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REMEDI~ii~E ASSESSMENTDECISIO~--:_~~ REGION IV 

EPA ID: NC0001290667 Site Name: TRYON STREET UHAUL SITE 
Alias Site Names: 

City: CHARLOTTE 

Refer to Report Dated: 09/27/1999 

Report Developed by: 

DECISION: 

County or Parish: MECKLENBURG 

Report Type: PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 001 

lR! 1. Further Remedial Site Assessment under CERCLA (Superfund) is not required 
because: 

~ 1a. Site does not qualify for further remedial site assessment under CERCLA 
(No Further Remedial Action Planned - NFRAP) 

0 1 b. Site may qualify for action, but is deferred to: 

0 2. Further Assessment Needed Under CERCLA: 

2a. Priority: 0 Higher 0 Lower 

2b. Other: (recommended action) NFRAP (No Futher Remedial Action Planned 

DISCUSSION/RATIONALE: 

State ID: 

State: NC 

Page 1 of 1 

The site consisted of 47 drums discovered In the back of a U-haul. Removal responded and disposed of the drums. One person noted less than a gallon of liquid 
had spilled from the truck onto the pavement. No media were Impacted at the site. · 

Site Decision Made by: JENNIFER WENDEL 

Signature: ---------------------------------------------------------------- Date: 09/2911999 

EPA Form # 9100-3 



--~-NORTH CA.ROL.INA DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL. RESOURCES 

DIVISION OF WASTE MANAGEMENT 

September 27, 1999 

Ms. Jennifer Wendel 
NC Site Management Section 
US EPA Region IV Waste Division 
61 Forsyth Street, 11th Floor 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Subject: Abbreviated Preliminary Assessment 
Tryon Street U-Haul Site 
NCO 001 290 667 · 
Charlotte, Mecklenburg County, North Carolina 

Dear Ms. Wendel: / 
f 
f 

This report contains the findings of the Abbreviated Preliminary Assessment (APA} of the ;• · 
Tyron Street U-Haul Site located at 1224 N. Tryon Street in Charlotte, Mecklenburg County, f 
North Carolina. The latitude and longitude worksheet (Reference #1) shows the location of 
the site on the USGS Topographic map. 

The North Carolina DENR Superfund Section conducted the APA to assess the potential 
threat posed by the site to human health and the environment and to collect information to 
support a decision regarding the need for further action under CERCLA/SARA. This 
assessment consisted of telephone communications with parties involved with the site, file 
reviews and review of the "action memorandum" completed by the US EPA Removal 
Coordinator, OSC Michael Taylor (Reference #2). 

Site Description: 

The site is a commerciaVprivate business property approximately five acres in size located 
along N. Tyron Street inside the city limits of Charlotte, NC. The area around the property 
and including the site consists of residential and commercial business uses. Located to the 
north of the site (within 1/8 mile) is the Southern Railroad switching yard, to the west of the 
site (within one mile) is Bethune School, to the south of the site (within one mile) are First 
Ward School, Alexander Street School, and Hawthorne Jr. High School, and to the east of 
the site (within one mile) is Villa Heights School. 

401 OBERLIN ROAD, SUITE 1 SO, RALEIGH, NC 27605 

PHONE 91 9-733-4996 FAX 91 9·71 5·3605 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY I AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER • SO% RECYCLED/1 0% POST•CONSUMER PAPER 



Ms. Wendel 
September 27, 1999 
Page2 of3 

Removal Action: 

On October 20, 1995, the US EPA along with representatives from the FBI, and North Carolina 
Department ofEnvironment and Natural Resources investigated the site and discovered forty-seven 
drums inside aU-Haul rental truck with various types of unknown liquid and solid wastes. Some of 
the drums had spilled some liquid in the back of the rental truck and at the time of the inspection a 
small amount (less than one gallon, estimated) had dripped from the back of the truck onto the 
pavement of the self-storage yard. No markings were present on the drums and the drums were 
screened for hazardous characteristics by the clean-up contractor. The drums were then consolidated 
and over packed for removal to an approved disposal facility for treatment. The landowner discovered 
the drums two weeks prior to the investigation when a subcontract towing service delivered the rental 
truck to the north Tyron Street location. The U-Haul storage site owner did not claim responsibility 
for the drums. 

