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SPORTS WEATHER 

Duke, State, 
Clemson win 

Plaza East 
drawing more 
businesses 

Chance of rain 
10day: Variably 
cloudy with a 
chance of rain. 
High near 80 and 
low in the 50s. 

Duke, N.C. State and Clemson get 
ACC wins Saturday lC 

The revamped Plaza East 
shopping center is attracting more 
business owners 1 E 

UNCW holds exhibition game lC 

Number 9 * 

Nearly forgotten cemeteries lD 
Complete forecast on 16A 

November 6, 1994 Wilmington, N.C. $1.25 Home delivery 31¢ 
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OIL BROKER FROM CALIFORNIA 

Tank fann 
proposed for 
old refinery 
Site has been plagued 
by environntental woes 
• Is another oil shortage Possible? 3E 

By JOSIAH CANTWELL 
Linda Carroll is trying to open a tank farm at the site of a former oil refinery on Surry Street. Business Editor 

'It could be a viable 
business, very 
solvent ... ' 

Broker wants site to blend in 
A woman with 15 years' experi

ence in the oil business hopes to 
open a tank farm on the site of the 
old ATC refinery on Surry Street. 

Bob Hildebrand, 
National Pollution Fund Center 

By JOSIAH CANTWELL 
Business Editor 

Linda Carroll's vision for a petroleum-storage facil
ity on Surry Street includes a periphery of trees and 
natural plantings, a small park between Surry and 
Front streets, tall plants to hide a city water-pumping 
station on the property and creation of a buffer zone of 
wildlife along the riverfront area of the property. 

"I would like to make this place an example of how 
industry and environmental concerns can work togeth
er," she told Randall Bray, president of the Wil
mington Harbor Enhancement Trust, and Dickson 
Baldridge of Cape Fear River Watch as they walked 
across the property at sunset Wednesday evening. 

As for the idled refinery on the property, "I could 
tear it down, or maybe I'll paint it white and Pl!t a 
bunch of lights all over it so it will look like Dis
neyland. Or maybe I'll just let birds roost on it," she 
said. 

She said she hoped to make the property blend in 
with the historic neighborhood just north of the site, 
where she plans to buy a house if her plans to open a 
tank farm come to fruition. She may use brick walls 
instead offences around the property, and install tradi
tional lighting fixtures along the wall. 

Supporting her effort is the noted naturalist Jim 
Fowler, who served with Marlin Perkins as co-host of 
the long-running television show Mutual of Omaha's 
Wild Kingdom. He said he's known Ms. Carroll for 15 

Linda Carroll, a California native 
years, and she has assisted him in fund raising. who has brokered deals between 

"I knew her because she was really interested in foreign oil ministries and American "I think she was looking for 
helping save wildlife. She volupteered with several oil companies, has set her sights on some level of support from me, but 
organizations and with a zoo" in California, he said. a location that has a long history of I couldn't give her that," said 

"She's been heavily involved in the oil business for environmental problems and own- Mayor Don Betz, who cited con-
several years, but she has brought a perspective be- ership disputes. cerns about the cleanup of contami-
yond just economic returns," Mr. Fowler said. "She's She hopes to pay back taxes on nation that includes oil and heavy 
a very responsible person .... A community would be the property owed to the city and metals in the soil as well as sludge 
very lucky to have her come in." county, work out the details of a $2 in the tank bottoms. 

Mr. Bray cautiously endor ed her plans: million cleanup with the Environ- "She would have to provide in-
"One, instead of having companies letting contami- mental Protection Agency, settle a formation about the proposed use • 

nants flow through, we would have a company respon- $1 million claim for cleanup work to ensure that it is in compliance 
sible on-site," he said. "Two, ~lt says she's going to done by the Coast Guard, spend $2 with the zoning ordinance," said 
live here, which gives us a !owl person instead of million refurbishing the 15 or so City Manager Mary Gornto. Like 
some absentee landlord." tanks on the property, and operate Mr. Betz and a number of other 

Mr. Bray said he hoped some measure of public a petroleum-product storage facil- local officials, Ms. Gornto met with 
access to the riverfront could be worked out. ity in a parklike setting on the river Ms. Carroll several weeks ago. 

J·ust below the Cape Fear Memorial The s1"te at 801 Surry St 1·s zoned 
Ms. Carroll and her technical adviser, Cud Baird III · Bridge. for heavy industrial use, which 

of Winchester, Va., both said the tank farm would be at And she says if she succeeds, would permit it to be used as an oil 
least as safe as the other tank farms along the river. she will move her family to Wil- storage facility. 

