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May 5, 2016 
 
Deanna Trebil, Capital Projects Administrator  
City of Jacksonville 
P.O. Box 128  
Jacksonville, NC 28541 
  
Ref: Unrestricted Use Areas 
 Jacksonville WWTP Landfill at Sturgeon City  
 Jacksonville, Onslow County 
 ID# NONCD0000679 
 
Dear Ms. Trebil: 
 
This letter follows our conference call on April 26, 2016, during which we discussed the Pre-Regulatory Landfill Unit’s 
review of existing soil, groundwater, and landfill gas data as well as the identification of unrestricted use areas.  This 
review verified that non-waste areas can be unrestricted use areas based on available soil and groundwater data.  
Review of available landfill gas data indicates elevated levels of methane were detected in the open, hilltop portion 
of Sturgeon City Park.  Based on this data additional investigation is being planned to determine the extent to which 
elevated methane concentrations may pose a health risk in non-waste areas.  The collection of additional landfill gas 
data is expected to help identify setback distances from the waste boundary that may be needed for development 
purposes.   
 
The attached draft map identifies unrestricted use areas based upon assessment of current information.  This map 
should help the City of Jacksonville take action on development projects such as the planned environmental 
education center and the proposed STEM school.  The dashed lines represent the current landfill gas buffer pending 
results from the upcoming landfill gas evaluation.  Upon completion of the landfill gas evaluation I will review the 
results to determine if the landfill gas buffer can be reduced.   
 
In a letter dated February 4, 2014, this office authorized the City of Jacksonville to move forward with construction 
plans regarding the environmental education center.  On March 9, 2016, I emailed you updated waste boundary 
maps overlain with sampling locations and the environmental education center construction drawings provided by 
the City of Jacksonville.  As previously communicated, the portion of the center’s parking lot overlying buried waste 
will need land use restrictions.   
 
Thank you, again, for your partnership in this effort.  I will keep you informed as the additional landfill gas 
investigation moves forward and provide an updated unrestricted use areas map as soon as possible.  Please contact 
me at 919-707-8331 or thomas.slusser@ncdenr.gov if you have any questions. 
 
Best regards, 

 
Thomas Slusser, L.G. 
Division of Waste Management 

mailto:thomas.slusser@ncdenr.gov
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