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October 28, 2009 
 
 
 
Mr. Bruce E. Lefler, Jr. 
Hydrogeologist 
NCDENR-Inactive Hazardous Sites Branch 
Superfund Section 
1646 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699 
 
Re: Hatch Road Landfill   Unassigned State ID 
 Task Order 42B 
 Orange County, North Carolina 
 Contract No. N06010S  
 MM&A Project No.:  NCUL142-02 
 
Dear Mr. Lefler: 
 
An investigation of the above referenced Site performed by Marshall Miller & Associates, Inc. (MM&A) 

on behalf of the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources (NCDENR) 

determined that the Site was never used as a municipal landfill.  Based on these findings, no additional 

inquiry will be performed beyond what has been conducted to date.  A summary of the Site information 

accumulated during this investigation is included below. 

 

During a review of files at the NCDENR, Division of Waste Management office in Raleigh, MM&A 

located several historical documents and hand-drawn maps from 1972 that indicated the Town of Chapel 

Hill was considering a 100-acre parcel located off of SR 1944 (now Hatch Road) owned by the 

Sturdivants for use as a municipal landfill.  Though several letters were exchanged between state and 

town officials, no further details about its use and operation were located. Copies of the Historical 

Documents are included in Attachment A.   

 

Through online research of Orange County parcel records, MM&A determined that Ms. Annie Lee 

Sturdivant currently owns a large parcel of land along Hatch Road.    A certified letter was sent to Ms. 

Sturdivant asking her to contact MM&A to discuss the possibility of the Site’s having been used as a 
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dump.  A copy of the letter is included as Attachment B.  Mr. Danny Sturdivant, Annie’s son, contacted 

MM&A on September 28, 2009, in response to MM&A’s letter.  Mr. Sturdivant indicated that his father 

had previously used the Site as a dairy farm.  Mr. Sturdivant indicated that, during farming, his father may 

have dumped trash onto the property, but that he and his mother knew nothing of any community or 

municipal landfill that had ever been located on their property.   

 

MM&A also spoke with Mr. Harold Harris who had worked in the Town of Chapel Hill Public Works 

from 1969 until his retirement a few years ago.  During his tenure, the Town of Chapel Hill ran all of the 

landfills in Orange County.  Operations switched to the county level upon his retirement.  Mr. Harris 

indicated that the Sturdivant’s property was one of several locations that were considered in the early 

1970s for use as Orange County’s municipal landfill when UNC gave notice that it would discontinue its 

agreement with the County to use the University of NC/Old Sanitary LF (NCD980557615) north of the 

Horace Williams Airport.  Mr. Harris had personally prepared several parts of the proposal submitted to 

the State about the consideration of this Site.  His team eventually decided against the Site due to its 

proximity to the University Lake drainage basin and withdrew its plans from consideration before 

proceeding with borehole testing at the Site.  MM&A’s Records of Communication (Attachment B) are 

attached as supporting information.   

 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the undersigned at anytime.     

 

Sincerely, 
 
MARSHALL MILLER & ASSOCIATES, INC. 

 

  
 
 
 

Amy E. Hendershot 
 Staff Scientist 

  

cc: File NCDENR/NCUL142-02 
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ATTACHMENT A 
Historical Documents 















 
 
 

ATTACHMENT B 
Records of Communication  

 









Senate Bill 1492
State of North Carolina

ID:

(919) 369-3446

Alternate Number

NC 27516
State Zip Code

Date Time
09/28/2009 10:00

10/16/2009 10:00

X

Danny Sturdivant for Annie Lee Sturdivant

City
Chapel Hill

Notes

Owner of property:   

Danny called in response to the certified letter sent to his mother, Annie Lee, about a possible 
landfill on the Sturdivant property off Hatch Road. Danny indicated that the property was once a 
dairy farm.  His father had dug 2-3 trench silos to house the corn.  When they stopped farming, 
his father needed to fill the trenches and so they put in wood debris, dirt, etc. from general clean-
up around the farm.  They later did some horse farming and still used it for dumping farm debris 
at that time.  Danny Sturdivant even later personally dumped some used wood in there, but it 
was never used for municipal landfill nor did it ever receive household trash.  The site has a 
gated fence that is locked and has always been fenced in, so he was pretty sure that there 
wouldn't have been illegal dumping on the site either.  At present, there is still one trench 
remaining unfilled.  He was willing to allow us to come out to see the Site, if necessary.  Fridays 
are best for him as he works out of town the rest of the week. -AEH