Ms. Carroll said she would conduct drug-testing of mington. A wife and mother, Ms. Ms. Carroll would not need a 
all employees to ensure the safe operation of the plant. Carroll, 50, says she's looking at special use permit to operate a 

Mr. Baird said, "If it's done in a first-class manner properties in the Historic District storage terminal on the site as long 
and you kept the operators properly trained, there's within a mile of the refinery and as she did not operate the refinery, 
not much risk at all. You've got five or six terminals tank farm. said Tom Pollard, city attorney. Oil 
down in that area already. Many people who know her say refineries in the city were banned 

"The problem comes when operators are not she just might pull it off, but city by the City Council in 1992 in the 
trained properly and equipment is not maintained. officials are taking a cautious wake of the uproar over a plan by 

Otherwise, it's as safe as a gas station_.~"~---~--~s~ta~n_c_e~. ~~.-~--~--------P_1e...._a...:..se:....see OIL on page 13A l.i 



.Oil 
Continued from page lA 
-cicy Gas & Transmission Corp. to 
r.~open the facility as a refinery. 
.,.,The refinery opened in the early 

1 19705 with the capacity to refine 
'· tS;ooo barrels of oil a day. In 1986, 

.tMh-owner Republic Refinery was 
firtcrd $18,000 for releasing foul
·smelling sulfurous mercaptan gas 
fUmes. The smell horrified resi
·deiits of downtown and the refin
-e·ry~was closed, never to open ag
ain .. 

Roger Page of Winston-Salem's 
Pace Oil Co. sold a ·promissory 
note to CG&T later that year for ' 
the refinery, but CG&T never paid 
a $6.5 million balance on the note. 
O~nership of CG&T passed to 
Haben Industries Inc. of Van Nuys, 
Calif., and then to Embrace Sys
tems Corp. of Angola, N.Y., before 
various stock sales and corporate 
moves made ownership of the re
finery difficult to track. 

Ms. Carroll says she has bought 
a ·deed of trust and the $6.5 million . 

'l promissory note from Mr .. Page, 
giving her title to the land and facil
ities, including tanks that can store , 
650,000 barrels of product (a petro
lelim barrel equals 42 gallons). She 
would not disclose the price she· 
paid, but says she would pay some 

. i $160,000 owed to the city and 

lcounty for back taxes. . . 
. .-c;.The deal hinges in large part on 

\the federal government's ability to 
,get,previous operators of the site 

· [to pay cleanup costs, but those 
rc<;>.sts are not as high as they ap
jp,J!ared a couple of years ago. T~e 
1 EI~A. .s~ys it can be done for under 
/ ~2 mtlhon. 
1 nrl1 

Seth Bruckner is assistant re
gional counsel for EPA Region 
Four, which encompasses the 
Southeast. He said a hearing on the 
refinery site cleanup was post-: 

· poned from Oct. 26 because of nu
merous internal comments on a 

· draft version of an environmental 
assessment on the site. The report 
will detail the environmental prob
lems Oil the site, which include 
trace amounts of heavy metals in 
the soil as well as oil contamina
tion. The hearing should be held 
within weeks, after the draft docu
ment is revised, be said, with a 30-
day public· comment period to fol
low. 

"Where I'm standing, I think we 
do expect the risk to be a lot less 
than what we originally thought," 
he said, adding. that much of the 
contamination was limited to one 
portion of the property. . 

He said one early owner of the 
property was working closely with 
the EPA in seeking a solution to 
paying for the cleanup. · · 

Under Superfund laws, any (!Ur
rent owner is liable for the costs of 
cleanup. 

"That's why she's having to go 
through hoops trying to get us on-. 
line," he said of Ms. Carroll's ef- . 
forts. . 

For her part, Ms~ Carroll is opti
mistic. 

"When I called the EPA, people 
said, 'Linda, you either have great 
courage or you're insane/ " she 
said. "But the EPA has·been sim-· 
ply wonderful." . 

