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. o : NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF WASTE MANAGEMENT

November 7, 2000

'\ JAMES B. HUNTIR: . Ms. Jennifer Wendel
-2~ NC Site Management Section
- US EPA Region IV Waste Division _
: ;61 Forsyth Street, 11th Floor -
(BiLb HoLMAN - Atlanta, GA 30303

° SECRETARY

#°.% & Subject: Pre-CERCLIS Site Screening

‘;"l'::;“;: MeYER- Sparta Industries: New Plant
1731 US Highway 21 South

Sparta, Alleghany County, NC

Dear Ms. Wendel,

Please add Sparta Industries: New Plant (‘the Site”) to the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability
% Information System (CERCLIS). Situated along US Hwy 21 South and within

the town limits of Sparta, it's corresponding geographic coordinates are
latitude 36°29'19” and longitude 81°06'24" (Reference 1).

Site Description.
The Site, which serves as a manufacturing facility for laminated wood

products, resides in an industrial-commercial section of the town. Of specific
== concern to NCDENR is an isolated dry well on the northwest corner of the

i~ property. It is here, according to file documents (Reference 2), dumping of an
unspecified amount of residual dye/coatmgs took place unchecked for almost
eight years.

While the town manager (Reference 3) confirmed all businesses in the
region as being connected to municipal water, he did mention the presence
of multiple residential dwellings within ¥ mile radius of the Site. As these
homes are outside the incorporated area they rely on individual water-supply
wells for potable water.

Preliminary Findings.
In November, 1994, the consultant hired by Sparta Industries

undertook a limited subsurface assessment in the area around the dry well.

CHRINDAMERIEA .

1646 MAIL SERVICE CENTER, RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27699-1646

401 OBERLIN ROAD, SUITE 150, RALEIGH, NC 27605

Ian PHONE 9198-733-4996 FAX 919-715-3605
toos AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER - 50% RECYCLED/10% POST-CONSUMER PAPER



Corresponding analytical results (Reference 4) confirmed the presence of multiple
metals (Cr; 540pg/L, Cu; 480ug/L, Ni; 380ug/L, Pb; 430ug/L, and Zn 1400ug/L) and
volatile organics (acetone; 870ug/L, 2-butanone; 30ug/L, 4-methyl-2-pentanone;
20ug/L, and toluene; 1ug/L) in the groundwater.

Conclusion.

Based on analytical data establishing the presence of multiple contaminants in the
surrounding groundwater combined with the proximity of residential wells, the NCDENR
Superfund Section recommends that the Site be added to CERCLIS as Sparta
Industries: New Plant to initiate a Combined Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection
(PA/SI).

Should you have any questions or comments regarding the enclosed, please feel
free to contact me at (919) 733-2801, EXT. 297 or by e-mail at joe.g.grant@ncmail.net.

Sincerely,

oe Grant, Environmental Engineer Dan LaMontagne, Head

Site| Evaluation and Removal Branch  Site Evaluation and Removal Branch
Superfund Section Superfund Section
Attachments: Lat/Long Calculation Sheet (Reference 1)

Preliminary Site Description (Reference 2)
Memo to File (Reference 3)
Analytical Results (Reference 4)

ce: Scott Ross
File

cC: (letter only)
Charlotte Jesneck
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SPARTA INDUSTRIES, INC. (NEW_ PLANT)

ATTACHMENT G - KNOWN OR SUSPECTED RELEASES

1. Sparta Industries ("Sparta") commenced opera-
tion at its new facility in approximately July 1978. 1In
connection with the construction of the facility, Sparta
installad a dry well in the back of the facility. The
specific dimensions of the dry well are not known. The
top of the dry well was about two to three feet below
ground surface. The dry well contained a perforated 55
gallon drum that was surrounded by gravel. A pipe lead-
ing from a small area of the plant where pipe stains were
'mixed was connected to this drum.

