
127 Cardinal Drive Extension, Wilmington, North Carolina 28405 
Phone  910-796-7215 \ FAX  910-350-2004 \ Internet  http://www.wastenot.org 

An Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer – Printed on Dual Purpose Recycled Paper 

 

 
 
 
 
August 22, 2008 
 

Michael Pilkington, Site Manager 

Karastan Spinning Plant 

2007 Dickinson Ave. 

Greenville, NC 27834 

 

Re: Work Plan Request 

Mohawk-Karastan Plant 

2007 Dickinson Ave. 

Greenville, Pitt County 

 

Dear Mr. Pilkington: 

 

On July 8, 2008, the Inactive Hazardous Sites Branch (Branch) of the Division of Waste Management’s 

Superfund Section received an anonymous complaint regarding spills and ongoing leaks of chemicals 

which may have impacted soil or groundwater at the above referenced site.  The Branch subsequently 

determined that there was also a previous UST incident at this site. After reviewing the UST Section’s 

files, it appears that di-n-butyl phthalate (a hazardous substance) was previously detected in groundwater 

samples collected from this site. In addition, during an August 19, 2008 site inspection, Branch 

personnel observed several areas that could be sources of soil and groundwater contamination. 

 

Because several potential areas of concern were noted during the site inspection and previous 

groundwater samples showed increasing concentrations of di-n-butyl phthalate, the Branch feels 

additional sampling is necessary to determine if contamination is actually present at this site.  Prior to 

adding this site to the Branch’s inventory of sites, the Branch will give you the opportunity to perform 

additional assessment of soil and groundwater to verify that concentrations of hazardous substances are 

below applicable levels site wide. The Branch will temporarily delay addition of this Site to our 

inventory if you submit a work plan to perform additional assessment activities to this office for review 

by October 15, 2008.  Assessment activities should include, at minimum: 

 

1.  The collection and analyses of groundwater samples from all existing monitoring wells. 

 

2.  At least four soil samples from around (one on each side) and one soil sample from 

underneath the acetic acid tank containment basin to be tested for pH. 

 

3.  Soil samples (taken every five feet from the surface to the water table) and groundwater 

samples should be taken from outside of the building, but adjacent to the kettle area, 

where the chemical spigots exit the wall and there is obvious staining running toward the 

kettle pit. 
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4. Soil and groundwater samples should be taken from the area adjacent to where the drain 
trough for the chem set building exits the building. 

 
5. Soil and groundwater samples should be taken from the area adjacent to where the drain 

trough for the dye house exits the building. 
 

 
All groundwater samples should be collected from permanent monitoring wells using low flow sampling 
techniques. For items 2 & 3, surface soil samples for volatile organic analyses should be collected at a 
depth of 6-12 inches below ground surface and samples collected for all other analyses should be 
collected at a depth of 0-6 inches below ground surface.  For items 4 & 5, soil samples should be 
collected at the depth where the drainage pipes exit the buildings.  Samples collected for items 1, 3, 4 & 
5 should be analyzed for volatile and semi-volatile organic compounds using EPA Methods 8260 and 
8270, the 14 hazardous substance list metals, pesticides, pH and for any additional hazardous substances 
used at the site that would not be detected by the above analyses using the appropriate EPA approved 
method. 
 
Please review the Inactive Hazardous Sites Branch’s Guidelines for Assessment and Cleanup, August 
2007 for additional site assessment information. This document is available on the Branch’s website at: 
http://www.wastenotnc.org/sfhome/stateleadguidance.pdf 
 
In closing, if a work plan is not submitted or the results of additional sampling reveal the presence of 
hazardous substances at concentrations exceeding Branch remediation goals, the Site will be added to 
the Branch’s inventory of sites. The responsible party or parties will then be required to perform a 
complete remedial investigation and any necessary remediation.  If you have any questions, please 
contact me at (910) 796-7340. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Genevieve M. Henderson, P.G. 
Hydrogeologist II 
Division of Waste Management, Superfund Section 
Inactive Hazardous Sites Branch  
 
cc: IHSB – WiRO files 

Greg Jones, Corporate Environmental Services, P.O. Box 1006, Dalton, GA 30722 (w/enclosure)