She is also talking with the Na-
. tional Pollution Fund Center, said 
Bob Hildebrand of the Case Man
agement Division .. He said the fed
eral government wants to recoup . 
,nearly $1 milli?n that the Coast 
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Guard has spent on cleanup at the chemical used in manufacturing, the oil industry. 
site. · · which she could store for or sell to "She seems to have a lot of good 

"Ms. Carroll's position is, she Cape Industries and DuPont. contacts, particularly overseas," 
could be prevented from reopening Mr: Shiver said Ms. Carroll ·said Ken Johnson, senior vice pres
if debt is hanging over her head," would need a discharge permit for ident and a director of Coastal Re
he said. "Previous owners have the two oil-water separators at the fining and Marketing in Houston. 
failed to comply with paying the · plant. They remove petroleum "I've seen absolutely nothing that 
debt and have more or less skipped · from stormwater or spills on the says she's devious. She's hOnest . 
town." property before discharging the She lives up to what she says she'll 

He said that the matter was in treated water into the river. It gen- do." 
the hands of the Department of erally takes 90 days to obtain the Dr. Ayo Balogun, manager .of 
Justice but that he's been talking discharge permit. Caison Services UK Ltd. in Lon-
with Ms. Carroll, "trying to speed If she stores gas o 1 in e or don, said Ms. Carroll had consulted 
up the process." parax)iline on the. site, she' would with some companies that had 

The fund, which assesses costs need to do some calculations to see done business with him. He bro
and then bills liable parties for if she needs an air-quality permit, kers international shipments of 
cleanups by. the Coast Guard and Mr. Shiver said. If her emissions ' ·.Nigerian oil. "She's a hard-working 
the EPA, has sent bills to every- were estimated to exceed 10 tons a woman who works around the 
body it could find on record as year of paraxyline or 100 tons a clock. Whenshe wants something, 

, previously owning the site. · year of gasoline or any other sub- she goes for it." 
Mr. Hildebrand said he thinks stance that evaporates quickly, she . Bill Johnson (no relation to Ken 

the tank farm idea could work if the would need an air-quality permit, Johnson) of Arizona was for 15 
liability difficulties can be worked which could take a year to obtain, years manager of the Terminal 
out. he said. · L · D' · · fA d H · easmg tvtston o mera o ess "It could be a viable business, "Jet fuels, which are kerosene- Corp., and he has visited the Hess 
very solvent, if it has the right based, and fuel oils are not volatile. terminal in Wilmington. Ms. Car~ 
management and the right care is Basically, they do hot evaporate roll has discussed her plans with 
taken tocomply with environmen- quickly," Mr.'Shiver said. . him. 
tal laws and regulations." If Ms. Carroll settles with the 

While a storage facility wouldn't EPA and the Pollution Fund and "She's talked to me about set-
need a special use permit, which obtains the right permits from the ting up procedures, routine main
was the way the city thw. arted city arid state, she has another big tenance, environmental controls," 

he said. "She knows what she has CG&T's plans to reopen the refin- obstacle to overcome. · 
ery, Ms. Carroll would need zoning There is no dock on the refinery to do when she puts that thing into 
approvalto get the utilities turned property. Rail lines run into the motion, and she has consulting 
back on, said Mr. Pollard, the city · property and there is a truck rack, people to do the technical stuff." 
attorney. but plans to pull products off ships While Ms. Carroll may have the 

.Rick Shiver, who works in the or barges depend on dockage contacts and marketing expertise 
Wilmington office of the state De- rights. Mr. Page had an easement to open the business, she has 
partment of Environment, Health to use the docks of a neighboring brought in Cud Baird III of 
and Natural Resources, said the business, JLM Terminals, and Ms. Winchester, Va.; as her technical 
state permits Ms. Carroll needs . Carroll contends .she has that right adviser. He has been a consultant 
depend on what she wants to put in of easement also. So far, her neigh- with HPI ·Consultants Inc. since 
th ta k . b · d' · h 'd 1981; and has held numerous posi-e n s. , or tsagrees, s e sat . , 

Ms. Carroll said she might store "I've got a lot of battles to fight," tions with oil concerns since join-
jet fuel to sell to area military she said. ing ·Continental Oil Co. in Okla-
bases, variou·s fuel oils or Friendssaysheishard-working, 
paraxyline, a petroleum-based truthful and knowledgeable about 

homa in 1967 as a process engi
neer •. His experience ranges from 
design to technical and economic 
studies to corporate planning in 
managing companies involved in 
refining, marketing and trading pe~ 
troleum products. 

"Ms. Carroll's indicated she 
wants me heavily involved further 
along," Mr. Baird said Wednesday: 
"At this point, I'm giving technica\ 
advice and preparing the econom~ 
ics." · 

Ms. Carroll said she's been looki. 
ing at the Surry· Street site since 
1990, ·when a Sun Oil executive 
told her about a "nice facility down 
there." She said she was drawn to 
this area by its coastal and historic 
roots, which mirror those of her 
Monarcb Beach, Calif., home. · 

"It would be awful if that thing 
was stuck in some state I couldn:t 
stand," she said. · . 

