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NEW YORK -- Steven Myers and Bernard Hopp have
been named co-presidents of Fab Industries Inc., and
Stanley August has been named vice-chairman. All three
will report to Sampson Bitensky, chairman and CEO.

Under recently amended bylaws, the two presidents will
also serve as the company's chief operating officers.

Myers has been with Fab since 1979, most recently as vice-
president in charge of operations. Hopp, a consultant
with Fab since 1995, is principally in charge of the
company's lace business. August, with Fab since 1980,
most recently has been vice-president in charge of the
circular-knit operations. He will continue to hold this
responsibility. ...

To read the full text of this article and others like it
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April Cruelest Month for Men's Stores | Sfaifueetanbe lovrelTr

his executive budget surmmary Thursday, which, as
Limited, Gap, Eddie Bauer report lower same-store sales promized, includes the elimination of New York
! ' City's 4 pereent sales tax on apparel, effective Dec.
NEW YORK — Fiicing unscasonably eool weatherand the  company spokesman said that the Neiman Mareus | 1. Giuliani has urged New York State legislators to
early Exster, mes's wer retailers reported April sales  stores and the men's stores reported a elight positive | repeal the state's tax on apparel since a one-week
that were disappointisg, Notably The Limited's Strue-  gradn in comps, while NM Direet had aslight downturm. | moraterium in January on state and keeal levies on

ture chiin showed a 13 percent decline in same-store Sears domestic same-store sales rose 34 percent | apparel costing under $500 resulted in dramatic
sale=, 5 it elirl not repent promotions held a year ago, with increases in apparel home furnishings and | sales gaing. The mayor’s proposal would do away

The Gap reported a 6 percent siide in same-store  footwear, J.C. Penney same-store sales were ahead | with New York City’s 4 pereent tax on most apparel
sales 15 both the Gap stores and Obd Navy comps fell 5.7 pereent. A company spokesman noted that golid | purchases, reducing the city’s sales tax from 8.25
& percent and Banana Republic, 5 percent. GapRids  sellers included men's suits, eport coats, dress slacks | percent to 4,25 percent.

Toggmed 1 2 pereent gain insame-store siles. and shirts, and athletic apparel and footwear and .
Spiegel's Eddie Baver subgidiary’s same-store  “Dockens are still going strong,” she added, Fd! HﬂTIES M}'HS, H'w M
sales dipped 2 percent. A company spokeswoman said Kmart same-glore sales dipped 0.8 percent, The | NEW YORK — Steven Myers and Bernard Hopp

men's basie piaque and basic jersey polo shirts, jeans,  company zaid it had a broad decline in sales late in | have been named co-presidents of Fab Industries
anil khaki pants performed well. J. Baker’s Casual - April because of the weather, which hurt some | Ine., and Stanley August has been named vice-

Male Big & Tall same-store sales were flat. apparel categories. chairman. All three will report to Sampson
But other men's retailers showed improvements, Dayvton Hudson total same-store sales increased Bitensky, chairman and CEQ.
Men's Wearhouse comps were ahead 3.6 percent, 29 percent, with a 6.7 percent increase at Target, 2 23 Undor reeently amended bylaws, the two presi-
Pacific Sunwear of California, o retailer of voung  pereent decline at Mervyn's and s 6.1 percent dropat | dents will also serve as the company's chief oper-
men's activewear, ained 9 pereent. the department store division. A company epokes- ating officers.
Among other big retailers, Wal-Mart Stores pro- - woman noted that at the department stores, men's Myers has been with Fab sinee 1978, most
duced a solid 6 pereent same-store sales gainand TIX  collections and bridge sportzwear sold well but chil- | recently as vice-president in charge of operations,
Cus. samasstore sales were ahend 7 percent. dren's was weak. Carson Pirie Seott same-atore sales | Hopp, 2 consultant with Fab sinee 1965, is prinei-

Federated Department Stores comps gained 6.2 dipped 2.2 percent, but the company neted solid per- | pally in charge of the company's luce business.
perecht. But Allen Questrom, chaimman and CEQ,a8d  formances in men's better sportswear, furniture, | August, with Fabsince 1960, most recenthy has been

the resulta were gt the low end of expectations. Other  home textiles and luggage. vice-president in charge of the circular-knit opera-
department store groups showed mederate same- Proffitt’s total same-store sales rose 6 percent, but | tions. He will continue to hold this responsibility:

store sales gaina. May Department Stores’ wasup 3 did net inelude Younkers, which rose 11 percent. At the May 1 board meeting, the company
pereent and Mereantile Stores’ was up 2.8 percent. Chico's FAS gained 2.6 percent, Woolworth wasdown | inereased the size of the board from six to seven

