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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  File 
 
From:  George Adams /s/ gda 
 
Date:  March 10, 2016 
 
Subject: Travis Knits, Inc. 
  1515 West Academy Street 
  Cherryville, Gaston County, North Carolina 
  NONCD0002787 
 
 
A search of available records for the above referenced Site was conducted.  Based on a review 
of these records, a summary of historical facts was compiled on March 10, 2016, which 
included the following: 
 
General Comments: 

1) On or about September 20, 1979, Fab Industries Corp (Fab Industries, f/k/a Fab Industries 
Trust, f/k/a Fab Industries, Inc.) purchased an insolvent textile (knit) company known as 
Travis Knits.  The company was located at 1515 West Academy Street in Cherryville, 
Gaston County (subject property).  Facility operations (including circular knitting, dyeing 
and finishing, and printing) at Travis Knits resumed as a principal subsidiary of Fab 
Industries. 

2) On June 29, 2001, Travis Knits ceased plant operations at the subject property.  In 
November 2003, Travis Knits and Mohican Mills (f/k/a Meyer Mills, Inc.), both principal 
subsidiaries of Fab Industries, merged.  On May 26, 2005, Steven Myers of SSJJJ 
Manufacturing, LLC (SSJJJ) signed an agreement to purchase assets of Fab Industries. 

3) The use of tetrachloroethene (PCE) and other hazardous substances in facility operations 
at Travis Knits is well documented.  On October 12, 2015, James Sitterly of Mohican 
Mills forwarded an electronic copy of the August 20, 2015 Phase II Environmental Site 
Assessment (ESA) of Travis Knits prepared by Blue Ridge Environmental Services, Inc. 
(Blue Ridge).  The Phase II ESA reported that environmental media at Travis Knits had 
become contaminated with hazardous substances, and concentrations of PCE in soil and 
groundwater exceeded applicable remediation goals. 

  



NONCD0002787 
March 10, 2016 
Page 2 of 8 
 
 

 
g:\wm\ih\incidents\travis knits noncd0002787 gaston\sar\travis knits noncd0002787 site memo 3-10-16.docx 

Specific Comments: 

1) In 1966, Fab Industries incorporated and acquired an 81% stake in Mohican Corporation 
(Mohican).  Mohican and Fab Industries merged in February 1968 (Grant, 1999).  
Mohican had previously owned, operated, and/or controlled Mohican Mills (f/k/a Meyer 
Mills, Inc.) (Lincoln, 1960; Lincoln, 1963; Lincoln, 1966). 

2) On November 11, 1970, Lemag, Inc. (Lemag) purchased a 10-acre parcel of land along 
West Academy Street (Extension) in Cherryville, Cherryville Township, Gaston County 
(Gaston, 1970a).  On November 23, 1970, Lemag incorporated in North Carolina for 
purposes that included (without limitation) leasing of property and “constructing, 
manufacturing, raising or otherwise producing, and repairing, servicing, storing or 
otherwise caring for any type of structure...” (Gaston, 1970b). 

3) On December 1, 1970, Lemag leased the subject property to Knitronic Knitting Mills, Inc. 
(Knitronic) (Gaston, 1970c).  On August 4, 1971, the aforementioned parties executed a 
succeeding lease agreement (Gaston, 1971).  The Building Summary for Parcel # 130326 
at the Gaston County GIS reports that construction of the industrial and chemical storage 
structures was completed in 1971 (Gaston, 2016). 

4) On December 18, 1972, Lemag and Knitronic executed another succeeding lease 
agreement for the subject property (Gaston, 1972).  On December 27, 1976, Knitronic and 
Harbor Knits, Inc. merged.  The name of the surviving corporation was Knitronic (Gaston, 
1976). 

5) On July 14, 1978, Knitronic amended its Articles of Incorporation to include (without 
limitation) a name change to Travis Knits (North Carolina, 1978).  On May 30, 1979, and 
September 7, 1979, the North Carolina Division of Air Quality (NCDAQ) observed 
violations of the visible emissions standard at Travis Knits (Horne, 1979). 

6) The NCDAQ issued a Notice of Violation to Travis Knits on September 7, 1979.  On or 
about September 20, 1979, Fab Industries purchased Travis Knits and resumed operations 
(Conway, 1979a).  Fab Industries acquisitions in 1979 included two bankrupt knit 
companies known as Travis Mills, Inc. and Travis Knits.  Travis Knits was described as 
“…a plant in Cherryville, North Carolina, for circular knitting, dyeing and finishing, and 
printing” (Grant, 1999). 

7) Travis Knits submitted a written request to the NCDAQ on October 18, 1979 to transfer 
the facility air permit (03489R) from Knitronic to Travis Knits (Conway, 1979b).  
Equipment covered by the permit consisted of two tenter frames (that process prescoured 
fabrics) and a carbon bed adsorber installed on the prescouring/dry cleaning system 
(Horne, 1979). 