Conclusion: 

Based on the information provided by OSC Taylor, US EPA Region N, and information provided 
by Mr. Robin Hedden, former Waste Management Specialist with NC Hazardous Waste Section, the 
air and surface water pathways were threatened by the events at this site, but due to the removal 
action by the EPA and the clean-up contractor, these pathways were not impacted. Since the drums 
were properly managed during the removal action, and the waste materials properly managed and 
disposed ot: the site today does not pose a hazard to public health or the environment. Therefore, the 
NC Superfund Section recommends that the site be assigned a disposition of "No Further Remedial 
Action Planned (NFRAP)" under CERCLA · 

If you have any questions about the information provided, please contact me at 919-733-2801, 
extension. 290. 

s~.· _c_ ~ 
~~~------------------------------

Dan LaMontagne 
Environmental Engineer 
Superfund Section 

u 

! 



Ms. Wendel 
September 27, 1999 
Page 3 of3 

Attachments 
Lat./Long. Calculation Sheet (Ref 1) 
Emergency Response Removal Authorization (Ref. 2) 
Delivery Order for Emergency Response Cleanup Services (Ref. 3) 
Procurement Request/Order dated 10/23/95 (Ref. 4) 
Phone Conversation Record (Ref. 5) 
AP A Checklist 

cc: Scott Ross File 
Dan LaMontagne 
Charlotte Jesneck 

Approved by: 
Jennifer Wendel, NC Site Management Section 

Date: _ _____ __ _ 
v 
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e REFERENCE#! 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CALCULATION WORKSHEET #2 
LI USING ENGINEER'S SCALE (1/60) 

SITE NAME: /Ryo/J 57: U-t-/fJUL .SIT/E CERCLIS#: /1/CD Oe>/ ~9t> ~G. 7 

AKA: SSID: ----------------------------------------- ----------
ADDRESS:. /.:<:1.~ tJoR TH ryRoJJ :51 

CITY: CCIARLOT/E.. STATE: ,1./C.. ZIP CODE: 2B:20<t? 

SITE REFERENCE POINT: __ ~C~E~M~TE~Q~~o~F~~~~~~=~~-----------------------

USGS QUAD MAP NAME: "E~~~l-orTE TOWNSHIP: ______ N/S RANGE: ___ E/W 

SCALE:l:24,000 MAP DATE: /qB8 SECTION: 1/4 1/4 1/4 

MAP DAT~R 1983 (CIRCLE ONE) MERIDIAN: ______________ __ 

COORDINATES FROM LOWER RIGHT(SOUTHEAST)CORNER OF 7.5' MAP (attach): 

LONGITUDE: .BQ_0 .!if£' 00 11 LATITUDE: .35 ° o?' 30 11 

COORDINATES FROM LOWER RIGHT(SOUTHEAST) CORNER OF 2.5' GRID CELL: 

LONGITUDE: BfL0 !£Z...' 3D 11 LATITUDE: 35' 0 /:2.. ' 3() " 

CALCULATIONS: LATITUDE (7.5' QUADRANGLE MAP) 

A) NUMBER OF RULER GRADUATIONS FROM ~TITUDE GRID LINE TO SITE REF. POINT: ~// 

B) MULTIPLY (A) BY 0.3304 TO CONVERT TO SECONDS: A X .3304 = /0~. 75" 11 

C) EXPRESS IN MINUTES AND SECONDS (1' = 60 11
): 0/ ' L/.<. 75 11 

D) ADD TO STARTING ~TITUDE: ;3.2_0 /~ '_31)_. 00 II+ .a.L.' ~2.?S II= 

SITE LATITUDE: 35 ° /~ ' .....t.:s_. 75 " 

CALCULATIONS: LONGITUDE (7.5' QUADRANGLE MAP) 

A) NuMBER OF RULER GRADUATIONS FROM LONGITUDE GRID LINE TO SITE REF. POINT: ~40 

B) MULTIPLY (A) BY 0.3304 TO CONVERT TO SECONDS: A X .3304 = J/2 -~11 

C) EXPRESS IN MINUTES AND SECONDS (1' = 60 11
): 0/ ' 5":2. -~" 

D) ADD TO STARTING LONGITUDE: .BQ__0 L/7' ~._QQ_11 + ..Qj_' S-2. -~11 = 

INVESTIGATOR =-~-===~--=~::....;:~l1A....,_,_ .... kJ""-"' .... """===-------- DATE: B /18 fc1cz 
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SITE NAME: 

TOPOGRAPHIC MAP QUADRANGLE NAME: Ct!AR LoTTIE lEAS/ • ;.!, C. 
) 

SCALE: I :24000. 

COORDINATES OF LOWER RIGHT HAND CORNER OF 2.5 MINUTE GRID: 

LATITUDE: .35' 0 /.;< ' 30 " LONGITUDE: 80 ° ~7 ' 30 " 

E-ll 



REFERENCE #2 

ACTION-MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: $200K Emergency Response Removal Authorization for the 
Tryon Street U-Haul Site in Charlotte, Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina 

FROM: 

TO: 

Michael Taylor, On-Scene Coordinator rp( 
Emergency Response and Removal Branch 

File 

Site ID#: 

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Action Memorandum is to document Ehe 
emergency response action utilizing the On-Scene Coordinator's 
$200K authority at the Tryon Street U-Haul Site. The conditions 
and circumstances this Site presents requires an· immediate 
emergency response.due to the threats posed to the public and 
environment. The emergency response and removal action described 
herein for the Tryon Street U-Haul Site, Charlotte, Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina, is hereafter referred to as the "Site": . I 
II. SITE CONDITIONS AND BACKGROUND 

CERCLIS identification number: 
-

Removal category: Emergency Response 
. 

The Emergency Response and Removal Branch (ERRB) received 
notification of this Site from EPA's Criminal Investigation 
Division (CID) on October 20, 1995. EPA's CID was .notifie~ by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation {FBI) and the North Carolina 
Department of Environmental Health and Natural Resources (DEHNR) 
