department, at the subject property. Upon arrival we met with Mr. Robert Spurlin, who lives next to the
subject property. Mr. Spurlin confirmed that auto repair work had been conducted on the subject
property in the past by a person named Mr. David Thomas. Mr. Spurlin stated that Mr. Thomas and his
wife, Ms. Jennifer Thomas, had owned the property before moving to Mooresboro, NC and that the
subject property had recently been sold at auction. Mr. Spurlin reported that the property was
purchased by a Mr. Jerry Carpenter, who lives on neighboring property at 2434 Shoal Creek Church Rd.
Mr. Spurlin stated that Mr. Carpenter routinely assisted Mr. Thomas with auto repair activities.

During the visit Mr. Spurlin pointed out two concrete pads, behind the home at the subject property,
and explained that one pad was a former 2-bay garage building and the other was a former spray
painting booth. Both buildings had been demolished approximately one year ago by the former
property owners. Mr. Spurlin stated that he was not sure if Mr. David Thomas operated any type of auto
repair business or if work was primarily performed for friends, relatives, etfc.
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A visual inspection of the area around each of the concrete pads was conducted during the visit and
only a very small amount of what appeared to be oil stained leaves/soil was observed on one corner
of the former 2-bay garage but recent rain made identification difficult. There was also no evidence of
paint waste on the ground around the former spray booth building. There were several various sized
containers in the area, such as empty quart sized & 5-quart sized engine oil containers, two 55-gallon
poly containers filled with household type garbage and empty 5-gallon buckets. There were also a few
auto and power tool batteries, various engine parts, several piles of general household type waste, used
tires and several non-operable vehicles observed. There was also a large amount of household waste
piled directly behind the former Thomas residence.

Investigation Findings:

Based on the site inspection of the property, there was no visual evidence discovered to support the
reported allegation of oil being routinely disposed onto the ground. There was also not sufficient
evidence to determine if any prior automotive engine/body repair work was performed by a business
subject fo RCRA regulation. Ms. Cindy Prewitt did identify solid waste management issues, potentially
regulated by Cleveland County ordinance. On December 3, 2015 | forwarded the original complaint
email, from the Division of Water Resources, to Ms. Prewitt and no further action is currently warranted
by the NC Hazardous Waste Section.
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