While . Ms. Carroll won't reveal 
exactly how much she expects to 
spend to reopen the refinery, she 

· says she is willing to put everY.
thing she has and everything she 
can leverage into it. She says she · 
has offers of further backing, bu't 
she's reluctant "to play that card." 

"I want to keep this on a per
sonal basis, so people cim see who 
they're working with." · · 

We appreciate 
your business. 

Sku-News Cwtomer Service · 

343-2391 
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WILMINGTON WATERFRONT · 

Coast Guard cleans up 
City Gas r~finery area . 
By KIRSTEN B. MITCHEll 
Staff Writer 

Coast Guard offici3Is took control 
this week of City Gas and Trans
mission's idled oil refinery for the 
second time in four months. Offi
cials plan to clean up completely the 
Surry Street refinery on Wilming
ton's waterfront, said Lt. Cmdr. 
Pete Richardson of the Coast 
Guard's Marine Safety Office. 

The' Coast Guard hired South
east Response and Remediation 
Inc. to monitor absorbent booms, 
pump out wells and get rid of a full 
trash bin and about 30 drum barrels 
of trash, Lt. Cmdr. Richardson 
said. The booms prevent leaking oil 
from finding its way into the Cape 
Fear River. 

The company pumped 1,000 gal
lons of oily water Wednesday from 

, some of the refinery's 27 wells, he 
said. About half of the wells contain 
a recoverable amount of oil. 

"Some have a couple of feet, but 
most have a few inches," Lt. Cmdr. 
Richardson said. The wells have 
not been pumped since June. 

Coast Guard officials still do not 

know the source of oil leaking into a 
canal that feeds into the Cape Fear 
River. But officials have deter
mined it is not coming from the re
finery's neighbor, Unical. 

''We're now rolling and I think 
we're making the progress that we 
want to make," said Lt. Cmdr. 
Richardson. 

·The Coast Guard takeover 
comes after months of empty prom
ises from CG&T officials to· clean 
up the refinery. 

"It was my understanding that 
the actual owners of CG&T would 
be on the scene either today or to
morrow/' Lt. Cmdr. Richardson· 
said Thursday. 

Elmer Good, CG&T president · 
based in California, and Richard 
Getty, CG&T's attorney in Ken
tucky, were traveling Thursday and 
could not be reached, their secre
taries said. The secretaries said 
they did not know whether the men 
were in Wilmington. . 

Under the Pollution Control Act 

of 1990, the Coast Guard has the 
authority to take over the leaking 
refinery. Federal funds will pay for 
the cleanup. 

"Right now we have a ceiling of 
$40,000 that we're working with,". 
Lt. Cmdr. Richardson said. "That 
does not mean we cannot go above 
that." . 
· "I don't know how much we've 
spent. I suppose it's in the neigh
borhood of $20,000, btit I just don't 
know," he said. 

The Coast Guard took control of 
the oil refinery in July after com- · 
pany officials first promised to hire 
a contractor for the ·project. The 
contractor pulled out when CG&T 
failed to pay for the cleanup. CG&T 
assumed responsibility for the re
finery on Sept. 20 and promised to 
submit a written plan for the 
cleanup. It never did. 

CG&T is in Chapter 11 bankrupt
cy in Kentucky. CG&T officials are 
looking for a buyer or joint investor 
for tlie idled refinery. 
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SURRY STREET REFINERY 

Oil broker 
takes step on 
foreclosure 
By JOSIAH CANTWELL 
Business Editor 

Linda Carroll is moving a step 
. closer to either _operating an oil
tank farm on the Surry Street site 
of the old CG&T refinery or selling 
the rfroperty. 

But she still faces significant 
hurdles before the site can be used 
for anything. 

Ms. Carroll is working to fore
close on the property at 801 Surry 
St., near the Cape Fear Memorial 
Bridge. She has worked out an 
agreement with the Environmental 
Protection Agency allowing her to 
take possession of the property by 
Feb. 11-when the statute of! imi
tations runs out on a loan agree
ment - without becoming imme
diately liable for past and future en
vironmental cleanup costs on the 
property. 

joan Sasine, an Atlanta lawyer 
and former chief of the EPA's re
gional hazardous waste law branch 
who represents Ms. Carroll on en
vironmental affairs, said Ms. Car
roll can foreclose on the property 
under EPA rules that allow lenders 
to protect their investment. 