that an abandoned U-Haul truck was found containing leaking drums 
in the downtown area of Charlotte, North Carolina. 

The manager of the local U-Haul center reported the 
abandoned drums after discovery by their subcontracted towing 
company that transports abandoned U-Haul vehicles back to the 
terminal. The abandoned truck was towed two weeks prior to the 
reported date of this incident. The truck held several drums of 
various unknown compounds that were leaking onto the truck bed 
and eventually onto the ground threatening local storm drains. 

; 
I 
I 

1 

I 
II • 
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A. Site Description 

1. Removal Site Evaluation 

on·october 20, 1995·ERRB responded to this incident with the 
FBI and NCDE~JR. The current facility is a U-Haul center located 
in the northern district of Charlotte, North Carolina. A 26 foot 
rental truck ~as parked on the property and contained 47 drums 
that were 55 and 85 gallons in size. Many of these ·drums were 
open and leaking their contents ftom the truck onto the ground. 
The rental truck floor was completely covered with the contents 
from the drums on board. Air monitoring revealed elevated levels 
of organic co~ounds. 

The facility is a high t~affic area with constant threats of 
direct contact. A fire and explosion threat existed with and 
potential contamination of surface areas that lead to local drain 
systems. 

Initial site characterization and assessment revealed a 
variety of potential waste str?ams existed including: flammable 
liquids, acids, strong base and epoxy resins .. · 

Several of the drums were ·badly corroded and rusted .. Many 
were bent and nassing bungs and lids to contain their contents. 
The area is prone to vandalism and is noted as a high crime area 
·according local law enforcement. 

The drums required immediate attentio?,:· The release of 
hazardous substances constituted a public health and 
environmental emergency. The State and local authorities did not 
have the resources to respond in a timely manner. The U-Haul 
center did not claim responsibility for these drums. This 
incident presented a fire and explosion threat in addition to a 
direct contact threat and exposure of toxic vapors. 

2. Physical Location 

The Site is located approximately five blocks from downtown 
Charlotte, North Carolina at 1224 North Tryon Street. The· Site 

··is located at the intersection of 16th street, which is 
immediately to the north of the Site. The Uptown homeless 
shelter is directly adjacent the property to.the south, which 
also contains a medical clinic. A local retail store and 
chiropractic clinic is established to the west of the facility 
with Norfolk Southern's railyard to .the east. Several 
residential dwellings are located within two blocks of the Site. 
The area is co~sidered a high traffic zone. North ~ryon street 
is a major tho~oughfare into the doWntown area. Interstate 
highways 77 anC. 277 are accessible within'one half mile of the 
Site. 

' I 
I w : , . 
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3. Site Characteristics 

The Site is located on approximately five acres within the 
downtown area of Charlotte, North Carolina. The area is heavily 
populated and within walking distance of several tourist 
attractions and convention· centers. More than 50,000 people live 
and work within a mile radius. 

4. Release or threatened release into the environment 
of a hazardous substance or pollutant or contaminant 

Hazardous substances have been identified pursuant to CERCLA 
section 101(14). The hazardous wastes currently identified 
consist of the following Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
{RCRA) waste codes: ·noo1 (ignitable) and D002 (corrosive) . 

. . 
More than 6 wastestrearns have been identified from this 

emergency response. The following categories list some of these 
wastestreams: _ 

A. Flammable Liquids 
B. Base Liquids 
c. Neutral Liquids 
D. Neutral Solids 
E. Hazardous Liquids 
~F. PPE, Drums.& Debris 

I 
I 

The constant threat of fire, direct cdntact, emission of 
toxic fumes and vandalism are a major concern. A fire would 
release elevated levels of toxic emissions into the surrounding 
area and would directly affect the surrounding population. 

Runoff to surface water would carry various waste and 
leaking organic waste contamination further into the local 
landscape and surface waters possibly contaminating local 
systems. · 

Trespassing and.vandalism are concerns. Several incidents 
· of vandalism and thef.t have occurred according to the site 

manager. 

5. NPL Status 

The Site is not listed on the NPL. 

6. Maps, pictures and other graphic representations 

Available upon request.· 

I 

/ 
