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NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

DIVISION OF WASTE MANAGEMENT 

HAZARDOUS WASTE SECTION (HWS) / COMPLIANCE BRANCH 

 

    CASE DEVELOPMENT INVESTIGATION REPORT 

 

1. Facility Information:  Parts Cleaning Technologies, LLC (PCT) 

1491 Business Park Ct., Suite 5,6,7 

Gastonia, NC 28053 

State RCRA ID #: NCS 000 002 271 

 

 Mailing Address:  2258 Highway 70 SE  

Suite 101  

Hickory, NC 28602 

     

2.    Facility Contact:   Mr. Tim Connelly, PCT-Operations Manager 

     Phone: 828.322.3510  

     

3.    Inspection Participants:  Mr. Tim Connelly, PCT-Operations Manager 

             

4. Inspector(s):   Mr. Sean Morris, HWS-Environmental Senior Specialist 

     Mr. Mark Burnette, HWS-Environmental Senior Specialist 

     Mr. Andrew Martin, HWS-Environmental Senior Specialist 

 

5. Date / Time of Inspection: August 28, 2015 / Arrived: 11:15am Departed: 12:05pm 

 

6.           Date of Report:   June 28, 2016 – Prepared By: Sean Morris  

 

7. Purpose of Inspection:  Case Development Investigation / Determine Compliance with NC  

     Hazardous Waste Management Rules  

 

8. Report:  

 

On August 28, 2015 an Administrative Inspection Warrant (Warrant) was obtained, from the Gaston County 

Magistrates Office, for the inspection of the Parts Cleaning Technologies, LLC (PCT) facility located in 

Gastonia, NC. The Warrant was obtained after information was received from EPA’s Criminal Investigation 

Division (CID) and the State Bureau of Investigation (SBI) that indicated that a tractor-trailer, staged outside of 

the PCT facility, may contain illegally stored hazardous waste containers.  

 

The referral from CID indicated that the tractor-trailer parked at PCT had a license tag number that linked the 

tractor-trailer as being used to transport hazardous waste containers from Trex Properties, LLC, (Trex), which is 

a RCRA permitted, hazardous waste treatment, storage & disposal facility (TSDF) located at 3114 Cullman 

Avenue in Charlotte, NC. Trex ceased operations in March 2015 but historically operated as a commercial 

TSDF that managed hazardous waste, accepted from numerous hazardous waste generators. Prior to closing, 

daily hazardous waste management operations at Trex were being performed exclusively, under a written 

contract/agreement, by PCT employees. In August 2015 HWS inspectors discovered hazardous waste 

containers being illegally stored on four semi-trailers at the Trex facility. Upon discovery of the illegally stored 

hazardous waste containers, Trex personnel and contractors began removal of the containers from each of 

the trailers. It was during this time that CID/SBI discovered information indicating that the tractor-trailer, parked 

at the PCT facility, had been observed holding hazardous waste containers while parked at the Trex facility. 

This inspection was conducted to investigate the contents of the semi-trailer parked at PCT and to inspect all 

other areas owned/operated by PCT.  
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On August 28, 2015, Mr. Mark Burnette, Mr. Andrew Martin and I arrived at PCT at 11:15am and executed an 

inspection of PCT. Upon arrival, we me with Mr. Tim Connelly and provided him with a copy of the Warrant. 

Mr. Connelly cooperated fully during the visit and accompanied us during the inspection. Mr. Connelly 

explained that the facility is used as a chemical distribution warehouse and that the facility does not store or 

generate hazardous waste. Mr. Connelly explained that PCT began leasing three suites in July 2014 

(approximately 15,200-square feet) and that two separate/non-affiliated companies lease four additional 

suites. 

 

During the visit we visually inspected the interior of the semi-trailer and the trailer was found to be empty, 

except for one 55-gallon container holding spill control equipment. Mr. Connelly explained that the tractor-

trailer & semi-trailer has not been used for approximately 5-6 months as the tractor-trailer’s registration had 

expired. Mr. Connelly did confirm that the tractor-trailer had been used to transport hazardous waste from 

Trex to a proper TSDF in the first few months of 2015. During the visit we also inspected a PCT owned box truck, 

which was parked behind the PCT facility, and found the truck to also be empty.  

