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TO: HEALTH DIRECTOR DR. TOMMY JARRELL ’ %;/

FROM: MARIAN SAVAGE, CLERK TO THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
SUBJECT: CONTAMINATED WELL CONCERN
DATE: FEBRUARY 8, 2010 |

Tommy, please see attached letter copied to the Board of Commissioners
concerning a contaminated well on property owned by Gordon Haught, 109
Atkinson Road, Hamlet, NC. As you can see, Mr. Haught's daughter has
appealed to Senator Purcell and Representative Goodwin for assistance in
resolving this matter.

Rick has asked that you provide us with any information that you may have
concerning the well at this location so that we will be prepared to respond.

This appears to be a different issue than the Fox Road contaminants and may
be related to CSX.

Thanks for a response at your earliest convenience.

attachments



February 4, 2010

Representative Melanie Wade Goodwin Senator William R. Purcell E""”Dﬂmemame ,
16 W. Jones Street, Room 1307 300 N. Salisbury Street, Room 625 % Sectign
Raleigh, NC 27601-1096 Raleigh, NC 27603-5925 S ez-a,\."‘

RE: Richmond County Well Contamination
Property Owner: Gordon Haught 109 Atkinson Rd Hamlet, NC 28345

Dear Representative Goodwin and Senator Purcell,

In july, 2008 my father became very ill and was sent home from the hospital for hospice care. | moved
from Wilmington to Hamlet to care for Dad until September, 2008. Fortunately the doctors were wrong
- my Dad is a tough, proud Navy Man and he recovered — we were all amazed that he survived. Still are.

We never really found out what illness Dad suffered; we just know we almost lost,him.
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While staying at my father’s home, | began to really notice how odd his water smelled and tasted. In the Qw,:{:r TonS

past, | thought the water was “off” - but figured it was just because it was well water. Naturally, while j’ A (£
there i read the local paper and learned that Richmond County has a problem with contaminated well C'( & .
water, with the most concentration in the Fox Road area. The article encouraged residents to have their

wells tested. ()(' '() ‘T l/' ’ ‘ o’ ]
¢ Ve o« < cé C 2 [— ' '
,4/ l\/\/\/C/ N ‘(’/ S“\C b “n‘ *~ 7. (100'

/ VV\L¢1 [ '
back to Wilmington, Dad called to get his well tested. The test/showed his weli to be .

with a different chemical than was found on Fox Road. Due to unacceptable levels of

After | moved
contaminated, B

Dichloroethene and {richloroethané\Dad was advised by state officials to stop drinking the water, | ‘/" ‘S
_ e A
cooking with the wategand to take less than 10-minute shawers) The state then offered to have cooking cdvice
“and drinking water delivéred to Dad at no charge and he has been receiving it ever since. \A/otﬁ Mo {’ 51/t
'\)orma,( 5)'0'&‘5

We attended the public meeting in November, 2008 and it sounded like the folks over on Fox %ad were N e ﬂttt'-)l"' oy
slated to have a public water source developed in their area. While | could appreciate the willingness '
and ability of the state and county to quickly resolve the Fox Road issue, 1 raised concerns that my

father’s contamination was different - homes not located in the Fox Road contamination area wouidn’t

find as quick a resolution.

To date, a number of test wells have been drilled adjacent to my father’s property ~ a total of five, |
believe. Dad’s well has been repeatedly tested by the state and county and results still indicate
unacceptable amounts of Dichloroethene (1,1 DCE}, We do not know the results of the adjacent test
wells, but are certainly interested to find out.

Here's where we need your assistance. How do we find out the results of the test wells? If we discover
tontaminants in those wells, what does that mean for my father? We had hoped to get some sort of



assistance in drilling a new well for his house, but he worries that we can’t find a safe water source. Do
we drill his land until he finds good water? He can’t afford that. Or does he abandon his place — his
house, his shop, his land, his equity because it’s got a contaminant?

Please let me know where to start addressing this issue. Dad will be 81 in June —and he’s doing great
now (he’s not drinking that waterl) 1 need to help him find the solution to this water problem. I'm
hoping you can point me in the right direction. Some family members say, “lust call the EPA” - but |
think that’s extreme and 1 doubt as effective as contacting you for guidance.

6508 Berridge Dr
Wilmington, NC 28412

cc: Richmond County Commissioners
Representative Sandra Spaulding Hughes
Representative Carolyn H. Justice
Representative Daniel F. McComas
Senator Julla Boseman
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT

‘N.C. Joint Cormmssmn on-
.Environmental ]'ustice. He:

said "the “discoveries' in the:
‘county are just. the “t(p of the
iceberg,” "

. He said some. 84 former
. dump31tes have: been- identi-
fied in the state ‘which have
" become housing develop-
ments in which the develop-
- ers and homeowners. were
unaware of the former.use. -

Ramifications unknown'
Rudo said throughout the
state over the past 40 years.
. a lot of agricultural land has
been converted to residéntial. -
use. “We are-only beginning
to understanid the ‘ramifica-
" tions of this,” He said;
~ “We just found out - about
these’ problems,” he- gaid..
“The best we.can do is. reduée
your:risks.” .. .
Asking why he. was ngen
. a permit’ by‘the county o,
live on.