Left a message letting Mr. Sturdivant know that we would not need to do a site visit. -AEH

 Phone:

1140 NC Highway 54 West
Street Address

Communication Log

 Contact Name:

 Address:

Landfill Name: Hatch Road Dump Unassigned



Senate Bill 1492
State of North Carolina

ID:

(919) 969-5100

Alternate Number

NC 27516
State Zip Code

Date Time
10/22/2009 11:15

10/22/2009 12:15

Mr. Gayle Wilson had suggested that Mr. Harris may have some information about the Site as 
he was working for the Town/County when they were evaluating Sites and finally settled on the 
Eubanks Road location.  This is the same time frame of the records that were uncovered at the 
Oberlin Rd. NCDENR office.  
Left a message to call.-AEH

Mr. Harris has worked in the Town of Chapel Hill Public Works since 1969. Until he retired, the 
Town of Chapel Hill ran all of the landfills in Orange County.  The operations then switched to 
the County level upon his retirement.  
Mr. Harris indicated that this Site was one of several options that was considered in the early 
1970s for use after UNC forced them to stop using its Site north of the Horace Williams Airport.  
He had prepared several parts of the plan/proposal submitted to the State about the 
consideration of this property.  They eventually decided against the Site due to its proximity to 
the University Lake drainage basin, and they withdrew their plans from consideration (on their 
own, not because the State indicated that they should.)  He indicated that they didn't even 
proceed with the bore hole testing at this location because reconsidering it. -AEH

 Phone:

6850 Millhouse Rd
Street Address

Communication Log

 Contact Name:

 Address:

Owner of property:   

Landfill Name: Hatch Road Landfill Unassigned

Harold Harris

City
Chapel Hill

Notes



Senate Bill 1492
State of North Carolina

ID:

(919) 968-2788

Alternate Number

NC 27516
State Zip Code

Date Time
10/07/2009 10:00
10/07/2009 2:30
10/08/2009 2:15
10/16/2009 1:30

10/16/2009 2:45

Owner of property:   

Gayle Wilson, Orange County Public Works Director

Mr. Wilson did not recall any landfills on Hatch Road.  He indicated that the Eubanks Road 
landfill was started in around 1972, and that this Site may have been considered as well before 
the county settled on that location.   As far as he knew, this was never a municipal landfill.
He suggested that the only other person who might know more than he does about the Orange 
County sites is Harold Harris.  Mr. Harris was with the County for several years before Mr. 
Wilson joined on, so he would have been aware of that time frame.  However, Mr. Harris has 
since retired.  He suggested I try to find a home number for him (he now lives in Chatham 
County) or contact Mr. Norris at Town of Chapel Hill.  He believes that Mr. Harris still does some 
consulting work for him. -AEH

Mr. Wilson is unavailable. -AEH
Mr. Wilson is unavailable. -AEH
Mr. Wilson is in a meeting. -AEH
Left a message with the receptionist to have Mr. Wilson call. -AEH

City
Chapel Hill

Notes

 Phone:

6850 Millhouse Road
Street Address

Communication Log

 Contact Name:

 Address:

Landfill Name: Hatch Road Landfill Unassigned



Senate Bill 1492
State of North Carolina

ID:

(919) 969-5100

Alternate Number

NC 27516
State Zip Code

Date Time
10/16/2009 1:25

Owner of property:   

Landfill Name: Hatch Road Landfill Unassigned

Lance Norris, Public Works Director for Town of Chapel Hill

City
Chapel Hill

Notes
Mr. Norris has only been with the town 8 years, so he doesn't know anything about any 1970s 
landfills.  He suggested speaking with Mr. Gayle Wilson, Orange County Public Works Dept.  He 
used to be with the Town before all landfill work transferred to the county level, so he would 
likely know if the Town had ever used this Site. -AEH

 Phone:

6850 Millhouse Rd
Street Address

Communication Log

 Contact Name:

 Address:



Senate Bill 1492
State of North Carolina

ID:

(919) 933-8173

Alternate Number

NC 27516
State Zip Code

Date Time
09/22/2009 13:45 No Answer.  Left message.  -JAH

 Phone:

715 Hatch Road
Street Address

Communication Log

 Contact Name:

 Address:

Owner of property:   

Landfill Name: Hatch Road Dump Unassigned

Donald and JoAnne Sturdivant

City
Chapel Hill

Notes


