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Quick toxic cleanup:has long.past 
By LIBBY LEWIS 

Randolph Bureau 

ULAH - The bulldozers are 
. gone. The bad dirt is out, and the 

clean dirt is in. The nine children 
and their parents who live around 

•
e of the state's deadliest hazard
s waste sites, in this small settle

ment two miles south of Asheboro, 
are back home after spending nearly 
three weeks in a local motel during 

· the cleanup. 

As workers scooped up 2,000 tona 
of soil laced with lead and chipped 
battery casings from an old battery 

reclamation site, the scene was al-
most humdrum. . 

But a scant 18 months ago, legis
lators and lobbyists were waging a 
hot war of paper and influence in 
Raleigh over the legislation meant 
to help fill the gaps in the federal 
toxic waste cleanup . program, 
dubbed Superfund. 

While there are as many as 750 
abandoned hazardous waste dump 
sites in North Carolina, only nine 
are targeted for federal· Superfund 
cleanup. The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency could add anoth
er 12 N.C. sites to. the list. 

The Ulah cleanup is the first un
der the new state program enacted 
by the 1987 General Assembly. It 
calls for ·the state to identify and 
monitor the inactive sites, and it 
empowers the state to clean up the 
worst ones. A key provision of the 
law is it requires the state to try to 
recoup the costs of cleanups from 
the people and the companies who 
made the mess. : 

"It's a good, strong program,"· 
said State Sen. Jo.e Hackney, a 
Democrat from Chapel Hill and the 
bill's primary sponsor. 

It may be, Ulah resident Lash 

Hariunoll:d said. But·he said he can't 
understand why it took so long to 
get help. This summer, Hammond's 
3-year-old daughter Crystal became 
the second child in the neighborhood 
to be diagnosed with lead poisoning. 

The first, more serious case of 
lead poisoning in the neighborhood, 
a 4-year-old girl who liked to eat 

· dirt, was documented in 1986. The 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency learned of it as part of a 
federal· review last year, but the' 
Ulah site wasn't placed on the feder-
al clean.up list. · 

(See Waste, C4) 

20 
Source: N.C. Division of Health SeNices 

Tim Rickard/ News & ·Record •" ~ ; 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~·1~ ~. 
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Waste 
From Cl 
"Wha~ I want to.know is, do they 

have this type of condition in their 
front yard?" asked Hammond 34 
who works for Burlington I~dus~ 
tries in Denton. In 1983, Hammond 
unknowingly bought an acre of land 
by the big_ oak tr.ee, where for 15 
years, the owner of the land, Mar
vin Caviness, and other residents 
cracked batteries for the lead in
side. Some of the soil around the 
tree was 14 percent lead, according 
to state tests. Clean soil normaily 
contains much less than 1 percent 
lead. · 

I~ North Caroli~a- w[!ere major 
environmental legislation had tradi
tionaily receiYed the death penalty 
- enacting the state Superfund law 
was big news. Some lawmakers pre
dicted it signaled a new day for en
vironmental legislation. Sen. Tom 
Taft, a Democrat from Pitt County 
called it a "mini-revolution." ' 

But Hackney, who nearly made a 
career out of getting the law passed 
disag~·eed. ' 

"I don't see it as a watershed. It's 
just what it appears to be - a 
cleanup of past mistakes." 

Similar bills were passed in the 
House in 1983 and in 1985, but failed 
to see the light of day in the Senate. 
In 1987, the climate in the Senate 
changed with the backing of the bill 
by Lt. Gov. Bob Jordan, legislators 
and lobbyists say. 

Joining Hackney's biii was a sepa
rate measure, backed by the Gover
nors Waste Management Board and 
molded by the N.C. Citizens for 
Business and Industry, the state's 
powerful business and industry lob
by. The bill called for studying the 
sites to determine the cost of clean
ing them up, but it did not provide 
for actual cleanups. 

"We just wanted the most palat
able biii possible," recalled Tom 

• • 

. LibbY Lewis/News & Record 

lash Hammond and daughter Crystal, 3, in front of their 
hom~ at the Ulah cleanup site · · 

Graves, president of N.C. Citizens 
for Business and Industrv. 'We 
wanted a bill that was protective of 
due process and reasonableness." 

Bill Holman, a lobbyist for sever
al , environmental groups who 
worked for the bill, said he saw 
business opposition to Hackney's 
bill differently. . 

"The bill meant to hold responsi
ble parties accountable for cleaning 
up the sites - and the responsible 
parties were opposed to that con
cept," Holman said. 

Critics said the alternate, admin
istration-backed bill wouldn't do 
much, other than study ·the prob
lem .. 

"People criticize the board for 
taking a phased approach, but ... 
the reason it didn't pass beforehand 
was too much was asked at once," 
said Linda Little, executive director 
of the waste management board. "I 
think the board deserves credit for 
trying to pull the different interests 
together." The final bill included el
ements backed by the board, which 
gave it bipartisan appeal. 

The state's challenge now is to 
find a way to fund the prog~·am over 
the long haul, Hackney and Little 

say. The Ulah cleanup - which 
tackled only the worst spots of the 
battery site- chewed up more than 
half the $600,000 allocated for clean-

. ups this year. Two giant piles of 
battery casings· remain at the site. 

Much more needs to be done, but 
the program is a good start, said 

. George Givens, a legislative lawyer 
who helped draft the compromise 
bill. Givens drove down to Ulah last 
week to see the cleanup in action. 

"I felt really good," Givens said 
from his legislative office in Ra
leigh. "You sit up here in this office, 

. working - I spent several all-nigh
ters on that bill. To get to actually 
see something getting done . . . it's 
really neat." · 

For his part, Hammond is glad his 
front yard in Ulah was at the top of 
th~ sta~e's list. for cleanup. But he 
smd he s sad It took two children 
getting sick to bring it about. 

'.'If i.t had not been for the lead 
p01somng, they wouldn't be here " 
he said. "It would still be on the 
b!lck burner - where it's been for 
eight years. Before action is taken 
somebody has to get hurt. That'~ 
what gets attention." 
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had been ar _ o ntherQad :.., ..,~--. :r One or · \wo areas m . - d L.vhichwillbetal<en 
s ide since ~-e hkes .t9. pl ,Y. ,~ · .- t ·day this week official~ showed a small perce~dtage o~ iT~it~''iri~ Pin~wood , S C , 

Wednesday was the 1rst f Human Resources· .. tto 'a -hazardous waste !Sposa . _. atq1 :·•' ,, 
h N C Departmen · 0 · - · th<> ,... B tl said ' ~ d 

from t e . . . t Management Section were~~ ..., today, u er . • . ' I ·s · no llonger ·a hazard , sa l 
(DHRl SohdWase .. deemedtheworstmac- Technically, the, SOI ~ -~-:K~t'f'" no'.. . 
area- which authontles have waste disposal site in · ...... " ''J"I . .'ll Se~LEAD: r.age .s~ui~·" -·. to-b-~--
tive hazardous substance or v t..t ' . - " _,Jl • t ·~; J•·.--,.lL' --~f""' • .-.s l r ,·t;,~J.," 1.~-l .. -v-· .,. ~* 
North Caro ma - .. _ ... _ . . . - . /~ .... :-: ___ . :': 

I 
I 

I 

I lea nup were exp·~cted to I e urn -- .. . . . . . ... ~· · .. . . . .:' ,:y~;~ . -... ~ -: ·. ~i?.~:::·_ 
~··'' HH~--~---~ ~ I~:~·~- ~~~~;;:.;J;* ff .. i.' .-:- __ _ ....... ~ .................. ~----~--_____..,____ ... ~ - -·--" ·---·- .. I 
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1:ead 
From page lA 

.. ~'. , ... 

Charlotte Varlashkin, hydrogeologist with 
DHR. 

"We have removed the contamination," 
·she said. 

The state's contract with GSX Services 
Inc., the Reidsville-based firm contracted to 
conduct the cleanup, called for a maximum 
2,000-ton soil removal. The amount removed 
will be about 18 tons less than that figure , 
Butler said. 

"Most of the contamination was to a 
depth of about six inches. Directly next to the 
homes (at the end of road) the contamination 
·was only three inches, while in the roadwl,ly it 
went down a foot or more," he said . 

Soil ranging from six-to 18-inches deep 
was removed in parts of the area. · 

GSX subcontracted with area hauling 

-- ~ 

. s :~~· .. •t_ ..... 

. '" . 
• ·d .J • J~ .~. • .~ ... ~ 1 ~.~ .. J ' ·~ i..- .0 , 4 c., ... ) 

firms to bring 'in fresh Randolph County 'top- , Randolph Countyf.\ Elliottsaid.<JL~\'l.•oqo:. t"tO· 1 

soil. Beginning Friday, grass 'Vill be re!so'Yri}•, :1 !.- But, state officials previously deter- , 
inareasthatwereonceY.~rds~ ~·., .. 1 ·\~; :/ ... m.ineq the contaminated soil that has t>et;n 

, " Things have gone remarkably , well, .. removed posed1the great t threa£ pu he. 
considering everything that'had to be coordi- health ~ . "- ·' (." · .) ,, : 1 

nated," Butler said. "Getting people here The N.C. Commission of Health Services 
and at the appropriate times, getting equip- will adopt a syst~m. i~ Pte r,ext f W•J;nontbs bf 
ment here, ~etting tr~cks ner~ and coq~~i~a t-, ,whic~. to rank *haiardo~ ' w~s~e sites in ;~he . 
ing all of th1s with Pmewood; Sout.ll .<;arol_lpa , stat~ . .. If the battery casmg piles rank h1gh : 
<landfill sit~ ~he~~ the soil was, transJ>9r1ed.> . ,_ enoug~, the statetwoul~ payofor the~r r~mov ·;r. 
Things have gone well." . al. ~!l ? ·~?dJ .-uo· ! -,111 ·~ gn sa • M 

George Elliott, director of the'·Rando'lph '"' •"In additron·to that,gwe are·exploring·the 6 . 