The catch is that she is required 
to then try to sell the property, Ms. 
Sasine said l<i.st week. 

If Ms. Carroll wants to change 
from a lender to an operator, Ms. 
Sasine explained, she will need a 
prospective purchaser agreement 
with the government at that time. 
That "clears the way for somebody 
who did not cause the problems to 
operate the facility without fear of 
liability," Ms. Sasine said. 

Richard Leahy, chief of the sec
tion office of regional counsel in 
charge of Superfund enforcement, 
said the EPA wants to work out a 
deal with Ms. Carroll. 

"We're eager· ... to return this 
old industrial site, once ifs cleaned 
up, to productive use," said Rick 
Leahy. But he said uncertainty 

. over Ms. Carroll's plans for the 
land is one factor delaying negotia
tions. 

Ms. Carroll has long said she 
would entertain offers for.uses of 
the land other than as a petroleum 
storage facility. Mr. Leahy said the 
EPA's cleanup standards might be 

· more stringent for. non-industrial 
uses for the land, such as for con
dominiums. 

Ms. Carroll is also negotiating 
with the Department of justice, 
which wants to recoup cleanup 
costs incurred by the Coast Guard. 

Part of the hangup in the negoti
ations is working out who is re
sn.ble f~: all !J: _:leanu~ costs 

connected with the site .. 
Mr. Leahy said the EPA is nego~ 

tiating with the global energy com
pany Axel johnson Inc., whose U.S. 
headquarters is in Stamford, Conn., 
concernin¥ pollution on t~e sit~.' · 

1 

Accordtng to an Engmeenng 
Evaluation/Cost Analysis prepared_ I i 
for the EPA by Black & Veatch 
Waste SCience Inc. last year, a sub~ 
sidiary of Axel Johnson leased the 
site from Pace Oil Co., owned by 
Winston-Salem businessman 
Roger Page, from 1970 until 1980 
or '81. 

William T. Reynolds, vice presi~ 
dent and general counsel for Axel 
johnson in Stamford, confirmed his · 
company iS' negotiating over envi
ronmental cleanup at the site. 

"We are cooperating fully with 
the EPA and hope to .bring this to 
some resolution in the not-too-dis
tant future," Mr; Reynolds said 
Monday. 

Last summer, the EPA spent 
about $200,000 to remove some 
_35,240 pounds of waste, both solid 
and liquid, from the site, including 
tetraethyl lead, sulfuric acid, flam
mable liquids, reactive solids, 

· strong base compounds and related 
paint wastes, according to a release 
from the EPA. - · . 

According to Beverly Hudson, 
the EPA's remedial project man
ager for the site, there are two · 
areas on the south side of the prop
erty that still have some contami
nation in the s·oil: one where waste 

· jackhammered out of the refinery 
furnace was buried and another 
that was a former sludge pile near 
the Cape Fear River. 

When City Gas & Transmission 
of Lexington, Ky., bought the small 
refinery in 1986, it signed a prom
issory note to Mr. Page for $6.5 
million. Ms. Carroll, a longtime oil 
broker, bought that note along with 
a deed of trust from Mr. Page. She· 
won't disclose the price, but said 
the value of the note has grown to 
$12 million because of interest on 
the unpaid balance. 

If CG&T or various related cor
porate entities don't pay the $12 
million, Ms. Carroll said, she will 
foreclose, initiating legal action to 
claim the property. · 

Earlier in 1986, then-owner Re
public Refinery was fined $l8,000 
for releasing sulfurous odors from 
the plant. The city later passed a 
law ensuring that the refinery 
would never reopen. 

Ms. Carroll has proposed using 
the storage tanks on the property · 
to store and distribute petroleum 
and chemical products. The refin
ery ·itself would probably be dis-
mantled and its parts sold. · ---
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Officials: Petroleum tank leaks not uncommon 

Associated Press 

WINSTON-SALEM- The recent dis
closure of a leak at a petroleum tank farm 
in Greensboro is just one more example of 
underground pools of gasoline and diesel 
fuel that have been threatening many 
groundwater systems since the 1960s, 
North and South Carolina environmental 
officials say. 

"We found that 14 of the 16 tank farms 
have groundwater problems - from pip
ing leaks is usually the case," said Richard 
Oldham, a manager of the S.C. Ground
water Protection Division. "Sometimes it 
leaks from the tanks. And in areas where 
product is loaded onto trucks, there's been 
a lot of spills in the past." 

