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Navassa, Coastal Land Trust get grant for Gullah Geechee 
preservation
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NAVASSA -- The N.C. Coastal Land Trust and town of Navassa received a $25,000 grant from the trustees of the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation to 
produce two concept plans to conserve Gullah Geechee heritage. One is for a North Carolina Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Center. The other is 
to protect lands with Gullah Geechee significance that are in the vicinity of Navassa.

These plans are the initial steps in generating interest in the center and land conservation as well as for determining what is possible, said Camilla 
Hervelich, executive director of the N.C. Coastal Land Trust. They will also be the basis for further fundraising.

“We are just putting a toe in the water to see what might make sense,” she said. “…If we can get a visual depiction of what we can do and offer, we 
can generate interest in federal or foundation funding.”

Gullah Geechee refers to the West African people who were enslaved and brought to the coastal South to work on rice plantations. The strip of land 
they settled on, which stretches along the Atlantic seacoast from Wilmington to Jacksonville, Florida, already has been designated by Congress as a 
national heritage area.

Hervelich said several sites related to Gullah Geechee history, such as land that contains rice canals, rice cultivation, or graveyards, will be 
considered for conservation. Other issues that must be resolved include which sites are suitable for protection, if the landowner is open to 
conservation strategies, and who is the best entity to own the land long-term.

“This is a good thing to have in Southeast North Carolina,” said Navassa Mayor Eulis Willis. “We want to look at the entire area and preserve all the 
local history.”
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