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B. Other Actions to Date 

1. ·Previous Actions 

The FBI and NCDEHNR·are investigating this incident for 
possible actions against the generators and transporters. This 
method of disposal is identified as a common occurrence and was 
reported two months prior with similar circumstances. 

2. Current Actions 

The osc determined ~mergency actions were deemed necessary. 
The Emergency Response Contract Services ·(ERCS) contractor and 
the Technical Assistance Team (TAT) were mobilized to respond to 
this incident. 

ERCS was tasked to address the leaking containers wi"thin the 
26 foot U-Haul truck. Leaking drUms were overpacked or 
transferred into new containers awaiting treatment or disP.osa.l. 
Samples were collected and hazard categorization was performed. 
Compatibility tests were completed with samples setup and 
submitted for a disposal profile analysis. 

The drums are staged on site awaiting future on site 
treatment, transportation and disposal. Several drums will be 
bulked for disposal purposes. , . 

I 

C. Stat·e and Local Authorities' RolE! 

1. State and Local Actions to Date 

The State of North Carolina is working with. the FBI for 
followup actions and possible Notices of Violations against the 
generators if identified.· 

The State has not taken the lead in the removal and disposal 
·of these containers. 

2. Potential for Continued $tate/Local Response 

The response capabilities of the State of North-Carolina and 
local government are limited. It is unlikely that the State or 
any other political-subdivision will undertake response activity 
on this Site in the future due to the lack of available fuqding. 

i 
1 

I 
I 
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III. THREATS TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR WELFARE OR THE ENVIRONMENT, AND 
STATUTORY AND REGULATORY AUTHORITIES 

A. Threats to Public Health or Welfare 

The Tryon Street U-Haul Site poses a threat to the public 
health or welfare as outlined in the National Contingency Plan 
(NCP) . • 

The removal action criteria outlined in the National 
Contingency Plan (NCP), 40 GFR Section 300.415(b) (2), will 
continue to exist until the emergency response action is 
completed. Potential contaminant exposure to nearby human 
population, contaminant migration to surface and potential 
drinking water supplies, release of toxic fumes, weather 
conditions, and the threat of fire and explosio·n are major 
threats to be addressed on this Site. 

The Site presents a threat of fire and explosion. Many of 
the drums were stacked three layers high "with incompatible ana 
potentially reactive contents. Preliminary results from hazard 
categorization reveal the presence of flammable and corrosive 
liquids. Airborne contaminants from a fire would threaten the 
local popu~ation with toxic fumes.· 

The runoff from a fire response would contribute to the 
contamination of the soil and surface waters. Given the 
proximity to the local population and residential homes, this 
presents a threat potentially affecting thousands of people 
within a mile radius. 

The majority of containers found cannot be transported in 
their current condition per Department of Transportation (DOT) 
regulations. Many will require overpacking or consolidation into 
approvable containers. .. 

The Site presents a direct contact threat; threat of a long 
term fire/explosion; threat of toxic airborne particulates; 

·threat of surface soils and.threat of surface water and possibly 
groundwater. 

B. Threats to the Environment 

Runoff from a fire response would affect the local 
drains carrying surface water and possibly groundwater. 
release from a fire could cause environmental damage to 
surrounding area. 

IV. ENDANGERMENT DETERMINATION 

storm 
An air 

the 

Actual or threatened releases of hazardous substances from 
this Site, if not addressed by implementing the response action 

!' 
; 

" I • 
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selected in this Action Memorandum, may present'an imminent and 
substantial endangerment to public health, welfare, .or the 
environment.· 

V. PROPOSED ACTIONS AND ESTIMATED COSTS 

Currently, 47 drums ranging in 55 to 85 gallons in size, are 
staged at the facility. Six waste streams exist within the 
initial staged containers. 

The immediate actions proposed will consist of bulking the 
identified waste solids pnd liquids from the drums. All waste 
will remain in drums and scheduled for transportation and 
disposal through ap~ropriate disposal methods. 

Compatible sludge and.solids will be treat·ed and stabilized 
on-site prior to transportation and disposal to a permitted 
facility in accordance with the EPA Off-site Rule. 