County Health Depar~ment, •• said ~ h is, . idea. of recycling'tlte oatterir!casings, I l'Butlerm---
pleased with the cleanup prpjec,t. ilif" ~ - \' _Said· ~Recrcling 1\vas•riot''a feasible •altema rr-:'-~ 

"I think it went real well ·~ Elliott said tive in this 'Cleanup J>ec~use1 battery casingu 
this morning. "And I'm in ho~s· the batterv . chips and soil wer~mixed -to~ethen.JWith the~ 
casmgs WI _ 9ex . _ ~ . . '1-' , • ;y ,., • • IS' _ --. . ' ))be t' ', _ ,,, ' : ...•. '\1<1 :\. other~· wo !-iles 'r-~ou1cafi~~t 81tr\ickload•p{J!. 

. There are two huge mounds of battery~t. nothm bu~battery-ca~mgs , If -; -."lt.b. 9-1_ ~,rlJIX, 
casings and piece:i of casings ~ peakfng ·at B~tl~r slud 'i?~fc~!'Pfo!m~ haJe ~tiown~> - .. _ 
about 30 feet - left from the battery-crack- interest m the plastic casmg~tor recychngf.b r -
ing business, that were not removed. ,,· 't' <\t1~, · -~~ But, when or if the battery casings ~ill be'11, 

One state official estimated there are 600 ,' cleaned up is still unknown, officials say. · , 
tons of casil!g~ 1~.{~-~ t ~he two sites. _... -~ < ••• ;..-Elliott tJ~s. s~q..ar~.,v\Qu~JY~ th~t •. £ou~.ty -;-- ;-

"My choice would be for th.em to ta~e ,tyfie o f~ci~s may~~ rq_r~.t9,W~1~~~o~l~~~
casings to South Carqlin·a arid ge_t th_em ?~t; of wh1ch could c~t $tnu.lh~A .itl' v.a~ ~niis·:tcr_i t-t _ 
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o kers remove battery ·:~a!hgg_sR:Jf{oro J: CJfiJ ·. Vt'eu -·~· · 
. ' . ·, ,. ·. ),R·· ... <•J. l . .. '. . .,.· -.6. ·'. • • • • ; • ·~ I . I 

"' ~~·By C~YSTAJ.:;.J}AIT1~ · _. · ~- liichstate autho~iti~s have clas- · ·, ~ : 
,. Cou~ier;Tribune~tarr.wrtter/ '. si!ied as th~. W.or~t mactive haz- ~ _ · 1 

.· ' ·.· ~ · ., ·':. ~- a'rdous sub·sta~oe ·or waste --· Q 
U~J\H - ~wo_rk!!r.s . J~Jerally_Jut ·, disposal slte.ln Nort)1 Carolina--in · _J.. ' 

ro_ck ~oJtom ~r1d~y .afte£ ,the~. re- ·\vhich the well is l~ated. . , .. ... ~ 
1
. 

tneved a stack of ·battery casmgs , :. · l . , ~ 
that had extended . some .· 1s.'feeL.. All ~e can see}S .rock and a fe;v • 
down a rock-ljned

1 
hand-dug well.: ;:.; small p1eces o,~ c~stngs. We don t ;. 

~·.· · ,. · · ,. •, · .- see any water.,... :v· , • • 
T~e workers are nea~iri~ com- ·>~·. Offici'als said, ~hey ~ere glad to ~ 

~letlpn ~f a •$350,000 _soli exca~a- discover that -at least part of the 
lion, proJect off SR 1219· south · _9f •• 60-year-old, 40-foot:'deep well had " 
Asheboro, where fpr-15 years bat· ~aved in or, perhaps', at one time, 
teries were broken and :-t~e. l~ad ' "'been -- filled wittl:. dirt. Workers 
inside reclaimed for ·resa1e. ,-...;;-• ~ pulled'; the casings out of the well "' 
· Last Tu.esd~y~:. the ·· ~~~ricto~ed~ ; F_ri~~y wi~~ a 'impr?vis_ed hook de- 
well was discovered at: the'.termi- 1 VIC~, _fash10~ed by.tapmg a crow
nus iof SR .. 1219' afte( workers 1. ~fir tothe end of a l~ng pole. . · ·: .... ' . 
spotted a small pile of ba_ttery cas: 'Authorities say t~e well I?o~es n. · '" 
ings near an old .... cqncret~ shed. mor~ of a thr~at to people ltvmg o ~ 
Once workers began to remove the : 'SR 1219 than was tnere already. ·~ . 
casings, more }'l_erEf fQ4,n,d. Work~ · Re~e~t "·~ampli~gs ,of well wat~r ' ~-' · · ' 
ers dug only about seyen feet into supplies m the area have found no,: .. , . .. · 
the well, which is less than two lead. · · . . · 
fee tin diameter. · · ' ·\It is believed the well was once > • 

"As far as' the ca.si~gJ ~ them- adjacen~ to·. a. house that haa ~ · . 
selves, we pulled 'out cfll we ~urned, a~cordmg to longtnne r_es- ~ :
could" said Randy Garner, pro- 1d_ent~ of the a~~a. ~he well, whtch . 

••• ., . ..... < •• .,. , .. jed ~anager _of GSX" Services" eventually_ dned _ up, reportecjly 
· ' ·· ' 1 th R ·d '"' ·n b d r served res1dent:s of the home. Tyrone Kelly of GSX Services Inc. snares battery casings ' . . ··: . nc ., e et s~t e- a~-~ 1rm . 

· ~ cootractPd to clean up th~ area :- . See .WE~. page 6A 

~ well ' . 
From page lA 

The well will be replenished with clay, fresh 
dirt or grout - a fine cement material - so that 
residents, especially children playing in the area, 
will not risk exposure to lead. 

Two of four families evacuated from their 
homes before the cleanup started Sept. 19 were 
expected to return home Saturday. The other two 
families will return home sometime next week, 
when the proje ~ t is expected to be completed, said 
Jack Butler, environmental engineer with the N.C. 
Department of Human Resources' Solid Waste 
Management Section. 

"They (the families) understand we're not to· 
tally finished," Butler said. "We still have some 
cleaning up to do, but the activity will be less ... 
(Thursday) we had 17 trucks in here. They will be 
asked to keep tl-te children indoors, or at least away 
from the (work ) site.'' 

· On Friday, state offiJ!iaJs lp,gJs·~frandom satn- ··) q; - ·• -~- < · --- ·" · · 
pi~• from the less-than::ooe-a'cre 'lead~reclamati'on " · 

·, site'. The :samples wilfoe sen"t· Cor."~nal~sjS' to deter.-. I 
' mine if any contaminated soil remains. ·, · ~--" · . '' 

, · "Right now, we'te sitting 'aH·,ooo' tons <of soil- . , 
removed l," said Garner, noting ~he GSX contract .. ;{ 
sets a 2,000-ton limit for removal. ·"That leaves us a ; .- · .. , ' 

~·~-two-truck leeway if they do find .contamination·. If 
the· tests COme cJeap, we Will i Stop · with that 
·( 1,960)." \ . ;. ·~\ 1 

'·' ' .,_ '·' ~ • l i . . "" -
On Tuesd~y, ~brRers are ··e.~pected to' return "to 

the site to either.clean up taintep~soil spots or bring 
in fresh fill dirt ~oqhe '~xcavateq· area. ' / / ', . 

· "I can't speak ·for the stat~. but we're pretty 
sut:e. we've gottep the' bulk of-it? We're pretty sure 
it's clean " Garner said. · :.· .. : ... ·: · r " ' "' 

• ' I I •••• ~ /' ,.... >I<"' t ..... 'I' " <( 

,. -

.. ~· 

•'/" 

According to Butler, the state ook about''200 
soil ~am pies during the 'month .of July t' ~etermine 
the exact location of the contamination including 
a sample just inches away fx:om the _well. , : .: . ,-,:~ ..-... 

