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NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

DIVISION OF WASTE MANAGEMENT 

HAZARDOUS WASTE SECTION (HWS) / COMPLIANCE BRANCH 

 

    RCRA COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION REPORT 

 
 

1. Facility Information:  Lail Properties, LLC 

902 Reese Drive SW 

Conover, NC 28613 

State RCRA ID #: NCS 000 002 270 

 

 Mailing Address:  2258 Highway 70 SE  

Suite 101  

Hickory, NC 28602 

     

2.    Facility Contact:   Mr. Brad Lail 

     Phone: 828.322.3510 Email: bradlail@hickoryfurniture.com 

     

3.    Inspection Participants:  Mr. Jeff Icard, NC Forest Service-Assistant County Ranger 

     Ms. Karyn Yaussy, Catawba County Emergency Management  

        

4. Inspector(s):   Mr. Sean Morris, HWS-Environmental Senior Specialist  

 

5. Date of Inspection:  August 10, 2015 

 

6.           Date of Report:   February 9, 2016 – Prepared By: Sean Morris  

 

7. Purpose of Inspection:  Complaint Investigation / Determine Compliance with NC  

     Hazardous Waste Management Rules  

 

8. Report:  

 

On August 5, 2015 I received a complaint referral from Mr. Michael Parker with the NC Division of Water 

Resources via email. The complaint was first received by Mr. Parker on August 5, 2015 and was initiated by Mr. 

Jeff Icard with the NC Forest Service. Mr. Icard explained that he discovered (10-12) 55-gallon containers that 

had been dumped onto a vacant parcel located at 902 Reese Drive SW in Conover, NC. Mr. Icard reported 

that a few of the containers had leaked a small amount of waste onto the ground, which appeared to be 

used oil.    

 

On August 10, 2015, I conducted a site visit to investigate the reported containers and met with Mr. Icard and 

Ms. Karyn Yaussy, Catawba County Emergency Management, at the property. The subject property is 

undeveloped, partially wooded and approximately 22-acres in size. The northern portion of the property 

borders the east bound lanes of I-40, just west of the W 1st Street intersection with I-40. Mr. Icard explained that 

he had been working with the property owner’s forestry contractor (American Forest Management) since 

early 2013 with harvesting timber & replanting trees on the property. Mr. Icard explained that the containers 

had been dumped in a wooded section of the property sometime after he began working at the site but 

wasn’t able to determine a specific timeframe. Mr. Icard explained that he had reported the containers to 

the property owner’s forestry contractor and asked that the contractor notify the property owner of the 

improper dumping and subsequent need for a timely removal. Mr. Icard also explained that when he first 

discovered the containers they did not appear to be leaking but he later noticed that a few of the containers 

had started to leak a thick, black colored material, which appeared to be used oily sludge. Mr. Icard further 

explained that after no actions were taken by the property owner and/or forestry contractor, and after his 

discovery of the container leaks, he decided to notify NC DEQ. 
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During the site visit, Mr. Icard directed us to the container disposal area. The container disposal area is located 

in a low-lying, wooded area approximately 150-feet south from the eastbound lanes of I-40. The approximate 

coordinates for the disposal area are: 35°42'41.5"N, 81°13'59.8"W. The disposal area is located approximately 

25-feet from the base of one of two bill board signs staged on the property. There were ten 30-gallon & one 

55-gallon metal containers observed within an approximately 600-square foot area. The containers appeared 

to have been dumped onto the ground from a vehicle. All of the containers were covered with surface rust 

and appeared to be in poor condition.  The containers were not labeled and no other markings were 

observed on the outside of the containers. At least two of the containers appeared to have leaked a small 

amount of black colored used oil type sludge that had dried. Mr. Icard explained that a Mr. Brad Lail would 

be a property owner contact. Digital photographs were taken of the container disposal area at the time of 

the visit. 

 

A review of Catawba County tax records revealed that the property is owned by Lail Properties, LLC. On 

August 11, 2015 I stopped by the company’s listed address, which is within the Hickory Furniture Mart (HFM). 

During the visit I spoke with a receptionist working within HFM’s main office who explained that Mr. Brad Lail 

was not in his office. I explained the nature of my visit with the receptionist and provided a business card to 

give Mr. Lail. On August 26, 2015 I made contact with Mr. Lail by phone and provided a summary for the 

container disposal referral and site visit. Mr. Lail stated that he would begin looking clean-up options. I emailed 

Mr. Lail a link for the NC Division of Environmental Assistance & Customer Service website for a list of recycling 

companies that may be able to assist. I also provided a summary of what would be needed to demonstrate 

appropriate waste characterization and removal of the containers.  

 

Over the period of the following several weeks I made several attempts to discuss the status of the container 

removal with Mr. Lail. After no actions were taken I contacted Mr. Ken Rhame with the US EPA-Emergency 

Response & Removal Branch, to begin referral of the site. On November 2, 2015 Mr. Rhame sent an email to 

Mr. Lail to inquire about the property owner’s intent to remove the containers. On November 2, 2015 Mr. Lail 

responded by email and explained that he had executed a contract with Hepaco to perform the container 

removal. On December 18, 2015 Mr. Lail forwarded an email from Mr. Michael Uncapher with Hepaco 

explaining that the removal project was being planned. On January 20, 2016 Mr. Uncapher sent an email 

confirming that the containers had been removed earlier in the day and that the waste was determined to 

be non-hazardous waste.  

 

A follow-up inspection will be conducted to document the removal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   ______________________________________________________                           ______________________ 

J. SEAN MORRIS / DATE                      FACILITY CONTACT 

                   NC HWS-COMPLIANCE BRANCH 
 

 

cc:  

Raleigh Office Files 

Brent Burch, HWS 
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