While sales at Saks Holdings were not as weakazat & peroent and Designs Ine, was down 4 percent. The | positions and elected Susan B. Lerner, a director,
somme of the speciatty chains, comps mangeed only a b Buckle was up 10.2 percent. Regional discounters | to fill the vacaney, She is assistant secretary and
pervent gin, Philip B Miller noted that firet quarter were somewhat disappointing: Ames fell 9.1 pereent; | corporate counsel to the company.
andd April anles were moderuted by softnesz inthe Folio Dollar General, 3.2 percent; and Hills, 1.7 percent. The board aleo inereased the authority of the
catalng business, O 5th, some bridge apparel areas st But Goody's Family Clothing comps were ahead 4.9 | officers to repurchase eompany stock, from 5 mil-
Saks Fifth Avenue and by “an inordinately cool spring — pereent and Family Bargain were up 2,7 pereent. 08 | lion to 210 million, subject to stock price and
season.” Neiman Marcus Group resulte werealse  pricer Valee City's comps were dovwn 5 percent and | market conditions,
wnimpressive with a 008 perecat comp-atore gain. A Filene's Basement, 4 percent. —OUANEE. PCARD The company was founded by Bitensky in 1966
and has bean closely managed by him ever since.
Myers is Bitensky's son-in-law. Fub is a major pro-

y ™ " " ducer of knitted textile fabries, laces, related finished

Sears’ New CRB Khalss Line Checking Qut | == »suicse —sox
: ; Burfington Coat Factory Back in Black

Stockholders told retailer plans more: exclusive apparel brands | new vorK — Benefiting from an earlier Easter

this year, Burlington Coat Factory Warehouse

BY NANCY BRUMBACK cited Canyon River Blues as an example of Sears” | Corp thivd-quarter earnings came in at $3.9 mil-

........... efforts to ereate soft lines brands as powerful as hard | lion, or 10 cents a share, against & year-ago loss of
CHICAGO — Canyon River Blues Khakis have beenin lines names like Kenmore, Craftsman and Dishaed, £4.6 million. Sales for the three months ended

seleet Sears stores only a few days, “and it's exciting. The chain is aleo seeking nutional brand exclasives | March 20 gained 18.3 percent to 23824 million
Sales results wee very encouraging,” said such a5 Eaple Golf, aline of men's sports- | from $323.2 million. Monroe G. Milstein, chairman
Rebert L. Mettler, president, merchan- wenr from Izod, he said. and CEQ, commented, “What more can you say?
dising;, for Sears” full-line stores. Sewrs expects to open an additional 16 | The figures speak for themselves,”

Interviewed before Sears’ annual to 25 full-line stores this vear, Martinez For the nine months, the company’s earnings

meeting here Thursday, Mettler noted
the new khakis line is just gretting into the
stores. The line's big brother, Canyon
River Blues denim, “still continues to be
exceptionally strong. We're showing very
large double-digit inereazes over last
year's performance,” Mettler said. The

said, adding at a press conference after | jumped 78,6 percent to $59 million, or $1,46 4 share,
the annual meeting that some new stores | from 333.1 million, or 81 cents. Sales inereaszed 12,3
will be acquisitions from other retailers, percent to$1.44 billion from $1.27 billion,
but Sears has no interest in wholesale .
acrpuisitions of existing retaflers, A 3 bil- mm Fﬁh‘ﬂ'm M
lion, five-year revitalization program in - | NEW YORK — Bidermann Industries' facilitator
the full-line stores is 60 percent complete. received a W-day extension to file a report on the rea-
line had sabess over S200 million last year. Sears will move “more agpressively” sonahleness of compensation paid to participants in a
Elsewhere in men's, knits, dress : into urban markets, Martines said, noting | failed plan in December to buy Bidermann out of
shirts and neckwear are gelling well, “I'd like to see the Rego Park store in Queens, New York, opened last | bankruptey proceedings, Manhattan Bankruptey
some better weather 2o we ean sell 2ome shorts,”  year, is already one of the chain's top 10 stores in | Judge Tina L. Brozman at the time rejected the $230
Metther added. volume, “The faster growth of higher-margin apparel | million plan backed by Vestar Capital Partners,
In hiz remarks to sharcholders at the annonal — sales™ was a faetor in improving Sears” domestic proes chargring that the deal was laden with self interest.
meeting, Arthur C, Martinez, chairman and CEQ,  margin rate (o 26.4 percent last year, he noted,
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