 

After inspection of the PCT vehicles, we performed an inspection of the PCT leased portion of the facility. The 

front part of the building is used for office space and the rear portion is used for product warehousing. PCT’s 

products primarily consist of various types of solvents that are marketed & sold as cleaning agents. The 

warehouse was found to be stocked with multiple containers, labeled as various types of chemical products. 

Most of the containers within the warehouse were either 55-gallons containers or were 250-300 gallon totes. 

During the inspection, four 55-gallon containers were observed within the warehouse that had hazardous 

waste labels partially visible from underneath product labels. Mr. Connelly stated the containers had originally 

been shipped to Trex (formerly Detrex Corp.), approximately two years ago, from a hazardous waste 

generator. The containers were labeled as “TECHTRIDE – 1,1,1” and was labeled with the common shipping 

name “1,1,1 trichloroethane, UN2831” (TCA). Mr. Connelly stated that from what he could remember, the four 

waste containers had been analyzed while at Trex and were found to be “clean”, in that little to no 

contaminants were found in the waste. Mr. Connelly explained that the waste was repackaged as product 

TCA and moved from Trex to PCT for resale. Mr. Connelly guessed that the hazardous waste label had 

accidently been left on the container and explained that it was not uncommon for Trex to receive waste that 

did not require distillation prior to repackaging as a product. Mr. Connelly stated that the waste TCA would 

have been analyzed and that he would provide documentation used to determine the TCA fit for use as a 

product. Many of the containers within the warehouse were stacked on pallets, two pallets high, and not all 

container labels were easily accessible for inspection. Mr. Connelly confirmed that the four containers found 

with hazardous waste labels were the only containers of chemicals onsite that had previously been a waste, 

originated from Trex, or would be considered a waste.  

 

No additional containers were found during the inspection that appeared to be potential hazardous waste 

containers. The inspection concluded at 12:05pm and a copy of the executed Warrant was returned to the 

Gaston County Magistrates Office at 1:20pm.   

 

9.   Post Inspection Findings: 

 

On September 23, 2015 Mr. Connelly provided a copy of analytical data, associated with the containers found 

with hazardous waste labels covered by product labels, to Mr. Andrew Martin. The analysis was conducted 

using gas chromatography and appeared to have been sampled on July 24, 2014. The analytical data was 

difficult to interpret as there was both hand written notes and printed data on the two page document. There 

were also conflicting dates marked on the document in that the gas chromatography data on the second 

page listed that the sample was collected on July 23, 2014 but a hand written note on the top of the first page 

listed “Rec’d 7/23/15”. A hand written note on the first page appeared to state “Verified Material as 1,1,1 

trichloroethane, See Attached Gas Chromatogram, J. R. Goodrick, Chemist”.  
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On September 24, 2015 Mr. Connelly submitted an email, regarding the containers found with hazardous 

waste labels covered by product labels, and stated the following:  

 

“Part of the disposal and treatment at Detrex was recycling of certain waste materials such as TCE, 

PERK, TCS and MC.  When that waste materials were received, as well as every other waste, they were 

sampled.  Most of that waste was then recycled, but on a rare occasion the material was good 

enough to not put through the process.  It was explained to me years ago by one of our resident 

inspectors that if a waste was good based on sampling we didn't need to put it through the recycling 

process, we could repackage it as is. And that's what we did. We have not repackaged it yet.  We 

were waiting to do that when it was sold.” 

 

Based on the findings associated with this inspection, no additional actions are needed at this time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  ______________________________________________________                           ______________________ 

J. SEAN MORRIS / DATE                      FACILITY CONTACT 

                   NC HWS-COMPLIANCE BRANCH 
 

 

cc:  

Raleigh Office Files 

Brent Burch, Compliance Branch Head 
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