Small five gallon containers used for the
mixing of stains were washed in a sink in the stain
mixing area. The sink was connected to the dry well via
the pipe noted above. The containers contained residual
amounts of stain, which generally is and was a mixture of
dry powder, methanol, and small amounts of ethylene
glycol. 8Small quantities of methanol (approximately a
quart) were used to wash the containers. Sparta would
wash out, at most, one or two containers a day.

The use of the dry well as described above
occurred from commencement of operations, in 1978, until
some time between 1984 and 1986. At some point between
1984 and 1986, Sparta ceased operation of the dry well,
moved the stain mixing area to a new location in the
plant, and began disposing of this wash down at a facili-
ty permitted to accept hazardous waste. The barrel and
certain gravels from the dry well were disposed of off-
site, and the dry well was filled with clean gravel.

According to the results of sampling conducted
by MclLaren/BHart Environmental Engineers (report at-
tached), no volatile organic compunds ("VOC"), with the
exception of acetone, were detected in soil samples
collected from two borings drilled through the former dry
well (the samples were collected from two feet below the
bottom of the dry well and approximately two feet above
the soil/groundwater interface). The acetone detected in
the laboratory samples is believed to be from laboratory
procedures and not from the soils at the site. In addi-
tion, although low levels of certain VOCs wers detected

Reference: 2
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in the groundwater samples taken from the site, the only
VOC that was detected in a concentration above a state or
federal standard was acetone, at 870 ppb (the Department
of Environment, Health, and Natural Resources ("DEHNR")
has established a groundwater standard of 700 ppb for
acetone). Mclaren/Hart believes the acetone detected in
the groundwater sample is a result of laboratory proce-
dures and is not representative of the groundwater at the

site.

2. It is possible that Sparta may have also dis-
posed of solid lacquer residue on the ground in the area
of the dry well. The residue is comprised of the solids
skimmed from the overspraying of lacquer on pipes and
certain miscellaneous wood products. It is also possible
that Sparta burned these wastes in a drum on an occasion-
al basis. The information as to whether such activities
took place is contradictory, however, and Sparta has not
been able to verify whether either of these activities
took place. If Sparta was engaged in either of these
- activities, such activities would have ceased at some
point in the early to mid-1980’s. Sparta has no infor-
mation as to the quantity of wastes that would have been
disposed of in this manner, if such disposal took place.



MEMORANDUM

Date: October 31, 2000
From: JoevGrant, SERB

To: FILE

Subject: Phone Conversation"

Phone conversation today with Tom Douglas, Sparta Town Manager. He confirmed
the area surrounding Sparta Industries to be primarily industrial-commercial with
outlying residential dwellings (< %2 mile) on well water.

Reference: 3



PRIORI@y POLLUTANT METALS @
Preparation Method: EPA 3010 {a}

>roject )
Name: UST-Sparta

Sample
Jescription:

Sample
Jumber: - MW-1

Jate

leceived: 11/30/94

\nalyte (Symbol)/EPA Method

\ntimony (Sb)/6010
\rsenic (As)/7060
Jeryllium (Be)/6010
>admium (Cd)/6010
Shromium (Cr) /6010
>opper (Cu)/6010
ead (Pb)/7421
Aercury (Hg)/7470
lickel (Ni)/6010
selenium (Se) /7740
silver (Ag)/6010
‘hallium (T1) /7841
inc (Zn)/6010

omments

Date
Analyzed

12/06/94
12/08/94
12/06/94

15/05/94

12/06/94
12/06/94
12/03/94
12/08/94
12/09/94
12/06/94
12/09/94
12/06/94

Project
Number: 130803091001
_Lab Project-
ID Number: 10727-12
Date
Sampled:  11/29/94
Date
Digested:  72/06/94
Batch .
Number: 941206-4302
Reporting
Concentration Limit
ug/L (ppb) .ug/L (ppb)
BRL - 50
BRL 10
60 5
BRL 10
540 10
480 20
{b} 430 30
BRL 0.2
370 20
BRL 5
BRL 10
BRL 10
1400 20

he cover letter and enclosures are integral parts of this report.