8) On December 17, 1979, the NCDAQ issued a permit to Travis Knits, which granted 
permission for the “operation of two tenter frames processing prescoured fabrics and an 
air cleaning device consisting of a carbon bed adsorber installed on the prescouring/dry 
cleaning system to remove hydrocarbon and odorous emissions, and for the discharge of 
treated air into the outdoor atmosphere at its facility located at 1515 West Academy Street, 
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Cherryville, North Carolina, Gaston County...” (Peace, 1979).  In addition, Lemag and 
Travis Knits entered into a Memorandum of Lease on December 17, 1979, which modified 
the existing December 18, 1972 subject property lease (Gaston, 1979). 

9) Correspondence on January 15, 2016 from Susan Cooper of WCSR to the Division 
confirmed the use of PCE in the facility operations.  Ms. Cooper interviewed Randy 
Littlejohn who reported that his employment began in March 1980.  The correspondence 
states “…Mr. Littlejohn recalls there was a piece of washer equipment that was used by 
previous owners to clean yarn dye materials.  His understanding was that this washer used 
PCE and the PCE was piped from an above ground tank to the washer.  Mr. Littlejohn 
recalls that the PCE tank and washer were removed by an outside contractor within several 
months of him starting employment and the PCE washer was never operated during his 
time of employment at [Travis Knits]...” 

10) On December 15, 1981, Mohican Mills purchased the subject property from Lemag 
(Gaston, 1981).  On January 18, 1982, Lemag executed articles of dissolution (Gaston, 
1982). 

11) Travis Knits submitted an air permit application on January 25, 1982 to the NCDAQ to 
construct or alter processes involving a tenter frame (Bedenbaugh, 1981).  On April 28, 
1982, the NCDAQ issued Air Permit No. 3489R3 to Travis Knits granting permission for 
the operation of two tenter frames and air cleaning devices and appurtenances consisting 
of a catalytic converter installed on a tenter frame and a carbon bed adsorber installed on 
the prescouring/dry cleaning system (Helms, 1982).  During an investigation on December 
22, 1982 of Travis Knits for an air permit application (received on December 10, 1982), 
the NCDAQ recommended that the carbon bed adsorber unit be deleted from the next 
permit because the prescouring/dry cleaning system had been removed from the plant site 
(Chang, 1982). 

12) On November 20, 2015, Dawn [Gottschalk] reported to the Division that a PCE release 
occurred from a leaking tank at the subject property (1515 West Academy Street) in the 
1980s, which was discovered during an ESA for a property sale.  Dawn reported she was 
an insurance agent and she was working with Fab Industries to complete a claim (Adams, 
2015). 

13) On September 4, 1991, Travis Knits purchased the subject property (approximately 10-
acres) from Mohican Mills (Gaston 1991a) and the east adjacent parcel (approximately 4 
½-acres) from William & Marjorie Andrews (1991b).  On September 29, 1992, Travis 
Knits acquired approximately 2 acres of the west adjacent parcel owned by Jakbee, Inc. 
(Gaston, 1992). 

14) Travis Knits was required to provide a facility-wide emissions inventory within one year 
of the issuance of the September 9, 1993 Air Quality Permit #3489R9 (Chang, 1993).  
Trigon Engineering Consultants, Inc.’s (Trigon’s) August 1994 Air Toxics Modeling of 
Travis Knits stated that “the Travis Knits 1993 Air Pollutant emissions report identified 
formaldehyde, acetic acid, xylene, perchloroethylene [a/k/a PCE], ethyl acetate, arsenic, 
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beryllium, cadmium, hexavalent chromium, manganese, mercury, and nickel emissions 
from plant process and fuel combustion” (Trigon, 1994). 

15) In 1994, Trigon reported the PCE air pollution by source included tenter [frames] with 
47.49 pounds per year (lb/yr), dyeing [processes] with 9.59 lb/yr, and fugitive [emissions] 
with 0.48 lb/yr (Trigon, 1994).  The May 25, 1995 Air Permit # 3489R10 for Travis Knits 
incorporated emission limitations on toxic air pollutants including PCE (Overcash, 1995). 

16) Steven Myers, an attorney (Christiansen, 1984), began employment with Fab Industries 
in 1979 (Maycomber, 1997).  In 1984, Fab Industries was the world’s largest vertical lace 
producer, and Mr. Myers was vice president of sales administration and head of Fab 
Industries home furnishings business (Christiansen, 1984).  In 1997, Steven Myers and 
Bernard Hopp were named co-presidents of Fab Industries (Maycomber, 1997).  In 
August 2001, Mr. Myers became president of Fab Industries and maintained the position 
of Chief Operating Officer (SEC, 2004). 

17) Travis Knits reported that facility operations ceased on June 29, 2001 (Ezzelle, 2001).  On 
November 3, 2003, Travis Knits was merged into Mohican Mills by Steven Myers, 
president of Mohican Mills.  The name of the surviving corporation was Mohican Mills 
(North Carolina, 2005). 