"We knew the casings were there, but we didn 't '/ .)--· 
dig down in the center of the pile.' We dug at the , , ... --· 
edge of the <battery casing l pile," Butler said. "It , ~_ .... . 
wasn't until the other day we found the well directly ': 
under the pile <of. casings . l '' 
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'88 starts 
Dt N.C. Zoo 
rthms in the 
:OOay afternoon will · 
2Jf entertainment at the 
)ark. .. 
a native of Trinidad, 
's been playing the steel 
Jl ly since he was 12, will 
lfaditional Caribbean ; 
~ at 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. as 
~. 
unnual celebration of 
. and the arts, which 
lure music and dance 
~orld each Sunday in 

urdayj zoo v.isitors will_-· · 
iJ1 an unconventional .,.,_ 
t the park: ParticiJ}ants . 
. nger:hunHorm in the · ~ 
off in Seirch of 
10ns about monkeys and ! 
:Jnswer all questions : · .,; ' 
la zoo poster.; . ~· . ·.5,·-' 
~ Parker, zoo·:'! 'f:C{t\~t. 
ibtor:; _also ~ill p~~~t~ 1 

1as, e!lti~~<t"@e -~·' ·"'3: 
JCh S3tutda'y' ih Octobe 
:[@Or._goriiJa ·habita'(~tJ. ~ 
0011~ ' ~,..;1,~ :f.! ~ )_i..'~·~·lt"' f· 

t .. ~ i1'.f ~-~!-fi. ~~ ~·. ,~: ~~ s, . 
~ Ou.IJY.·.-t,(j"-tr. ..... -g ~,, .... , 

tch· r'abie5',1-I~~rilii'.~ 1
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. .J:t ~~ ... : ~ .· ; ~· >.'~·) ~ . 
County Hea~th ;l; '' :· . . 
rnsoring a quai'te· :. ~ .... -
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Workers will try to remove batteries from well 
By CRYSTAL BAITY 

Courier-Tribune Staff Writer 

ULAH- Workers were to today begin the tedious 
process of removing battery casings from an aban
doned well which state officials now believe is 60-
years-old and about 40 feet deep. 

the worst inactive hazardous substance or waste dispo
sal site in North Carolina - for remnants of contami
nated soil at a site off SR 1219 where batteries were 
once cracked and their lead reclaimed for sale. The 
well was discovered on the site . 

Levels of lead as high as 14 percent have been 
found in the tainted soil. 

gan to remove them, they found more . Workers dug 
only about seven feet into the well, which is one-and
one-half to three feet in diameter. 

Today workers wili attempt to pull the casings out 
of the well with some type of hook, improvised by tap
ing a crowbar to the end of a long pole. 

,. Officials will also begin sampling a less-than-one- On Tuesday, workers unearthed a small pile of 
acre area - which state authorities have classified as battery casings at the abandoned well. Once they be

A convenfional weaatng IJrdcesstoiJ It ca:ag cnc:-

A section of the 40-foot well may have caved in or 
partially filled with dirt after it was deserted. Officials ' 

See WELL, page lOA 

·- ... 

from the N.C. Department of Human Resources s t u d 
9
. n t s schouvtetrlye btloewbluapst_ off. "I was re < DHR> on dealing with the well. 

Once the batteries are removed, the well must ''I'm kinda nervous right n( 
b_e ·~closed out" -either filled with clay, dirt or a ; After TV announcers sc: 
10~ cement material so the well will not endanger . 

~ -Well 
. From page IA 
·t :---------------- f From page lA . atocrhei.e1.avxed . .. o. r,_bit, t' h·e· :s• t __ u. 'd' ents. _a. 1 I 

res1dents, especially children playing outside in the I f 1 be 
. :are ·not sure how deep the casings extend into the area. Fourth g'rade teacher Fran Toledano wa~ . . · . . e:: r _tter now, said f< 
;well, said Stan Atwood, toxicologist with the solid . watching with her class in South Carolina the day .Darw1~ . , _I !h10k .<the astronaut 
: waste management section of the Division of Then, officials must submit a form detailing Challenger exploded. · ·. · Co10c1d10g w1th Thursday's 
. Health S~rvices, which is overseeing a cleanup at the c~osu~e. If_ th~re_ i~ any cost in closing out the . ":.he kids and I were very upset about it, .. she ~aches math, science and ~e~ 

. · the termmus of the d1rt road about two miles south well, 1t w1U be ms1gmf1cant compared to the overall said. Some were crying and they didn't really d ou~g Astronauts Program 10 
~ of Asheboro. cost of the project, which is $350,000, Atwood said . unders~nd what had happened, but they knew· _enS are enrolled. -·~"'' · 
· . . . . ·: : . someth10g was v~ry wrong.: . . _. . . . . . ,. , , ··: · pons~ red by N_ASA, the. pr 

~~ - · Th~~ellts~tdeanabando~edconcretestor- . Perhapsoneoutof .thefourfamihesevacuated : ·"It'sreallykindofs ' r t t h ·h. . ,', ,·~ . ge!lerate 10terest m Amertca 
·~, : ~ge buddmg, wht~h .was once adJ~cent to a house from th~ir ho.me~ before the cleanup _began mpy be .... _ .~ McCrar Sch 1 . ca Y 0 wa c t ts tu_ne. ~.._ among young people.-:,fhe stu~e 
t~. t tha~ subsequently burned, accordmg to 'longtime able to return this weekend, Atwood said. That de- another rea%on f 00 itfth g~~er Lake Memus ha_d .. . contest to na{Jle then~~ orbth 
:· f res_tdents ·of the area_. It is believed that the well, cision will be made later today. .; .. -,. '•· :s·;.:~ ,': marked his eight~rb~e~~m nn~ Jan. 28, 1986- It <:;hall~nger: The· na~e ... / '.Challe1 
· ~ which ev~ntually dned, served residents of the .. · . · ~ :i'Jf. . ~.-:', ~ . . , , · Ir '' ~y · : ·' • · tired 10 ho~or of.the astronauts v 
:. ~h$>me. • .•• , · · · ·· ' · Workers are getting close to removing the 2 ooo I remember I was m Mrs. Murphy's second- , "As bad as it was 1 think we 
·.' :_ ·- i· - · · · • t . · · tons of dirt - som~ _100 large duf!i p truck load~ :- gr<~:de ~lass, b~~ we ~a~ch~ < t~e lau~~h > in M~~· f~om the Chall1;mger t~agedy," s 
.: i,. ' , Authorities say the well poses no more of a and ex~t to be fmished at least by Monday, At- , Ellison s class, Memus satd whtle wait10g for Dis- . "I just don't think it will eveJ :> ~ea1t , ~o people living on SR 1219 than was pre- wood said. · y ·· .. · · .. · .. ;< ·. · 
,,I VIOUS y there. Previous samplings , of well water . •' I • • • o· u t h (' . d . t . f . 
;J have found no lead. ' : ) l'i!•fi.' . GSX Services) r:u:: ., ' ~ ~Reldsville firm~ is· in P,t .... ,· S·. . e I n s 0 r e 0 r ~ ~:n· in E f J0•w · •·.. • ·/';. chargeofthecleanup .. The . _ soil):l~s , b~en ·~: ,;,~<'.V'?::~· .... s;,,<' . -·. · ·. , ,,.1 ... l>-~ .· .• >~ .. .: · L''-'.~Jti- ~,.·• -•.,. 
{ , , : _ n ~/Thursday, officials ~ recea'ved guidelines taken to a hazardous Ja · S.CA'"... · !-'• ;_FALL~ &I ·zilli said . ' f·* ·· .. li:-iH .. J ~,...;.t.F.,;,·. f·'' 

, .;.., •· ~:.~-~ ... ~" ... · .••. .,.. "' ·. ,· .;; •·· ¢. . . i · -;;,._d_e~r~ment· ;. · · A.. .•: ~M·• i .. ames 10g ~ 
-r • .. u~·,, . · : During the nine days, tlie

1
ooys burglar alarm 

e~tertai~ed them-~Ives , an~atE{:r.ouriiig-.the .. nii 
, f~ from thestore;j ~lice ~ia~1:!j:~w&k·-i~~ ~:;_,; 
·. On ' Monday, the(BOy~j' J)C; .(if!; N ~~;~· 
suaded an 11-year-old boy to join,•.·' ·• / . ·~·-.~ -~ ' 
them after he got Ol)f of schooU 't ~~ . , - , l 

..., •. uu··''".' ·' OffiCials f~mnd a''st~am'heal~i~~-~' f:n_: ~ J:;.;~ 1n~(n~ 
a clocko a VIdeo ca~,,.~\'dflf'1r1' ~"""- ''"'I I ,. '"'"h ~-·· _ 
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-.Short Takef 

· · Peacekeepers w!n 
:·Naber··· Peace Prize 
.. OSLO~ Norway (AP)- The Nobel 
• · Committee today named U.N. 
: ,. peacekeeping forces around the world as 
-'"'winners of the 1988 Nobel Peace Prize. 
: · Tlie committee cited the forces for 
: : building a confidence in the United 
:. Natioris that allows it to play a growing 
- role iri global affairs. 
:~ 'i; !:;The five-member committee praised 
:· .. ,the blue-bereted troops in the Middle 
·t·:East; Cyprus and the Indian 
=~·subcontinent for subduing tensions 

. . . :<·where armistices have substituted for 
~~.:~ ~·~~~~:~~.~~~·~·~--· ... ~ • ~ ••• ,. ~~.~~h·~ •• 

- - ---- --- ........ " ..1:.• ... 
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Officials: Batteries • well .no- new threat 
By CRYSTAL BAITY 

Courier-Tribune Staff Writer · 

ULAH -The ·discovery Tuesday of an old well 
filled with battery casings does not pose any more of a 
threat to people living on SR 1219 than was previously 
there, state officials say. 

A cleanup is under way at what state officials have 
classified as the worst inactive hazardous substance or 
waste disposal site in North Carolina, where levels of 
lead as high as 14 percent have been found in contami-
nated soil. · 

:In 
·"There isn't any immediate threat that hasn't dealing w1th the well. Varlashkin said Wednesday af

been there in the past," said Charlotte Varlashkin, ternoon she had not yet been able to find out what state 
hydrogeologist with the solid waste management sec..: regulations govern closing the well.· · 
lion of the Division of Health Services of the N.C: De- "The Department of Human Resources has specif
partment of Human Resources <DHR>, which is ic procedures to close out wells; ·If it's a·dry well, it 
overseeing a cleanup at the terminus of the .dirt and may be that no special procedure would be necessary," 
gravel road about two miles south of Asheboro. Varlashkin said. · · , 

, "There is not a problem that will Occur overnight · ...... "We want to close. it out·-righti.• .. 'Right now, we 
<as a result of the .. battery·filled weJ))," Varlashkin haven't come up with a "method·for pulling them !ba't
said. ·· tery casings) out. We still have to find out how deep -it 

!On Wednesday,' officials still were trying to deter- is." · · .· . 
mine what procedur~. if. any, must be followed when· . . · ·_s~e WELL, page lOA. 