T~ rmembam i el

nd,’ wlnch nbw '

Rep. Melanie Wed"e
Goodwin and Sen. Bill Pun:ell'
were' both - present at the

meeting along’ with:state and:
* county.officials-and: about 100~
" concérned ¢itizens; Coe
Goodwin ‘said, as-soon as~.

the situation -developed in
Montgomery County she

notified the state’ to obtain. .

the Bottled water and look:for.

- solutions to provxde ‘county ..
y Water to residents. © -

In additicn'-to the state

officials at the meetmg, she_

told residents they have got-
ten: the attention. of the N.C.
Legislature; -
Purcell. are. workmg ‘to mit: -
gate such situations. = 7

She echoed. the sentiment:

of McQueen that the local
problem. could. b ‘the. Hp: Lo
the " icebérg for the enbre
state

No' easy solutmn » '
Most quesu I 1

and she and.

.can and cannot do Iegally i

- providing:; water lines into-the ",
:areas pot: served by dechcated'. .

. roads

restricted for use along state
" highways.only: -
. Jarrell said as of - the day.

of - ‘the. meetmg, 246 water .
wells inthe county have been
“tested for contamination: ard:

. 22.were found- contammated
in'thie: Fox Road area: =~ -~
.Rudo -

problem

- The gfant moriey the coun-"' fing:
“ty hds Leén able-fo obtaih. is'

:commended” the .
Rlchmond - Coudty ~ Health'
Department .as..one of. the: ¢
best _in -the “stite~and: has,
done an- amazmg,;ob consid: "
Cefing the- serioitsnéss of: the.

e saidthe ﬁrst thmg wasto -
l[get t]le _w_-ater sxtuahon oo Fox :

ldents, Tz, the  short term, te-
,sa:d because- it ‘was. & big

~iproblem;.” an  éxtraordinary :

E(lroblem, resxdents ;needed’
get togethér to’ come up- -
th creative- outof the-box"
ﬁd’eas, somethmg not ordmar-
uy done. - .

L. He told of..one s1tuauon
where a commumty bathmg
facihty was created .

depa.mnent.

was:'not a_ problem. in the
“Fox, Road -area accordmg to
i, testing: ‘After 20.f0 25 yearsl
‘confaminants- have leached
‘through'to-the water table. .

. He aid: soil- contémmatxon /

Wade said. oncé: thé: pesﬁ-

‘ade chemicals involvediwere -

in :the- ground - water,, they
“were " pérsistent. Rain water
¢in. recha:ge ground Wwater”

'and cause it to'move.

" ‘The pestlcxdes havé z high
health risk becausé they have .

- a-long life. and’ they don't -

" . hond to other matérial and

Orgamzahon - '4 RN
. Lisa’ 'England; ‘& ‘Fox, Roa

"area reszdent; has: expie ed,‘
her concems at twn recent
Goodwm said she felt the . . E isit :

county ‘was inoving, ahead-, - ing8. Shethas

with: t.he‘ ‘tuatxon.

Indmdual coficerns ,
Whi

nsaroseabout 1 SHei-
ealth’ problems, - Tshir

N “have high water solubxhty
. ‘Theé chemicals were appliéd.

fo:the land froqx the:1950s to

to area. res:dences. o
Concerns: about” contamx:}a— A
tion spread: over- to‘Aﬂdnsou'_ -
Road: off;’ Bozd

. ed by, solvents, and: ke ‘was_
\Siffering from: the éffeets:. e
‘Rud¢ said He'could 1 not rule L
out such effécts: * - :
Jones-said .the:. cozmty's .
next step:might hzve‘t" e
seekmg funds to-serve: that -
area. He saxd it might'have to -
"be dorie in, cooperabon th.h,,. ..
Hamlet as it had: Water lines
in the- area»where the ounty .




MEMORANDUNM

DATE: December 12, 2010
TO: Dave Brown, Hydrogeologist ¢
Inactive Hazardous Sites Branch

- FROM: Hanna Assefa, Industrial Hygiene Consultant
Inactive Hazardous Sites Branch

RE: Health Risk Evaluation
Gordon Haught. Residence
109 Atkinson St
Hamlet, Rockingham County

A water samnple was collected on December 3 2009 from the water supply well at the
subject address. During this sampling event, {wo contaminants were detected in the well water.
The concentration of 1,1-dichloroethene exceeded it's applicable standurd. The standards used to
determine if the water is suitable for drinking and cooking are the federal drinking water
standards (USEPA MCL), or where there is no MCL, the North Carolina Groundwater Quality
Stundard (NC 2L.).

1f any contaminant concentrations exceed applicable standards for using the water for drinking
and cooking, those contaminant concentrations are further analyzed to determine if the water is
suitable for household uses, such as showering, batlring, washing dishes, flushing toilets, and
hand washing. Based on this evaluation, and the fact that the 1,1-dichloroethene
concentration exceeds the USEPA MCL, the water from this well should not be used for
drinking and cooking. The water from this well can be used for the other residential
purposes described above. The tuble below compares detected contaminant concentrations with
the applicable standards,

Sample 1D Compound Conceatration USEPA NC2L
MCL(ug/D) (ug/D)
K1.04012-005 1,1-Dichlorocthene 7 T
1.1-Dichloroethane - 6
Shaded area indicates exceedance. ) ) (4,¢