a} Applies to all metals except Arsenic, Lead, Selenium, Thallium, and Mercury. EPA Method

'020 is used for Arsenic, Selenium, Lea

{ercury digestion.

d, and Thallium digestion. EPA Method 7470 is used for

b} The sample was diluted 10 fold to bring target analyte within linear working range.
late Digested and Batch # apply to all metals except Arsenic, Selenium, and Thallium, which
'ere digested on 12/06/94, Batch # 9412064303; and Mercury, which was digested on

2/03/94, Batch # 941203-1104.

.Approved by: 9@/

MBT Environmental

Laboratories

B

l!,l

Date: \2-[20 ( 4‘-,/
Page 1

Reference: 4

¢



BSE VOLATILE ORGANICS
Analytical thod: EPA 8240 - Modified {a}ff)

Project
UST-Sparta Number: 130803091001
Lab Project- -
ID Number: - 10721-12
Date
MW-1 : Sampled:  711/29/94
- Date '
11/30/94 Analyzed:  12/05/94
' Reporting
Concentration Limit
ug/L (Ppb) ug/L. (ppb)
i romethane BRL 10
| Chloride. BRL 10
, momethane BRL 10
A prosthane BRL 10
fehlorofluoromethane BRL 10
j tone {d} 870 250
rolchloroethane BRL §
3 ylene Chloride .%g}é-f- BLL g
: -1,2-Dichloroethene : BRL 5
ichioroethane . BRL 5
Dichloroethene {b} ggl': g
EDichlorosthane " BRL 5
sutanone : 30 25
1-Tnch|oroethane BRL 5
¥ bon Tetrachloride ggt g
Rzene
Brhloroethene ' BRL 5
lchloropropane BRL 5
gD ,_odnchloromethane : - BRL 5
gohloroethylvinylether - BRL 10
Fans-1,3-Dichloropropene BRL -5
§1.3-Dichloropropene BRL 5
=12 Trichloroethane BRL 5
.. Bromochicromethane BRL 5
gs0moform BRL 5
tgé'l-zPentanone {%} ]:’2? 22
c
BRL 25
BRL 5

Page 1

MBT Environmental E"!:SEE vizstsr Buiide* E e r:'m:n.“;(_u-;-.l
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Analyticaalethod: EPA 8240 - Modified {3

Lab Project-
ID Number: 10727-12

4 ' - Reporting
- Concentration Limit
E Analyte ug/L (ppb) ug/L (ppb)
I Chlorobenzene BRL 5
% Ethylbenzene » BRL 5
E m & p Xylene ‘ : BRL 5
k 0-Xylene - BRL 5 --
+ Styrene BRL - S
g 1,1,2,2-Tetrachloroethane BRL 5
E 1,3-Dichlorobenzene {b} BRL 5
¥ 1,4-Dichlorobenzene {b} BRL 5
& 1,2-Dichlorobenzene {b} _ BRL 5
R Percent . Acceptance
i Surrogates Recovery Limits
¥ 1,2-Dichloroethane-d4 . 91 76 - 114
= Toluene-d8 102 : 88-110
B Bromofluorobenzene o8 86 - 115

B Comments
lThe cover letter and enclosures are integral parts of this report.
'{a} Includes all analytes as listed in Table 2 of Method 8240, SW-846, 3rd edition.
v {b} Additional analytes not listed in Table 2 of Method 8240, SW-846, 3rd edition.
| {c} The data is repbrted as an estimated concentration below ‘the established reporting limit.

. ¥ {d} The data is reported from a different analytical run on 12/08/94 at a 10 fold dilution to
= obtam a result within linear range.

R Methylene Chloride, a common laboratory contaminant, was detected in the sample. The
R associated method blank indicated no such contamination.

Approved by: qu/ - Date: l?/! 20!4"3'
o ' / Page 2

MBT Environmental
Laboratories

LS