... ····- -·. 
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Battery casings discovered well 
By CRYSTAL BAITY 

Courier-Tribune Starr Writer 

ULAH - Workers, who for the past eight days 
have been removing tons and tons of lead-tainted soil, 
discovered something new late Tuesday afternoon -a 
rock-lined, hand-dug well filled with battery casings. 

Officials say they do not know if the area's water 

•
pply is in jeopardy of lead contamination due to the 
andoned well and, since it is filled with battery cas

ings, they do not know how deep it is. 

"Anytime you have a situation like that, it pro
vides a route <for the lead to reach the water supply>," 
said Charlotte Varlashkin, hydrogeologist with the sol
id waste management section of the N.C. Department 

of Human Resources, which is overseeing the cleanup 
at the terminus of SR 1219. "We just don't have enough 
'information right now. 

"We'll have to dig out the battery casings and find 
out how deep it is. We have it covered right now, and 
we'll be determining what to do with it this week." 

Varlashkin, who appeared before the Randolph 
County Board of Health Tuesday night, said workers 
dug about seven feet deep in the three-foot-diameter 
well. Officials say they fear the well could be 30 to 50 
feetdeep. · 

Previous samplings of well water - even those 
located a few feet from where batteries were cracked 
- have shown acceptable levels of lead. Every resi
dence on SR 1219 receives water from wells. 

Since Sept. 19, workers have been scraping away 
at a less-than-one acre site where, for about 15 years, . 
batteries were broken and the lead inside reclaimed 
for resale. The site ha~ been classified by s~ate officials 
as the worst inactive hazardous substance or waste 
disposal site in North Carolina. 

Two other areas in the 20-25-acre neighborhood are 
piled high with battery casings, although those will not 
be removed during the cleanup operation. 

About 1,300 tons of soil and some pieces of battery 
casings have been excavated and hauled to a hazard
ous landfill in Pinewood, S.C. Soil samples collected at 
the site being excavated have registered elevated lead 
levels, in some places as little as 1 percent and in other 

See WELL, page 5A 
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areas as high as 14 percent. 
Varlashkin said most of the contamination is 

confined to the soil closest to the surface, due, in 
part, to a high concentration of clay in the soil, 
slowing the downward migration of the lead. 

About 2,000 tons of dirt - some 1,000 large· 
dump truck loads -are expected to be removed by 
GSX Services Inc:, a Reidsville firm in charge of 
the cleanup. · 

Workers expect to finish the $350,000 cleanup 
operation by Friday. 

Fifteen people, including eight children, were 
evacuated from four homes before the cleanup be
gan. They will be allowed to return home this week
end if the excavation is completed and there is no 
heavy equipment on site, Varlaskin said. 

The families have been living in a local motel, 
with lodging and meals paid for from the Carolina 

-Clean Drinking ~ater ~und, which is the source of 
·cleanup monies. 

After the lead-laden soil is removed, fresh fill 
dirt will be put in its place and grass seed sown. 

But two large piles of battery casings will re
main. 

State officials said they chose to clean up the 
area being excavated first because it is where bat
teries were actually broken and where acid leaked 
into the ground. The area poses the greatest public 
health threat because of human contact with the 
contaminated soil, such as children playing in the 
dirt. 

After excavation, officials will re-evaluate the 
battery casing piles- which stand about 30 feet tall 
in some places- and will rank the site on a priority 
list with some 800 other toxic waste sites across 
North Carolina. 

"The casings will have to be removed due to 
the health threat, because there is residual left in 
some of those casings," Varlaskin said. "If the 
casings are chosen as a high priority site, my guess 
is that we would remove the casings themselves in 
one phase and then come back and remove the 
soil." 

But, George Elliott, director of the county l 
health department, said he is concerned with the ~~ 
soil and the potential threat to the water supply 
underneath the stacks of battery casings. 

He asked Varlashkin if, before workers leave .1 the site, soil samples could be taken from beneath ' 
some of the stockpiled batteries by clearing a path 
in the mounds to get to the soil. . 

"We plan to do more sampling ourselves," Var
lashkin said. "But, our current contractor is hesi
tant to get into those piles because of the additional 

.liability to him. That's not in his contract." 
· Varlashkin said it is believed that one of the 

sites where battery casings are piled could have 
been the c.riginal site of the 15-year-old battery 
cracking business. 

Another problem is nobody knows exactly how 
many battery casings are there, although one state 
official estimated there are 600 tons of casings. 

Robert Scott, chairman of the local Board of 
Health, said there are too many "unknowns" to 
leave the battery casings there . 

"It concerns me because there are still some 
unknowns as to what's happening under those 
piles," Scott said. "There's a lot of lead sitting 
there. I hope some of those unknowns will be put in 
a pitch to move us up the priority list." 
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of hazardous problem··.j 
T he GSX Services Inc. work crew moved 

onto the terminus of SR 1219 in Ulah · 
Monday to begin work cleaning up what state 
officials have called the worst inactive 
hazardous waste disposal dump in North 
Carolina. Families in the area have been 
evacuated from their homes. Signs have been 
posted that warn: "Hazardous Material Do 
Not Enter. " And, the Randolph County 
Sheriff's Department has stepped up patrols 

'! 
I 

around the site . , , : · ·. .
1 
..... 

1

. 
The area is contaminated with lead; the 

product of a 15-year business in which . · 
batteries were cracked open to reclaim the · 
lead inside them for resal~ . The. business was 
halted in 1980 when county health officials 
were warned that lead poses' a public health 
risk, but by that time battery carcasses were 
piled high in two enormous heaps and pieces 
of car batteries littered the road , yards and 
driveways like graveL· 

The lead-tainted soil spread over years in 
the dust kicked up by the wind and 
automo~)iles, exposing everyone in the 
neighbor. Children played in the dirt and two 
years ago a 4-year-old girl was found to have 
an elevated level of lead in her blood . She was 
treated successfully, officials say. 

Director of the Randolph County Health 
Department George Elliott is pleased that the 
state saw fit to allocate $344,000 to remove the . 
contaminated soil around the area~ more than , 
half the money the state has appropriated for I 
toxic-waste cleanup. Over the next three -· ~ 
weeks he will realize some success for his ~" · 
years of lobbying tfle:s~.te f<m.the:cleanup ·· . 
money . . , 

The cleanup has b~en~ .~ · long ti~e in 
coming. · ·· 

The problem is that the job will only be ·l 
partially complete. GSX will be removing the · 
soil on the road and around the residences in a 
effort to minimize exposure to humans in 
high-traffic areas. But the mountains of 
battery casings will remain and the soil . 1 
beneath them will not be moved. We know that i 
the lead has contaminated soil as deep as 18 
inches in the cleanup site, but no one knows 
how deep the contamination extends in the soil 
beneath the battery piles. 

The site will remain a public health 
hazard. Although it has caught the attention of 
health officials, finding the money for 
removing the hazard is a problem that doesn't I 
seem to be close to being solved. Coming up j 

with the money- maybe as much as $1 : 
million, Mr. Elliott says- will not be easy . 

I 

But who can put a price on the value of public 
health? Whether it means lobbying harder in 
Raleigh for money or coming up with the cash .! 
here at home, maybe it's time for county · 
officials to move the problem higher on the .I 
agenda for consideration. ::;;1 

I >,1 
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mine that. The Ulah child who tested · money with which to begin. with contaminated soillat Ulah throughout the eight-year saga, 
"Just looking at the piles, they above an acceptable blood lead In 1987, the N.C General As- would be to move it also pro1>9sed but that he has never considered 

look the most spectacular," said level is six now. She never exhib- sembly passed legislation gov- the possibility of recycling the asking for money. 
· ed t k" t · · · h d · b tt · g "If I find this is going to be a 

/, 
Crosbyinatelephoneinterview. It sympoms rna mg trea- ernmg machve azar ous a erycasm s. long-termsituationthenthecom-

From page lA. "' 'l[ng ~'But the lead-contaminated soil ment necessary and the level of · substance and waste disposal So far state officials have ·sent missioners will have to. make. a 
_..;..,. ________ ...;~~JI-+_P m the yards presents the greatest lead in her blood eventually sites in the state and established . inquiries to some 40 or 50 .such decision <about cleanup). But. ~=. 

f th tat , . d" . . f h 11th health hazard." . dropped out of the danger zone. the Carolina Clean Drinking Wa- recycling firms in the U~~ted historically. the state· has· inter-
o e ·S e s 1V1s1on o ea 11. d" · No unacceptable lead levels h.ave ter Fund. · . States, said Jack Butler, env1ron-. h" h h GeorgeE toll 1rectorofRan- vened in .problems that".are too servtces, w 1c oversees sue ' been recorded in the blood tests During fiscal year 1987-88, law- mental.engineer for the state's sites.· dolph County Health Depart- d 

1 
d . . . . big for the county to handle. 

men t, sa i d he • s g 1 a d the of other resi ents, children or makers earmarked $100,000 for so i waste management sect1on. "Can you imagine the commis-
. On Sept. 19, workers wearing contaminated soil is going to be adults. that fund, Crosby said. State To be recycled, the battery ca!)- sioners approving what may take 

protective gear will arrive at the removed but that he's concerned Water is supplied to every resi- health officials decided that it ings· would have to be removep $1 million for cleanup?" _ 
- termin~ of.~~ dead end road . about the fate of the battery cas- dence on SR 1219 via wells. .. would not be cost effectiye to from Ulah as ,hazardo~s wast~~ •-=11!!11!1!""--·~· -=------~ 
. and begm scoopmg up some 2,000 · ings · · Tests of welLwater - even spend $100,000 to clean. up JUSt a crushe<l and treated to. remove~ _ • 

tons - roughly 100 l!irge dump "We're going to attack the from wells located within a .few· portion of the Ulah battery site an>' lead ~contami~tion, Butler 1
• _ • • • __ •• : :· 

.•. · 

- truck loads - of sotl contam1- · problem that affects people d" _ feet of sites on which the batte- and "leave 75 percent of the mess sa1d. Then the casmgs could be :• · ...... 