The empty drums will be decontaminated to render them 
nonhazardous. The metal drums will be crushed and placed inside 
20 cubic yard rolloff boxes·prior to disposal at a secure 
landfill. · 

Site disposal options will continue to include the best 
available and most cost effective method in accordance with EPA 
policy. All waste will be considered for on-site treatment prior 
to off-site disposal. I 

A. Proposed Actions 

1. -Proposed A~tion Description 

(a) Restrict access. 
(b) Contain and stabilize the Site to prevent further releases. 
(c) Conduct Hazard Categorization of all containers. 
(d) Address and secure the 55 and 85 gallon drums. 
(e) Setup treatment and/or disposal options for all waste 

streams. 

2. Contribution to Remedial Performance 

This removal action will abate the immediate threats 
identified in the preceding sections of this Action Memorandum. 
Remedi~l actions are not anticipated once all cleanup efforts are 
com~leted by ERRB. 

3. Description of Alternative Technologies 

Alternative technologies will be considered once the extent 
of Site contaminants and waste are known. 

{ 

! 
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4. Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements 
(ARARs) 

There are no Federal ARARs determined to be·appropriate for 
this Site during the emergency response. 

5. Project Schedule 
• 

Foregoing any unexpected delays, all on site actions are 
expected to be completed within six weeks. 

B. Estimated Costs 

Extramural Costs: 

Regional Allowance Costs: 
ERCS 

Non-Regional Allowance Costs: 

TAT 

Subtotal, Extramural Costs 
Contingency · 
TOTAL, EXTRAMURAL COSTS 

Intramural Costs: 
Direct 
Indirect 

TOTAL, INTRAMURAL COSTS 

TOTAL, REMOVAL PROJECT CEILING 

$60,000 

$15,000 

$75,000 
$10,000 
$85,000 

$ 5, odo 
$ 5,000 

$10,000 

$95,000 

VI. EXPECTED CHANGE IN THE SITUATION SHOULD ACTION BE DELAYED OR 
NOT TAKEN 

The Site would continue to present a fire and explosion 
threat. A toxic air release resulting in local exposure to the 
public is also a threat. There would 90ntinue to be a direct 

·contact threat. There would continue to be releases into the 
environment from surface runoff. Should action be delayed or.not 
taken would pose an imminent threat to the public health and 
welfare. 

VII. OUTSTANDING POLICY ISSUES 

The~e are no known outstanding poliey issues that are 
related to this slte. 

/ 
I 
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.VIII. ENFORCEMENT 

Enforcement Sensitive 

IX. RECOMMENDATION · 

This decision document represents the emergency response 
action for the Tryon Street U-Hau~ Site, in Charlotte, 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina developed in·accordanGe with 
CERCLA as amended and not inconsistent with the NCP. Conditions 
at the Site meet the NCP section 300.415 (b) (2) criteria for a \ 
removal. The total .Project ceiling will be $95,000. Of this, an. 
estimated $60, 000 comes ·from the Regional removal allowance. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
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ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE 

The FBI and NCDEHNR contacted EPA's CID on October 20, 1995. 
CID not·ified ERRB .for possible emergency response action. ·There 
are currently no known Potentially.Responsible Parties (PRPs), 
except for the U-Haul rental company. 

The other PRP identified is the person who signed the 
contract. for the rental vehicle. According to the criminal 
investigators, this person is a former employee of the Cherokee 
Oil Resources company. Cherokee Oil resulted in two Superfund 
sites with the owners being criminally indicted and sentenced. 

U-Haul did not ·claim responsibility for these containers and 
did not chose to secure a contractor. Ongoing investigations 
will continue with the known PRPs. There is no manifest or other 
existing docurnentati.on to identify the origin of the containers. 

I 
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&EPA 
1. DATE OF ORDER 

·10/2'$/95 

4. TIME OF INmAL ORDER (If initial order 
was verbal) 
(Specify Time Zone) 

DAM 
4~00 EST 

7a. ISSUED TO: CONTRACTOR (Name, Address. and ZIP Code) 

Four Seasons Industrial Services 
3107 South Elm-Eugene St. 

Sa. ISSUED BY: ORDERING OFFICE (Name. AC1c1r~>~~s-

P.O. Box 16590 
Greensboro, NC 27416-0590 

7b. PROG~M MANAGER (Name end Phone Number) 

Sara Legard 910/273-2718 

l 
USEPA-Reg. $ 
WD/ERRB 
345 Courtland St. NE 
Atlaita, GA 30365 

Bb. EPA REGION/USCG DISTRICT 
I 

Region IV 
Bc.ZONE 

II 

7c. RESPONSE MANAGER (Name 

TBD 

Phone Number) Sd. ON-SCENE COORDINATOR (Name end Phone Number)" 
I . 

Michael Taylor 404/347-3931 
I 

9. RESPONSE LOCATION (Site Name end/or Address end ZIP Code) 

Tryon Street U-Haul Site 