18) On May 26, 2005, Steven Myers of SSJJJ signed an agreement to purchase assets of Fab 
Industries (SEC, 2005d).  On the following day, Fab Industries announced a definitive 
agreement for the “as is, where is” sale to SSJJJ (SEC, 2005a) and filed an application for 
the delisting of its common stock from the American Stock Exchange (SEC, 2005b).  
SSJJJ was created as an acquisition vehicle and owned by Steven Myers (Fab Industries 
President and CEO) and several members of Fab Industries’ management.  Since the 
closing of the sale was subject to the outcome of a final settlement of litigation, Fab 
Industries created a liquidating trust, Fab Industries Trust, as a successor (SEC, 2005a). 

19) On November 1, 2005, Fab Industries filed a certificate of amendment to change its name 
to Fab Industries Corp (North Carolina, 2009).  On November 2, 2005, Fab Industries 
Trust (the successor to Fab Industries) announced it had closed a definitive agreement for 
the sale of assets and assumption of liabilities to SSJJJ and that “business operations will 
continue under the name Fab Industries Corp” (SEC, 2005c). 

20) On October 12, 2015, James (Jim) Sitterly of Mohican Mills forwarded an electronic copy 
of the August 20, 2015 Phase II ESA of Travis Knits.  The Phase II ESA was prepared by 
Blue Ridge and reported that environmental media at the subject property were 
contaminated with hazardous substances.  In addition, concentrations of PCE in soil and 
groundwater exceeded applicable remediation goals (Blue Ridge, 2015). 

21) On November 10, 2016, Matt Bramblett of Hart & Hickman, PC (Hart & Hickman) 
submitted a Preliminary/Potential Receptor Survey that identified 63 potential water-
supply wells within ½ mile of Travis Knits.  The survey also included groundwater 
samples collected on October 29, 2015 from five water-supply wells located south of the 
subject property.  The samples were submitted for analyses of select Volatile Organic 
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Compounds (VOCs).  Concentrations of VOCs were not detected above reporting limits 
(Hart & Hickman, 2015a). 

22) On November 12, 2015, the IHSB submitted a Supplemental Water Supply Assessment 
Request & Notice of Request for Information to James Sitterly of Mohican Mills (c/o Fab 
Industries).  Pursuant to the assessment request, Hart & Hickman attempted to conduct 
additional sampling of groundwater from water-supply wells within 750 feet of the subject 
property as described in the December 1, 2015 Additional Supply Well Sampling 
Activities.  Five samples were submitted for laboratory analyses of select VOCs, and no 
VOC concentrations were detected above reporting limits (Hart & Hickman, 2015b). 

23) On December 8, 2015, the IHSB received a Sub-Slab/Indoor Air Assessment from Matt 
Bramblett of Hart & Hickman.  Concentrations of PCE in indoor air samples were reported 
above the Division’s Residential & Commercial Screening Concentrations.  In addition, 
the potential adverse health risk calculated for the contaminant concentrations in the 
indoor air exceeded the Division’s maximum health risk limits for non-cancer effects for 
both residential and industrial/commercial property use in three of the six indoor air 
samples collected at Travis Knits (Hart & Hickman, 2015c). 

24) On January 15, 2016, Susan Cooper of WCSR (law firm) responded to the November 12, 
2015 Notice of Request for Information.  She indicated this law firm represents Mohican 
Mills and its parent company, Fab Industries Corp.  She stated that …“except for some 
transactional documents and an undated, hand drawn map of the Site, Mohican, nor its 
parent company, Fab Industries Corp have any environmental regulatory documents or 
other operational documents as the plant records were previously disposed of after the Site 
operations shut down in 2001” (Cooper, 2016). 

25) On January 19, 2016, the IHSB submitted a Notice of Request for Remedial Investigation 
to James Sitterly of Mohican Mills.  The purpose of the request was to solicit cooperation 
in monitoring, testing, analyzing and reporting on Travis Knits because the Division had 
determined that there was a release or a substantial threat of a release into the environment 
of a hazardous substance.  The request stated that based on the reported concentrations of 
contaminants detected in the groundwater and the proximity of active water-supply wells 
and residential properties, the Division considers Travis Knits to be a high priority for 
assessment. 

26) On February 18, 2016, Susan Cooper responded to the January 19, 2016 remedial 
investigation request.  She reported that Mohican Mills cannot commit to conduct a (full) 
remedial investigation of Travis Knits, and Mohican Mills nor Fab Industries Corp (Fab 
Industries) believes it is a responsible party under the IHSRA. 

27) On February 29, 2016, online record searches of the Gaston County Register of Deeds 
indicated the last recorded deed of property for the subject property was 1992.  Travis 
Knits remains the current property owner of record (Gaston, 1991a; Gaston, 1991b; 
Gaston, 1992). 
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