• 
nated at one of the battery crack- U ,. h "d f . 1 ries were once· cracked their out there," Crosby explained. re-formed or used as fuel. · - · t d · h 1 d rec Y e sa1 re errmg to • . . . . mg Sl ~s ur.mg t ~ ea movin' the con~minated soil contents dripping onto the "<The Ulah site is not) like a .One problem state official~ en-
reclamation busm~, satd Tony 3 "And ffi t' . t tak - 1 t i ground- have always been neg- train turned over;·~ ·screaming couter when making such inquir
W~ ~f G~X ~ervtces Inc., a work B~t 5~~~~; n~t toe :a_yo :e ative, that is, not containing un- emergency, but an on-going ies is telling-prospective 
_1\~ldsvtlle frrm m charge of the , till d. 't h bl acceptable levels oflead. ' problem that needs a planned re- recyclers how many battery cas-
cleanup . . . . s on ave a pro em. A f d . · b. 1 1 " · · · · th · · · · ., · · . · · .. . · program· o e ucahon y o- mova . . . · . · · · . . mgs ere are. : · . . · . ' 
r/· The soil, which in at least one, s.u~ce v.;e wer~ ~old tha_t lead cal health officials has continued .. Butw.hen the legislators in July· "We're only:dealing with part; . · , 
spot registered a 14 percent con~ . stabthzes :l~elf. 10 . the s~tl and for eight years,' It has been sue~ approved the budget for'the sec- ·of the probleni"but we feel Jike. · . · · . · · 
centration of lead during testing, !Doves. very slowly, you re not cessful in light of the results' El~ 'ondyearofthecurrentbiennium, -we're addreSsing the' most -se- . · ;.·. · .. -: · .-·; : . · .•. ··. > 
will be hauled to a South Carolina· .. Just_gomg to w~ke up one mor_~- liottsaid: , . .'. · . · ·. L ·,. which, ends· in June ,1989'; 'th~y . ·rious aspecOof.• that site':first,"' :·-:· .': ., .. ~ ::' :· ~!t:_:l:{i<:~~~)!~~~~·:.;~: .i: ·:~~ .. ~-. 
qazardous waste dump, where it mg and ··Y~ur .. wells, contamt- "As far as we'know\ve've;had addedanother$500,0()0:: ·!:, _t;: · , -CroSbysaidYYI~>:.': .~' .. · :·~!-';_ · ·_. ·• ; .:·:-;~:·. , . ._.. "f~:: :··~ .}: · . · '"~ · · 
will. be buried. Tests have show!! nated: ~~-,,Just doesn t happen no serioushealt~. e.~f~~.fro~ th~ _. With'$600~000 in the _t~ll,;it was :- . "Whe!l·~~g~t'r~~t down to the: . · . ' . '_ . 

. ~at: the lead does not contam1-... oyernlg ~ · . . : lead-wellserious yes..:...butnot· .time to begm hands~n work· for ·mtty-grttly;there,maybenocon-, .. · · ·. ·- · 
: nate the area which will ~ exca-<· 'Mo~ey~- or a l_ack oflt- 1s at fatalities or men~l retardation .. which 'groundwork had been laid •tractor · in~.ther.'coUritcy, who will.. ::;·.: '· 
· vateddeeperthan 12inches.· •·. ~..,. the. core of 59lvmg the batt~ry A lot of responsibility,was put on· .. for years Crosby said;· .. :·~\;'·:, · -:recycle'Uiosebatteries~·-· ·,·: :.'' •'.H. f · 

~~ ~- --~ Exte~i~e precauti<?ns. 'ViJI' ~1 _cas~ng_pr,g,~!~~-,...-- ~ .. ~.. I • N'the people. We were-there s~ying~!:·:.,-~··Ac~~~·uy;·thef<Ul~~f~i!~riup ~ ~~~ f~)!:rs.tJ!te,~,Qffic.ia~:,·.\.vl~Il. 
. · •. ; .. _taken dlJ!lng the dir.t t~moval 00-j -" Local_ b~~ltJ:l ~l~1c1als have I~ d~~·ue~ yo~r ~~il~~n pl~y 1{1 ~~J',. w~!l._beg!fi about 2•k·m~n~-'~(ter :·1rank.:~~;,r.~tj of,~th~~haza_J,"~~~L 
· : · ~use·.lead.is extremely h8:zard- been aw~re o~ th~ Ulah battery_)~dtrt:·!\nd~ lf'l~~ ~~fa ~~tr,-:i~·wastposs_ible .td:,~~~~~\.fhe .~w~st~sl~>I:Jlj,N~~!~l1lhn~,~~t, 

· ous when a1rborne, Wood sa1d. reclamallon stte smce 1980 when (i .. for the chlldren, I thmk the fam1-i'. s1te," she sa1d. ' ~!:·;::;t :-r::~!1 .. ,·~~·J /determine~ how:.. the ·rest of. the1· ; 

•
. . · J! ~~h tOpsoil will be br~night htJ ... ~~t~ ~!ficials. alerted health ?e- t~ lies ~~-dalantas~i~ jo.~.';~ .. , 1~:· ~?;.'~~. ~ ~t ~ill happen to tli~-~!@y. ·{m~~ef,;ml ;,tl1~·_:. Car~l~jta : .. <;lea~t· ..... 

. . ,~·and gia5s sown.· . · "':.' ·:: :' ~ · ·:·: ~ :·. ~·. partments .acr~ North Carq~ma ~·~ •· Monies ·in·., the ·•feder~! . S~perl. f,casmgs ·and :_the approxn:~tat~y -.. ~11.~~-~g ;v(.~J~~" ~~. , .. ~~-~ .(~~:- :: ,.. . .. 
'( _: ;~fThe ta~:for;uie~two-week;pi-0-·4 ~~0~!.s~c~-~~~~- · - 1: · q~fundto~ealwithha_zardouswast!_:· $25:(l.~leftin'theCarolina~Clean:-Jt~.~-~~i.~.~J,>~r.~~p~~~.:1.::~1~~~-l·= .· ·· . ::; .. _-· . 

. :.:.···."·t ·]f:!Ct: $344,ooo:!f.~:.t·.··v/- l_,~-'r : .. -•. f-... r·f~!-.~·~'r~e-l.U_ahlbattery-crac~~~g t'· es are mtend_ed .. to~~~~essiiand-•. D~nkl~g·Wa~.e~;F.p!t~?- ~111 .~e:.-~~d~b.~ed~rit·:" 1;,,-;';;iJ"tr-:ii'l,:.l!-5.,·:·· ;_-~ >- . J' • • • • • ·: : 

;:.;-:>::. i•_:,i)·_'-~But-thebatteiyniountains ill.'}~~~~~n.~~sed: .. ' .· .. l}i· ~~clean ~p-only a f~w.,,sltesJ~t!_lmo!ley.,be us~~.to~fmlsl!.the ]~~.:J~· .. ~1:~~ur:-J~!l~ ... ~~t~I"Y,~·.P.l'?~(J_sk .· • '" . . . . . . 
1
:... 

· ~.1 : .·: ( .~rii'ain~ .. ; ... , -~. ..· ·: , !:)J\~~ .• ~ .. ~~~~:~\oo~:testmg of. md1v1dua,.Is :~ r~nk htgh on !1 ~llon~!.~prJOptyr·, .~h~~.;;~r:~ ~~t m9~~ ·~ '!1~~ Ff·~'!m~.t~lt11o!~:Y.t'-~~~~1.~,e~ P!.•~.f!.t>.'J.:4 ·~:i ;~:·''<h~~~:·•''··~.::··::..;.:.~·:~.::~!~t"":· '':'::~ .. , .. ,n·::~v"i· 
ft.: : ~:: ··. -~~'Wrl1f ~-.t ~(•• t~-~~-.~ ~f<t:~ i1 v~r ... ·-1 1_; t;wtlo liv_e ~long ,the. af~ected ~oa~ ~· bst, Crosby_ sa1~. 1:. !l .-'4!_ ~· .: ~·_:, ~ jL~~ .. -• ~!.~er:e:s::o ~o.·~ ~~nt~ ;· ~\ b!1Stlm~•9t9~ pr,os~!. ~~~~~·Y.::l~~ . ' ,. ! 
!.\/, ·~ 1: J.l- ,.~?:.'~~P~t·: ?~~'--~r ow _ong .. _·haveconti~!J~pe.~odically~mce;f-: "0~ wor:st s1t~ m.No~th: · ra:-.; tl}ose casangs ~111 ~.~P p~~~tY'~fl~ng~~~ 1m_one~ft9,~~1.w!lli ~~~ . · 
:··: .. ·'I . .' r~}~~,··.DC?.~ne kpo~~~hat:~ l?e::. t~en; Elhott _s.lud; especaally k~ hna JS·nok:as: bp_~ ,asr-r~Y ;'.l~ec.~m~.-Ut~.·:.s~te.:~~~~r?.:t!te:,·ml~l\iP~I>J,~gt4'IT:".~H~ott~_l~J.he!~~~?! 