10. CONTRACTOR REQUIRED ON SITE (Date end Time) 

(Specify Time Zone) 

1224 N. Tryon St. 
Charlotte, NC 

12. STATEMENT OF WORK 

The Contractor shall furnish the necessary personnel, materials, .,.,;,,;,.., . ., facilities, and otherwise do all things 
necessary for or incident to the performance of the work set forth 

1. This Delivery Order is issued in accordance th the basic contract statement 
of work. · ·1 

basic Contract 
2. Perform other incidental removal actions within the ~~~ statement 
~f work as direct~d by the OSC. 

3. Address all containers on board reported abandoned U-haul truck. 

4. Prepare for staging, sampling and hazard categorization of all contents. 

5. Perform compatibility tests. 

6. Submit samples for a aisposal profile per OSC direction. 

7. Secure site during all phases of site operations. 

8. Treat, transport arid dispose of all waste in accordance with OSC 
directions. 

NAME/TITLE SIGNATURE DATE 

Michael Taylor~ OSC 

EPA Form 19®-59 (11-83) CONTRACTOR 



of 

7. Recommended Procurement Method 

0 Competitive 0 Other than full and open axnpetition 

14.Amountof money 15. For Small Purchases Only: Contracting Office·is autt 
rized to exceed the amount shown in Block 12(h) by 1 0% 
$100. whichever is less. 

committed is: 

Funds needed to respond to emergency 
at the Tryon Street U-Haul Site, 
Charlotte, NC: 

_-· . 
:_:·:: ·:.,;-_.) \.: . 

IJOriginal 
0 Increase 
0 Decrease 

.... .. 
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MEMORANDUM: 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

August 20, 1999 

Fll..E: TRYON STREET 
U-HAULSITE 

NCR"OOI 290 667 - ~~ 
Jim Barber ~;r Y 
Environmental Eng· er 
North Carolina Su rfund Section 

Phone conversation with Robin Hedden on 20 August 1999 

REFERENCE #5 

Today I spoke with Mr. Hedden about the subject site and the incident of the illegal disposal of 47 
drums inside of aU-Haul rental truck at the North Tyron Street U-Haul Storage Yard site in 
Charlotte. Mr. Hedden stated that the drums had spilled some contents inside the rental truck and 
that the floor of the truck was stained badly. A very small amount ofliquid (a gallon or Jess, 
estimated) had dripped from the bumper of the truck onto the asphalt pavement at the site. During 
the removal activities at the site, the EPA subcontractor placed a poly vapor barrier on the asphalt 
to contain any spillage during over-packing and to aid in clean-up after the removal action was 
complete. The asphalt pavement did not appear to be damaged or deteriorating, do to the liquid 
that had dripped from the truck. 

I informed Mr. Hedden that the NC Superfund Section was trying to follow up on the activities 
by the EPA OSC and prepare a response to the EPA as to the likely hood of any future actions at 
the site. Mr. Hedden could not confirm that the drums had leaked more than what he observed at 
the time he visited the site, during the removal action, and that weather conditions may have 
washed any liquid that dripped from the truck prior to his involvement with the site away. 
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ABBREVI.D PRELIMINARY ASSESSMEN-HECKLIST 

This checklist can be used to help the site investigator determine if an Abbreviated Preliminary Assessment {APA) is warranted. This 
checklist should document the rationale for the decision on whether further steps in the site investigation process are required under 
CERCLA. Use additional sheets, if necessary. 

Checklist Preparer: 

Site Name: 
Previous Names (ifany): 
EPAID# 
Site Location: 

Latitude: 

Jim Barber, Environmental Engineer 
Name/Title 
NC Superfund 
Address 
Donald.Barber@ncmail. net 
E-mail Address 

Trvon Street U-Haul Drum Site 

Ned oo1 290 667 
1224 North Tryon Street 

9116/99 
Date 
9116/99 
Phone 

~C~h~a~r~lo~ti~e~---------------------•NC ~28~2~0~6~-------
35•14' 13" Longitude: ;:<.80,._•_.4'-"'9-' 2=..2=-'-' ___ _ 

Describe the release (or potential release) and its probable nature: The site consisted ofa U-Haul26' panel truck, located at the 
U-Haul Storage site, with 47 drums ranging in size from 55 to 85 gallons, respectively. The drums were stack inside of the truck 
with some drums missing lids and/or bungs. The drums contained six waste streams consisting of flammable liquids. base liquids, 
neutral liquids, neutral solids, hazardous liquids, and PPE/drums & debris. Two potential pathways were- Air and Surface 
water. 

Superfund Eligibility Evaluation 

If all answers are "no" go on to Part 2, otherwise proceed to Part 3. YES NO 

1. Is the site currently in CERCUS or an "alias" of another site? X 

2. Is the site being addressed by some other remedial program (Federal, State, or Tribal)? X 

3. Are the hazardous substances potentially released at the site regulated under a statutory exclusion (e.g., 
