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September 28, 2010 
 

Ms. Carolyn Callihan, RPM 
US EPA Region IV Waste Division 
Atlanta Federal Building 
61 Forsyth St., 11th Floor 
Atlanta, GA 30303-3104 
 
Subject: Pre-CERCLIS Screening Assessment 
  Arden Electroplating Inc. 
  235 Mills Gap Road 
  Skyland, Buncombe County, NC, 28776 
 
Dear Ms. Callihan: 
 
 This site was pre-screened for potential listing on CERCLA.  It was identified during a 
search for other potential sources for groundwater contamination near the CTS of Asheville site 
(NCD  003 149 556) in the Mills Gap Road area of Asheville, NC.  Based on findings of this 
Screening Assessment, it is recommended that this site not be listed on CERCLIS for further 
study.   
 
On March 15, 2010, I talked with Mr. Thomas Israel concerning his property at 54 Pinners Cove Road.  
During this conversation, Mr. Israel stated that he was one of the three principal owners of Arden 
Electroplating (Arden).  Mr. Thomas Parker (location unknown) was the President, Mr. Norman Lewis 
(deceased) was the Vice President, and Mr. Israel was the Secretary.  According to Mr. Israel, Arden 
operated in the CTS facility for just over a year, during whichion, all of their waste (plating sludge) was 
shipped off-site and handled by GSX Services.  After one year, they tried to find another location to 
operate from but did not and ceased operations.  No equipment was ever relocated from the Arden 
operations (Ref. 1). 
 
A file review of the North Carolina Hazardous Waste Section fileroom indicates that Arden 
Electroplating was incorporated on 11/22/1985, suspended on 3/17/1989 and listed Administrative 
Dissolution on 12/8/1993.   
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PRE-CERCLIS SCREENING ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST/DECISION FORM 
 
This checklist can assist the site investigator during the Pre-CERCLIS screening.  It will be used to determine whether further steps in 
the site investigation process are required under CERCLA.  Use additional sheets, if necessary. 
 
Checklist Preparer: Harry Zinn                                                                                      09/25/2010             

(Name/Title)                  (Date) 
401 Oberlin Road, Raleigh, North Carolina                                         919-508-8488         
(Address)         (Phone) 
harry.zinn@ncdenr.gov                                                          
(E-Mail Address) 

Site Name:  Arden Electroplating                                                                 
 

Previous Names (if any):                         
 

Site Location: 235 Mills Gap Road                                                                                           
(Street) 
Asheville                                                                               North Carolina      28803               
(City)                     (ST)          (Zip) 

Latitude:        35.4931o            Longitude:         82.5103o            
 

 
Complete the following checklist.  If Αyes≅ is marked, please explain below. 

 
YES NO 

 
1. Does the site already appear in CERCLIS? 

 
■ □ 

 
2. Is the release from products that are part of the structure of, and result in exposure within, residential 

buildings or businesses or community structures? 

 
□ ■ 

 
3. Does the site consist of a release of a naturally occurring substance in its unaltered form, or altered solely 

through naturally occurring processes or phenomena, from a location where it is naturally found? 

 
□ ■ 

 
4. Is the release into a public or private drinking water supply due to deterioration of the system through 

ordinary use? 

 
□ ■ 

 
5. Is some other program actively involved with the site (i.e., another Federal, State, or Tribal program)? 

 
□ ■ 

 
6. Are the hazardous substances potentially released at the site regulated under a statutory exclusion (i.e., 

petroleum, natural gas, natural gas liquids, synthetic gas usable for fuel, normal application of fertilizer, 
release located in a workplace, naturally occurring, or regulated by the NRC, UMTRCA, or OSHA)? 

 
□ ■ 

 
7. Are the hazardous substances potentially released at the site excluded by policy considerations (e.g., deferral 

to RCRA Corrective Action)? 

 
□ ■ 

 
8. Is there sufficient documentation that clearly demonstrates that there is no potential for a release that could 

cause adverse environmental or human health impacts (e.g., comprehensive remedial investigation equivalent 
data showing no release above ARARs, completed removal action, documentation showing that no hazardous 
substance releases have occurred, EPA approved risk assessment completed)? 

 
□ 
 

■ 
 







 
  
 
MEMO 
 
 
DATE:  March 16, 2010 
 
TO:  File 
 
FROM:  Harry Zinn, Environmental Engineer 

North Carolina DENR, Superfund Section  
 
RE: Telephone Conversations with Mr. Israel 
 Arden Electroplating  
  Skyland / Buncombe County, North Carolina 

 
 

On March 10, 2010 I spoke with Mr. Thomas Israel concerning the ownership and history of 54 
Pinners Cove Road.  Mr. Israel stated that he purchased this property in 1986 for his son.  Mr. Israel also 
confirmed that he was one of three principals that operated Arden Electroplating.  Arden Electoplating was 
operated on the CTS facility and no no equipment was relocated for reused at any other facility. 

 
On March 15, 2010 in a subsequent conversation, Mr. Israel stated that the long building identified 

on the 60 Pinners Cove Road parcel was an old chicken coop that was converted into a garage.  Mr. Israel 
also expanded on the previous information he gave concerning Arden Electroplating.  Mr. Israel stated that 
Arden Electroplating consisted of Thomas Parker (President), Norman Lewis (Vice President), and himself 
as Secretary.  Arden Electroplating operated for about 1 year in the CTS facility.  Arden Electroplating 
tried to find a suitable place to relocate to but were unable to, and shut down operations in 1987 when CTS 
closed their building.  During operations, waste was shipped off-site by GSX Services.   
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