Last spring, the N.C. Division of Envi
ronmental Management cited three oil 
companies with tanks there for violations 
of groundwater-quality standards, and 
groundwater tests have shown some con
tamination. 

The three oil companies have hired a 
consultant to try to find the source of con
tamination, and the division of environ
mental management has asked all16 com
panies at the tank farm to participate in a 
groundwater study of the entire farm, the 
Winston-Salem Journal reported. 

At a tank farm near Wilmington, where 
about 130 above-ground petroleum stor
age tanks loom over the Cape Fear River, 
petroleum contamination has kept Rick 
Shiver, a regional supervisor for the divi
sion of environmental management, espe
cially busy for the past five years. 

Since 1945, oil companies have stored 
petroleum products in the Wilmington 
tanks, and since the early 1940s, compan
ies have used the above-ground storage 
tanks in Spartanburg, S.C., for the same 
purpose. But at both farms, tanks and 
pipes have not always been trustworthy. 

In Wilmington and Spartanburg, offi
cials first discovered groundwater con
tamination in the mid-1980s and are just 

beginning lengthy and expensive clean
ups. Since then, they have waged a con
tinuous battle with oil and gasoline spills 
and leaks. 

Shiver said most of the contamination 
at the Wilmington tank farm is from leaky 
tanks and spills. · 

"A lot of the facilities have had releases 
of fuels, and many will have floating prod
uct on the water table, but some will have 
just dissolved constituents . . . " he said. 
"The releases have occurred through holes 
in tanks and in lines, defective valves and 
human error." 

But South Carolina officials place much 
of the blame for the petroleum contamina
tion on the maze of pipes that ship petrole
um to the Spartanburg tank farm. 

Oil companies at the Wilmington tank 
farm are now cleaning up messes almost a 
decade old, and a major survey of ground
water contamination there is under way, 
Shiver said. 
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EPA takes over cleanup of downtown oil refinery 
!'JJ'.TRICIA VANCE <:;. -.! lJ,.L_ I ,J ( l/1 s 
.St.(r;l\·,r,·r 0_ 'c,J..l! _,·.; / 

In ;m unusual mm·e, the Environmental l'rotecti••n 
A~-:tnry has tal;en over clemmp of a contaminated oil 
rdinny, dting unsatisf;u:tory perfunnanre hy 01 fnrllll'l' 
owner that hat! hcl'll overseeing the remm·:~l ufhazard
uu~ \\'OI~t.:. 

1\xd Johnson Inc., one of several former ownen; nf 
the old t\TC refinery on Surry Strl·et :~lso l;nowu as 
the C(;&.T refinery, was not sticking to wnrl; ;md 
he:.lth/safety plans, said an EPA representative. The 
federal agency ordered the company to stop wurlt in 
I\ lard• ;mel is now pron•l·dinR with the deanup itsdf. 

"Wl• l•rder to ha\'e the responsible 11arti~s spend 
their money and dean up the site," said Michael 
Taylor, who's coordinating the work for the EPA's 
Emergency Response and Removal Branch. "It's rare 
we have to take a site over and fulfill thnse.require
rnents." 

Cost of the cleanup, including past work, is esti
mated at $2 million. The money will come from the 

fl·tleral Superfund, hut the IWA will try to rcnl\1[1 its 
l'll~ls from Axel johnson, 1\lr. Taylor said Thursday. 

Thnunh the refinery has had several owners, EI'A 
officials targeted Axel Johnson as the party that was 
probably resronsible for most of the pollution. The 
company has consistently denied responsibility for the 
spills but in I !I!IG :~greed on a cleanup plan. 

Mr. Taylor wouldn't dte srecific work violations or 
dcfidendl'S that led to the stop-work order but said 
tlwy had tu do with health and l;afety procedures, time
tables ;md cnginecrin~: pmctices. 

A top-ranldng executive with Axel johnson, which 
has its headquarters in Stamford, Conn., disruted the 
EI'A'~ findin1:~ Thur~llay. 

"We think we wen.· cluing a good joh," s:1id joe 
Smomda, chid financial orril~er. "Our Jler~pcctive is 
that we were trc;1ted unfairly." · 

Among the complaints were that a worker wasn't 
wearing a hard hat, that a gate was left open and that 
instructions from EPA officials weren't heinn followed, 
he said. Howe\'er, he also noted that he wasn't as The Environmental Protection Agency has taken over cleanup of the 
familiar with the project as other comp~mcufficittls...,;-.... old ATC refinery on Surry Street, which also Is known as the CG&T refinery. 
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