. .-·~.:._:· ·_n;eab.ldhe;bat~:j~smg plies,·. _among ~ildren.under the age'of~1worst:site· inlNew··J~.~~y,' "she:~ cleanup);".· CroSby~-saad:-.. t'.~t:'l~Y.~;-~i'{~.PP...~~.c~c~~~~;t.S.l?.~~\-· 
: ~ ;·~- "--~?1Y·td~p:~~~4,.m~y have pe~- six. Th~ ~bits ~f y9ung children:-; said. , . · .. :;., .. :~ :d: ·,; ,;t;~ ~-: _-:· ·~~t·:will ta~ea l~tof~\l;l~Y.a,.nda lo~~f. l,mlSSl.oners~or~~lp:;'fii}.tbi.\J''~·r.' :! 
·.';.. ·-':.1'· :. ~~~«~~::~~., ~il; ·~ow. far 1t ~ :~ ,thumb-:S~~·~·pJ_ayin~ -~~-~e ~;1; • ~. al~ou~h ~~~~ and s_~. e ~fi:,· analys~ ~- .det~rmm~. -,We'.re~~!l.~ t, El~~~~t ~-•.<! h~ has appt;lS_~ the · · 
: <·,.;; ~fl~1m!~~.~-f~~.C:~.!!~~1~!~r:tg.~e._QU:~.:and:su~~-:.make.J~~more'* ftctals have tdentlfle_d~l5'st es m1 ··,the"processofevaluatmgn~~,..'~f~~;r:~.~e>.untYJ.b9a.f4.t'q~tJ~~lth~"'3 . r .-. .. y. . .;.._ ·.. . -..,~- 1 
·=:· --~·.~ .. 1,-~,~\~a.Wif~~l~~rr.·~:?:~·1:·:n~~:;.:r-:-..,::rf~~.~li~~l~.f®lt:f,S()~,~con~mi~ted bf~:t:~o~th:;.carolina'·ithat-life~«F. tten-if~~~f~~t~~st~~Y.~~~hi~.h~t.~~~~r,1i~£~!h~~-~~-'- · ~;;·~~~:; ,-:,:·~\ :- _ : __ .. ~-:~·,.:;.:,.:.;." ._~;,: ::: = ·.~;:· 
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oun:tY pi~ked easiest battlefi'. 

By Grant Parsons '"- · · It would be dllCicult to.flnd enough 
·~es•.s•"•••ost · ·_: . :dirt to cover the garbage daily. 

::- .Rowan County could have been Also, because of the types of rocks 
. attracted to the Mingus farm as a In the creek state observers be

landfill site. despite Its historical · lleve the underlying bedrock Is 
significance, because its second fractured, and groundw~ter could • 
and third choices presented more be conta~inate<'. · . 

A perm1t for the U.S. 29 sate 
obstacles. . .- . • . would have required special pei'· 

Count}' officials. and their· con-· mission from the Groundwater 
sultants held. out. three_ sites to Section of the Division ·of En· 
state authorities. All had problems vironmental. Management 
of one sort or another; as outlined • A 415-ai:re · tract·- off Long 
in a June 25 memo from the N.C. Ferry Road neal'lnLerstate 85 had 
Division of Human Resources: limited excavation depths, and 
. • A 360-acre tract off U.S. ,29-{;()1_ water filterings fr~m the landfill 

near the Swink Plant 'has ina de· would flow almost ~irectly Into 
quate water flow in Town Creek;·· 
and because of a former clay mine·, • Se-e fiuiiest, -p 

" ' . -Easiest 
• From Page 1 A 

• High Rock Lake - an eventual 
water supply for the town of 
Denton. 

A permit for the Long Ferry 
Road site would require special 

·permission from. Environmental 
Management's Public Water Supp-
ly Section: ' . 

• A 3i .J.acre site oil Campbell 
Road apparently met all the 
preliminary requirements. 
Although not spelled out in the 
memo, the coun!f. knew of the 
historic ~lingus h_ouse. 

A permit for that site would 
require special permission from 
the N.C. Historical Commission. 

All sites had some sort of 
obstacle to be surmounted: county 
officials had to choose the best 

· battle, the one in which they had 
the highest chances of winning. 

"In many instances. people have 
so many hurdles to get over In an 

environmental review - waste 
management, water quality, 
prime forest land. prime agricul
tural land - that when they've 
completed one particular round CJ! 
reviews, they'll often feel they've 
accomplished wha: they need to," 
says William PricE. director of the 
state's Division of Archives and 
History, which oversaw the Min· 
gus farm case. 

Or, he says, cour.ty officials may 
have chosen the easiest battle 
because they knew or the obstacles 
facing others. 

"People sometimes feel that 
they've had such hurdles to sur
mount In purely environmental 
'reviews that a historical or 
archeological review process just 
can't be thal big of a hurdle," ... 
Price says. "There could be the 
perception that we're an· easy 
target." 

But there's also a third /er
ception. 

"There gets to be the situation 
which - and I think this is clearly 
part of the case with Rowan 
County - every alternative that's 
looked at has some sort of review 
problem," he says. 

An agency looking to accomplish 
an undertaking as vast as a landfill 
Is faced with a varietv of review 

.concerns. from locai zoning to 
federal regulations. 

"As you work your way through 
the process, therl' comes a _point 
where you weigh. wrestling one· 
line as opposed to another one." be 
says. "Hopefully you make those 
decisons In the best Informed 
manner possible, but frl'quently 
you're going to have to make thosl' 
decisions." 

In a nutshell: "You wind up 
opting for a particular problem 
and trying to make it work." 
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State officials 
plan lawsuit 
after clean up 

By The Associated Press 
ULAH - State officials say 

money from a fund set up to pay 
for cleani ng up toxic waste 
dumps will be spent for the fir s t 
time to c lea n up par ts of a s it e 
in Rand !ph Cou nty where car 
batterie:; were crac ked for the 
lead ins ide. 

Officia ls said they would file 
suit against the landowner after 
the site was cleaned up in an 
attempt to recoup the money. 

The :1 0-foot-high hill of 
cracked car batteries behind 
Glenn Hoskins' house rep
resents one of the stale's worst 
toxic-waste problems. For 10 to 
20 years, Hoskins and some 
neighbors bought used batte
ries, cracked them open and 
sold the scrap lead. It was hard 

· work, Hoskins said, but he 
made a good living at it. 

The workers wore rubber 
gloves and rubber boots to 
guard against the battery acid, 
but the ground had no such pro
tection . As a result, bits of lead 
built up in the ground, contami
nating the topsoil and threaten
ing to poison the neighborhood 
children. 

In the worst spots, state offi 
cials say, up to 14 percent of the 
soil is lead , a Winston-Salem 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

"We've already warned the 
children to stay away from it, 
don't play in it," said William 
Meyer, head of the state's solid 
waste program. 

If children play in contami
nated soil, they can absorb lead 
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··used .~.s.attery~ B~si:n·e_ss. 
~ Jatge;JI'! :ro~iC.L~WSuit, 
.. , · t,JLAH (AP) ...,: The ·30·f.oot· : Hoskins said he's glad that the 
.. high hill or cracked car batterle~ · state wants to clean up the neigh· 
·.· behind Glenn.Hoskins' house borhood, but he doesn't have the.·. 
~-represents on'e of the state's money to pay !or lt. He also said. 
~ ;worst.toxie-waste problems, and . .a lawsuit woUld be futile. . . · . · . ·.· 
.'\ state ofllclals say they'll file suit , "I sure ain't got the money to . 
·' after It's cleaned up.;·:.. , ... ,' :-; .pay them;" Hoskins said. · ·., .... ·: . · 
:·.For 10to20years, Hosklns.and •.. ln·.the end, Meyer said, Hos·· 
:·.a handful of neighbors .bought .,. kins and the other battery crack· · 
;·.used batteries, cracked them ers will likely be forced Into··, 
,: 'open and sold the S!=raP, ~ead .. It • ~ankruptcy. : . , . 
. · was hard W()rk1 Hoskins said; bilt .. Hoskins' home Is one of abouta 
· he made a g0oa living at lt. . ': . · ·dozen trailers and small ranch· 

· .· · : :' :· The· workers wore ·ruti~ier·· .'·sty!~ houses thr:ce miles .south of : 
. gloves and rubber boots to guard " ·Asheboro. His mountain of bat· : 
·. against the battery ·acid, but' the • teries, which covers about three-
' .:ground had no such protection.:' quarte'rs of an acr.e. is the largest ; 
· . .As a result, bits of Jead built up ·of the three In the neighborhood.· · 
·In the ground, ~ntamlnating.the;, '"'·T~icked behind the trees and · 

..•. topsoil and ~hreaten~ng to polson·',:•.the. trailers, the moundsJook' . 
.- the children of the southern Ran- · from a distance like piles of coal 
! dolph CountY,nelghborhood:. • · ."': .at:a foundry. Hoskins said that ~ 

· · ... In the .worst spots, state otfl .. ,.: the· mound behind his house is . 
· .clals say, up to 14 percent of. th.e . mostly his own handiwork. . · ~ 

soil is lead. · · . · · · · · · ... ,. • . · "It was another fellow in.tfie · · 
.. "We've alre'ady war'ne'4'thif::·:nelghborhood who. started It-. 
· children to stay away from.lt, ~[banery .cracking]," he said. 

don't.play In lt,"·sald Willlam·· ·"You.know how it Is. We saw he · . 
. Meyer, head of the state·~ soll!f .. :~was making a little money at It, · 
waste program.· · • . · ... , ··. so· we decided to try lt. Self-em· : 

' .. : :'If.children play!in contaml: c-i.Pioyed IS a whole lot'better thari: · 
•.nated soli, they can absorb.lead:' :·worklng.for somebody_ else." · . ·. 
·.bY eating dirt, by breathing dust ···The work started in the mid· . 