petroleum, natural gas, natural gas liquids, synthetic gas usable for fuel, normal application offertilizer, X 
release located in a workplace, naturally occurring, or regulated by the NRC, UMTRCA, or OSHA)? 

4. Are the hazardous substances potentially released at the site excluded by policy considerations (i.e., deferred to X 
RCRA corrective action)? 

5. Is there sufficient documentation to demonstrate that no potential for a release that could cause adverse 
environmental or human health impacts exists (e.g., comprehensive remedial investigation equivalent data X showing no release above ARARs, completed removal action, previous HRS score determined, or an EPA 
approved risk assessment completed)? 

Please explain aU "yes" answers. ---------------------------------------------------------
5. See OSC Michael Taylor report and the Action Memorandum dated 20 October 1995. along with the phone conversation 
record of Robin Headen, former Hazardous Waste Management Specialist with DENR, on 20 August 1999 concerning the 
potential to release. According to Mr. Headen, he observed the day of the removal action, a very smaJJ amount(a gallon or less, 
estimated) of liquid bad dripped from the back of the U-Haul truck onto the pavement at the site. During sampling and over 
packing of the drums, the clean-up contractor placed a poly vapor barrier on the pavement to contain any spillage during over 
packing and aid in clean-up of the site upon completion. 
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Part 2 - Initial Site Evaluation 

Use Exhibit 1 of the APA fact sheet to make site assessment decisions based on the answers below: YES NO 

Does documentation indicate that a target (e.g., drinking water wells, drinking swface water intakes, etc.) has been 
X exposed to a hazardous substance released from the site? 

Is there an apparent release at the site with no documentation of exposed targets, but there are targets on site or 
X immediately adjacent to the site? 

Is there an apparent release and no documented on-site targets or targets immediately adjacent to the site, but there 
X are nearby targets (e.g., targets within I mile)? 

Is there no indication of a hazardous substance release, and there are uncontained sources containing CERCLA 
X hazardous substances, but there is a potential to release with targets present on site or in proximity to the site? 

Does the site lack documented on-site, adjacent, or nearby targets? X 
' 

Does the site lack releases or potential to release? X 

Does the site Jack uncontained sources containing CERCLA eligible substances are present on site? X 

Please explain all "yes" answer(s). ----------------------------------
1. All drums were sampled prior to consolidation and over-packint: for proper disposal. 
2. The pavement around and beneath the truck bumper, were some liquid had dripped, was in good condition, with no 
deterioration or reaction with the liquid. 
3.See telephone record dated 20 August 1999, \\itb statements from Mr. Robin Headen and OSC Tavlors Action Memorandum 
(for the first 3 questions above). 

------------------------------------------------' 

Part 3 - State Site Assessment Recommendation 

Check the box that applies based on the conclusions of the APA: 

X NFRAP 
Higher Priority SI 
Lower Priority SI 
Defer to RCRA Subtitle C 
Defer to NRC 
Refer to Removal Program - further site assessment needed 
Refer to Removal Program - NFRAP 
Site is being addressed as part of another CERCUS site 

Other: -------------

State Reviewer: ::.JIM EA,e&,e.~JL:~ 
Print~Si~ Date 
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U-Haul- Location Finder http://www.vicinity.com/uhaul/startprx.hm .... %2c+NC++28202-2135&W=600&H=375&LV=l 

U-HAUL CT N TRYON, 1224 N TRYON ST, CHARLOTTE, NC 28206, (704)379-1414 
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Zoom 

•••••••••••• 
Map : Small (400x250) Large (600x375) 

Click on the map to select a new map center, or on the border to pan in that direction 

New Search 

Location Finder • Online Rate Quote • Select Your Moving Van • Mover's Tips • Moving Tips Video 
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Our web site is designed to help you plan your do-it-yourselfhousehold move. For additional information or reservations, call U-Haul at 1-800-G0-UHAUL 
Copyright 1999 U-Haullntemational, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Powered by Vicinity Corporation 
US maps Copyright GDT, Inc. 1984-1999. Canadian maps Copyright DMTI. Inc. 1999. 

All Rights Reserved. Use Subject to License. 
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Tryon screec u-Haul Site 
1224 North T~on Street 
Charlotte, Mecklanburg County, North Carolina 

~~~··· 

FINA!J POLREP 

Dl\TR: 16 J1lNUAAY 1996 

FROM: Michael Taylor, osc 

TO: Myron D. Lair, Chief E~, EPA Re~J9.F!:,}'V { 
Art Johnson, BRD/HQ RegJ..onal Coo~~tia1t:?r 
Michael Henderson, Region IV C ..... ~1~$1{y.· Relations 

• 1 • d VU'\_~;Wl''f< Debb1e D etr~ch, Hea quarters ~frir.f . 
Thie POLRE:P covers the final phase of · :if~l accions during 
December 1995 to January J..996. ·~i.~~~~~· 

I. BACKGROUND: 

II. 

RESPONSE AUTHOR~TY: CBRC~ 
NJ?L STA'l'lJS : NON~~~;~ t-ft\ 

it~r:>.· '?r 
PERSONNRL ON-SI~~('Beoember 4-9, 1995:}~ 
EPA: 1 ' 
ERCS: 5 
NCDEHNR; 1 

LEAD AGENCY: 

SITUATION: 

. • -"·ft o'• 

EPA Reg1on IV,' "BRRB 
345 Courcland St. 
Atlanta, GA. 30365 
(404) 347-3931 x6143 

•: .. ~;· 

.·rT: 
~ 
·~-.J~ 

.· ... · .. 
',_r 

·~t ·-r 
EPA's Emergency Response and1 ~R9mqval Branch (ERRB) 

was notified of ':l leaking U-ltauli:~~~iJloaded with 
abandoned d:ruma 1n the downtown ai!ea~· of Charl:ot:te, 
North ~rolina. Apprc;nc~tely fo~#,y· 55 gallon drums 
were tr~ple stacked w~th1n a 26 foot ... rental truck and 
abandoned in early October. The ~6~~~g service u~ed by 
the .U-~ul company towed the vehid!e'back to the rental 
center and parked the vehicle. North carolina's 
Department of Environment Health and Natural Resources 
(DEENR) and the Federal Burea~.of ~nvestigation (FB~) 
were notified by U-Hau!l.~the wef~'lr- of 16 October 1995 . 

.:,ljf',> *'''.· .1:1'" • :gf$·o"t~;::-, . 
EPA's criminal rily~~tigation Division·~{CIDl was 

notified by the FBI of the incident. CID notified ERRB 
on 20 October fo~ possible response actions due to the 
threats thie incident posed co the pub~ic and the 
environment. ·:.-~1·:· 

I·.~ 

J:r 



SENT BY:E R R B ,._; ~~~~ 

-rtci'.'' 

;11-22-96 2:15PM e· E P A REGION IV-+ 

e 
919 733 4811;# 3/ 6 

l"":.r 

:i'·!!' .. 

Ac:I'IONS T.AKBN \ . · t 

in1ti~l0~e~~~;!z:~i~o~~a~;r!~~~~l~~~n~the 
sampled. Hazard categor1zat1on ~~~ perfor.med to 
identify waste oharacteristicalll'.i~M_l\~Q.ispoaal profiles· 
were arranged for all identi1:ied.1oia~t!e streams during 
late October. The site was securecfwhile awaiting 
analytical data and disposal appr~vals. 

CID and NCOEHNR J:if\!c;Il:lired~ separate set of samples 
to pursue criminal acf.S.ions :Debtiing. Arrangements were 
~de for NCDEHNR wit~~~~'s Environmental ~e~ice 
D1vision (ESD) to ove~ee the collection o! 
representative aamplee from the staged arums. This 
event was accomplished during the week of 13 November. 

ERRB began the final phase.·{6f the x-emoval by 
bulking and consolidating ~11 compatible drums during 
the week of 04 December. 

There were a total of 4 7 druma,.;:,reau:l ting~n nine 
separate waste streams that. included waste coq~s of: 
ooo1, noos, ooo7, nooa, F003 ,. F005 and, Nonha-zardous 
sol~ds. Waste wasldisposed of th~J!~I,lHeritage 
Env1ronmental Serv1ces. . ~-J,.._ J~~!t{I_,~~~f 

· t''M~r;i:f ,., 
Removal activities !or al~ q~~tainers were 

completed by 08 December 1995. A1i~f'ollowup site visit 
was conducted 21 December 1995 toM~q!t'Plate and finalize 

l d I i I I t~"'' fl '< all p anne a1te act "1t1ea. 'i-,;I·~!P.~· 

FUTURE ACTIONS: 

No further .site r ··oval l:C.tions are anticipated by 
ERRB. CID and NCDE ·.J~~e curlfently awaiting all 
analytical data from-~ \fi':Jisamples collected~during 
November 19 9 5 . r ... 

COST INFORMATION: 

. COST TO DATE 
EPA and TAT 
ERCS 

TOTAL 

< $ s,ooo 
~36,000 

$41,000 

CEILING 
'i20,000 
$50,000 
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