... :orbyputtingdlrtyhaf!dsinthelr ·:60s, when the Vietnam War 
. moutlis said Dr. Gregory Smith,·:-:·fueled ~he demand for scrap.' 

:. a state health expert. Even smalJ •; lead; Marvin Elbert Caviness, a. 
amounts of lead in the blood· ·.neighbor or Hoskins' who joined . 
stream can cause anemia; brain·· him in the battery-cracking bus!-. 

; ·damage or Jearnl~g ~i~~~-~UU~s.f iress, sal~ they would buy ~at- · 
.. he said.. . : .. . . ~·.,: ~:r' . • .... ·~ teries,by1the truckload for $4 
· · The·lead In lloskins' neJghbor-.. ···each and haul them back to their 

. hood hasn't harmed anyone dl· .. neighborhood to be cracked. . ... 
· '· rectly. said Randolph County . . To get the 38 pounds"of lead 

. ; Health Director Geor~li Elliott: ·.out of each ar battery, the men 
: But be added, "I don t want to . dropped them onto pipes or bar· 
· minimize the Importance of a tre- · · rcls or spilt them with an ax. The 

mendous publl'c' helilt.b 'risk·' fork·llft batteries, which welghed. 
·there. •·· ·· . •' ·'::·, .... ; .. · ., : :-as mu'ch·as 1,500 pounds; were .. 

'"This leadi this hazardo\ls ·~pened with a blow-torch, Hos· ~ 
• waste,-ls sltt ng on top or the'- .. kinssald.'.. · .... , ·.. . . 
• 1water table," EUiott.sal~. "So·fat;· ··· Th~ scr:ip lead was loaded onto·l 
· It' hasn't been detected in the. i the back of a flatb~d truck ·and· 
· grou·ndwater,·and I'm'surprlsed-:. taken to a lead recycler-the' 

that· we have not "found e\'ldence· · Douglas Battery'Manti!acturlng. 
of It reachln~ that far: It must be Co.:ln 'Winston-Salem a.t 'first, 
fairly stable m the· soli.~ .. · '··. .. · · .then the Willard Lead Co. in·. 

!'There's no evidence that it'· Charlotte:.· · . · . . 
won't reach It at $ome·polnt, at · When 'business was heavy,· 
some lime. And that's bad news.'!· .Hoskins· arid Caviness said, they· 

'The battery ·pile behind Ho:s~·. would ·sell four tons or more a· 
klns' home won't be hauled."out day;· In ·some weeks Hoskins 

· hHhe··n·ear futiite; but Uie'state al'one would recycle 1,200 bat· 
· plans· ~o remove; th~ _\Ybtst''· terles, be 'said. : :. · , ·• ·; 

patches of contaminated so1l this' The'nelghbors knew· that the 
1 fall. It will be the first use of the· . work,wanisky; Caviness' wife, 
· nil·wly created 'Carolina Clean~ Daisy. said. They saw how the 
':Drinking Water Fund dedicated. ,aC:fd ate tb'i'ough doth and kllled 

to :cJe.anJng ,up· t~x.lc~~as~t.e ~· t"e grass, so th~y kept the kids· . 
dumps. ·· ' · ··-:---~ ·: ·: ~ ·' ·• :· ~-, away.from·tbe growing piles·of 

·After the state·removes tbe'; '•battery.cases,shesald. · .. :. •· .... · 
. sou; it will sue Hoskins' ima 'his· ·.'·But· rio o·ne knew about the;, 

. co-workers, Me_yer:"sald: !I'M law
1 

:. damage they_were'dblng~to'the 
which treats major Industria . environment or the accumulatJon 

·pollUters the s'llme as smilJ.tfme· of polson that:was threatenhig_ 
.· battery crackers; doesn:~.!~~";~; ·_their. c~l}.d.z::e~-~!\~,.g~~!ld~~!~~-

_. hlm.any.c}\oice, he.sai.d •••• ,~·•~ .. dren. .......... ~- •..•. .• .. • ..... . 
• ;.. -:..... ·... • • • • • ; :-· • ' '.;. ~ - ' • • • • • • • ~ • - 0 ' ' • • • 
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·_·p' QL.'LU .. TE' ::; ..• arents. "He;;.(Hoskins)· 'could· do··, (and)-~o;-childrenwill·playin 1 
:- · · . : anything he wanted to,_go on vaca- : dirt an~ dirt," he said. After the 
;-~·. · • 

1 
• · • ,tion anyt~. · •• ·, That's'hoyt g~ it. · child was examined and coun5eled at 

.:: ConUnued Fr~m Page C1·' was," she said.: ,. · ~·-: .•. : . ·· •; N.C. Memorial Hospital ifi'iChapel 
:, · · . · . . · • .. ~ · Hoskins 8aid that his family never~ ;·;Hill, he said, the amount' o! lead in · 
:~. Hoskins said he's glad that· the. joined the ranks ·of the rich. But he~.l .. her blood drOpped immediately/· . 
-~state wants to clean up the neighbor•. ·made a better living off of batteries·,~·!.:!· .. Elliott said that the county:discov
:nood, but he doesn't have the money he said, than he's making now as'an;Vered :the' ·site'' in '1980;: aftei: state 
to pay for it. In the end, Meyer said, .. automo~ile mechanic. '··~t I ._.:--:':;;.J ,health expel"t!l"'put' out':a: warning 
:Hoskins ~d the other battery crack· He said that the profits from'' the', {'about Jead poisOning,'. : .·'; . -. • · 
:~rs will probably be forced into bank· battery business allowed ~him' to;buyj .\ ! .iThe. flrBt time he saw. the' piles of 
:~ptcy. · : • ·. · the small· vacant lot·. next 'to ·his'·. ; _battery' cases, Elliott said,~ he'· was 
:-• Hoskins' home is one of about a house, where he works on cars;·cavi·' · shocked and ·amazed. · ·· · · ' · 
:dozen trailer~! and small'ranch-style- ness, .a former tobacco:rm:mer whol,c.: i"Sincethattimewe'vebeentfY!ng 
:houses on Dmah. Road, ·a dead-end was d188bled by a stroke, satd that he to get somebody to do 'somethmg 
·tural gravel road, three miles south of didn't hav_e anythin~ show for his: · about this site," he said, adding that 
:ji\s~eboro. His mountain of batteries, . five or· siX years in the battery })usi~jJ:;the·. C?l;ffity: could,; nev~r . afford to 
:whtchcoversaboutthree-quartersof ness. _ · ·1 •• • i :·,:.'l'r':clean ttup·ttself. ' ... , •. ,_ ·· 
;B.n acre, is the latgest of-the· three _in The neighbors knew that the work/::·_"; Meyer said that the state tried to 
;~he neighborhood. . . · . . · .. was risky, Caviness' wife, D.aisy Ca~z;·· obtain the federal government's help 

· ;::: ~eked behind the trees and. t~e : viness,''said.• ~ey saw how. the S:Cid
1
:· f }?r :0,~ ROad and ·abill:lt13 similar 

-;~railers! the .mo).mds look from a dis- ate through cloth and ·)c~lled ·. the.·l· sttes.: m • Co.lumbus;· County; _But ~he 
.tance like piles of coal at a foundry.J. grass, ·so. they, kept the•:kids; away;.l.iU.S.~ .. Envuonmental' Protect10n 
·:~oskiris sa.id that the ~ound·behin~ '·from·. the·. ~wing P.~es~ ()f_: ~!ltter:vg;. 1tA~.ncy 'rUled that the' sites were not 
•Jrls·house -18 ·mostly hlS:own,handi-~. :cases, .she 881d;. · ·--: .; : · :n~··· ·_·:;·c·.1:·:;·•ehgtble ·for Superfund:·money, he 
work. · _. · ~~ . : . ·, · . .-. ·;~,But no one knew about the damage :;: said. . ~, . ·;' 

r·-=-~·It . was 'another: fellow •:· iri the . they were·doing to the environment,··:,: /1 W,hile ' the"-:.' county:~ .was~ 'casting 
.-.nehthborhood · who "started it (the or the accumulation ofpoison that,· ; about ' for· help,. ·environmentalists 
:~ya~tery. cracJt!.ng) ," he said in a tel~- was t~atenW,g their. children and ... :were urging the .legisl!l~ to create a 
.iphone mtervtew.-''You.know how 1t . grandchddren. ·If they had known, Hcleanup fund for toXlc-waste dumps. 
~is,. We saw he. was\making :a little ' Mrs." Caviness said, theynev~r wol,lld:};:.They l:were' blocked :for almost five 
.!!J!dney at it. so we decided. to try.:· have gotten into the'business. · ';~~~:~Years by' lobbyists .for industry and 
-;i~~·l .. Self~e~plo~ed is'• a whole" lot, ... '-The. neighbo~ stopped cracking·~·:)tate government, who said that the 
_.be_tter than • workmg· for· somebodY> battenes around 1980, when the bot~::.· proposals were .. underfinanced and 
!£lse." · -'. >.~ ·.. • · · ·.·::\toni'fellou~o_f~elea~mark~t.AlJ?ut:~--;",mfair. . .. , · 
':::-trbe work startedm·t~te·mu:l-'60s, ··:·the same tune,-state health officials~\~·~·.Last year the legislature compro
:w)l~n. the· 'Vietriam; War fuel«:<i.Jthe . ·. discove~ed ~: a,~(conn~ctio~ ·. between_:v:mised, putthlg up $600,000 tc:> start a 
.:dpmand ·for·· scrap leacL: Marvm·-El- · .. lead po~nmg m childrep: and back- . -'cleanup· fund·for abandoned dumps. 
1bertCaviness,.aneighbOrofHoskins' ''yard battery;·r_ecy~lers/:~ .:~:;: ·~-· ·•'· ._·,~: u:•81So required·.thB.t,the people re- · 
!~'hO, jo~ed h~ i~ ~he battery~crack~ < ·:? Mn;. ·~c~~~~ saidithat' th~re ;~,: ·_: spo~ible' for ~e dum~ing to pay for 
;tng.,busme.ss, satd. that:they would. 19 children 'living on;:'D.it.tali:'Road. .· anY·cl~anup~.:orde~.-.. ?f.~~~fo~ed 

.. ;bur b~ttenes J?y,the ~ckload for $,4 .. most of them:'new ·to.the. neighb~r~.:· .~t-~~~~:~tllte.; · : · ·,< · · · · . 
_aptece.and haulthe_!D back to ~~If·· hood •• Three of Hoskins'.'grandchil·:·. "Lee P. Crosby,:~he~•head·of the 
{~~lghborhood .to_;be ~eked.;,'· i, : _- ·- -: · dren ....._ Mrs.1Hammond'!J·children'.-"-- '·>cleanup program, SaiHhat a portion 
jJ::ro get the 38 poun~·oflead ~ut or;~; live at· the end ::or· the road,'<:where3fo~ .the :.fund :·wilHMi spent·.removing 
"~ac:h car battery, ·the men· dropped:- state officials say the most dangero:Us ::. ·' some 'of the contaminated soil from 
'!them onto pipes or barrels or: split accumulation:or ~ntaminated soil il!1~~·Diriah 'Road. After the work is fm
:them with an ax. The fork-lift batter· found. · . . · · · .. · - ~·;: ,'· , ! ;:•:>i;.:l~~i.Shed this fall, she said, the state will 
.:i~s; which weighed as m~ch a8 ·1,500 ./ Mrs. H-ond'~· driveway' isi ~j U decide ~hether to remove t~e' piles of 
-:~unds, we~e ope~~- wtth a;·~lo'Y··,.:most equal parts grav~l and plastic--;~ ... battery ~~,~s1 ;_o~. tak~, on,}J~eo~h.er .~ore~, Hoskms ~d. ' ...... ,· _,. :~. ·cht'ps .. f:rom battery ·cases ···an· d' her-._.,,\problem, •. ,.,., _:~-'-. . .. , .·,.:;·;, .• '••'-' .-~-
., .1'"' ' ' . '• ! , .. :•.\•!/''~· •,f.,l'"·'r ~:··· • ~ ~-.,,. 

~~: .. ~Tho scrap .lead was loaded onto the? front ;·y¢:. is ,_';dot~ · Wi~·:·s~es:t-~y;~::-1! the ~state :deCided :to ·rem~ye' all 
· ·b~ck of a fla~bed truck and taken to a. ; j. markl!lg th~ conttunmated ~oil; Still, ··:·>th~ ~battery. cases· and~-contamm.ate~ . , 
iJea~ recycle~-~ the J?o~g~ Battery • =;: she satd th_at ~e 18 not ~ome«:l about ~i.~: soU.~~ Dinah ~ad,·Meyer ~d;tt. 
-wManufacturing Co. m .Wmston-Sa- • her three: children,- the youngest~of~: wowd··:virtually~WJpe,out~the"fund •. 
jie~'.at flrBt," then the ·'.Willar<i"Lead . : w~om· is\~· :years: old. · 'i :,:'+!/ =' ; :}':!\rid .. the state:is no~t like!y ·to n;cover, 
<.YO.•.m Charlotte. The le~d sold for up . :~ "I don'~. watch ~er. or_pothing. She :, ; any. of,· the ~o.I?-ey Jrom .H?~~ms: or .. 

~-:.~.20 cents I! pound~.or almost.~8 .a;·•'itsn't bad about ptckmg up stuft'and· .... Cavm.ess, ~e s,atd. aJtho~gh.tt has. to·· 
attery · Cavmess satd · 1 

.. . ~. ' • • ' tt' 't :.:. ·h th." sh • 'd.' ·_,try,·• · .. _._ "-' · · · ·· · ..-: ·· : ·· ' ,--· •. ~"-·· ·:·--··-'·· , .. ,_t·'.'"i:~·pu mgt•u• er·~ou ,·: esa1 ... ·:·,, ,, .. . ·) __ ,.: , ..... , .;;-··:·,.,.-
;;;:;.}Vhen.:bus¥ess<wfl!l;heav)r,~Hos•: l:' • All the'children in the neigh?!?r-~:7::~·--:,M~ye~ at.read.Y·told.t~e men about 
-:'~~ and Cavtpess ·!JSld,t"they :would~< hood have ·been :tested :for' lead,' and.r~_;; the -likelihood of a SUl~. "I ·wanted to 
r&ell·fo~r tons or more a day;Iri some~ ~_only one wa,s found to have,lead.'in;,~,.tell_them face to' face, tt's part of my 
r~el!ks Hosk!ns . al~ne. wou.Jd ~ reo/cle.i ~ §her blqoc!stream, El}iotf'said.~- · ;: :-;·, ·~~;:;Jo~;·: nothing' persol;lal,~ but. we,'ve got 
.t'l;200 battenes, he satd. ·: ·. _ .. -.· !·' ··"· ·."· There. IS no question that the leado'•·-to sue you,"·he satd.···"' · .. 
r~ ;9ne of Hoskins' ,daughters,; Lena 'l' in her blood came from the batteries,'-':_ . Hoskins said a suit ~ould be futile. 
!:M·~Hammond, said that the battery- he saia · . , __ . .: . . ;·;._"I sure ain't got the money to pay 
~r~c;king ·business was good to her "She was one or. two ~are :or age, _;1 :them,'' he. said. · 
~~·~.' . I 
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Ma~~s· Livelihood_ Polluted His Neigh.borhood and May Brlng On His··Baijkruptcy 
"' ~ - ~ .. ~ . . . . . -

By Jon Healey 
JOURNAL RALEIGH BUREAU 

'v ULAH 
The 'j(J~ foot-high hill of cracked car battene.S . · · ;., 

that rises be.hind Glenn E. Hoskins' house is a manu> ·· 
mrmt tO Hoskins' strength and enterprise. ' . 
· It iS also a landmark for one of the state's worst 
toxic-waste problems. · . 

For 10 to 20 years, Hoskins and a handful of-···,· 
neighbOrs bought usei:l batteries, cracked them ·open '•: 
and solQ. the scrap lead. It was hard work, Hoskins / 
said, but he made a good liyjng at it. .,..~ '". ~ ' · 

The workers wore rubber gloves and rubber 
boots to ' guard against the battery acid, but the 
ground .had no such protection. As a result, bits of 
lead accumulated in the ground, contam~ating the 

harmed anyone directly, said .George V. Elliott, the 
health director of Randolph County. But he added, 
"I don't want to minimize .the importance of a tre-
mendous public health risk there. . 

"This lead, this hazardous waste, is sitting on _ 
top of the water table," Elliott said. "So far, it hasn't 
been detected in the groundwater, and I'm sur-
prised that we have not found eyjdence of it reaching 
that far. It must be fairly stable in the soiL 

"There's no eyjdence that it won't reach it at 
~ some poipt, at some time. And that's bad news."' 

The pile of batteries behind Hoskins' home · · 
won't be hauled away in the near future, but _the 
state plans to remove the worst patches of contam
inated soil this fall. It will be the-first use of the Car
olina Clean Drinking Water FUnd, a new fund ded-

topsoil and threatening to poison the children of ' :.. · JOURNA~ GRAPHIC BY!!~ STANLEY 

the neighborhood in southern Randolph County. ·· ·• . · - f · · 
icated to cleaning up toxic-waste dumps. · 
. After the state removes the soil, it will sue Has-

In the worst spots, state officials say, u~ to 1r - aBsorb lead J;>y eating dirt, by J{reathing dust, or by 
percent or'the soil is lead. William L. ¥eyer, the putting dirty 'bands in their m6;uths, said Dr. C. 
head of the state's solid-waste program, said, "c Gregory Smith, a state health elq>ert. Even small 
«We've already warned tne children to. stay away amounts ·of lead in the bloodstream can cause line--
from it, don't play in it." mia, brain damage or learning disabilities, he said. 

If children play in contaminated soil, they can The lead in Hoskins' neighborhood hasn't 
./ 

• kins and his co-workers, Meyer said. The law, w.hich 
; treats major industrial polluters the same as small-
. _time battery crackers, doesn't leave him any choice, 

he said. 

See POLLUTE, Page C6 
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