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NC DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATRUAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF WASTE MANAGEMENT

HAZARDOUS WASTE SECTION
ACTIVITY REPORT

7 Jul 2008 Reported by Whom: 006/D. Denton

Subject: Clayton WWTP

Address:

City: Clayton, Ne Location: Johnston State: NC Zip:

Persons contacted: James Warren, Superintendent, Tim
Simpson, Town of Clayton Telephone #:

Branch: 07
Date:
Closed:
Time spent:

Reason for visit:

REPORT:

7 Jul 2008
7 Jul 2008
6
Complaint

The Division of Waste Management received a complaint from
an individual who works at the Clayton WWTP management was
mismanaging Universal Hazardous Waste and sludge from the
WWTP. The complaint stated that Universal Waste was being
mismanaged as follows:

1. Lead acid batteries used as back up power at the lift
stations are disposed in the dumpster.

Mr. Simpson and Mr. Warren stated that the backup
batteries are exchanged with the Exide Battery distributor
as cores for new batteries when they are replaced and they
were not aware of lead acid batteries being disposed of in
dumpsters.

2. The Town of Clayton has 27 lift stations which are
equipped with mercury float switches. Some of the
switches get into the pumps and are chopped up and end up
in the oxidation ditches. The floats that are retrieved
are tossed in the dumpster and sent to the landfill.

Mr. Simpson and Mr. Warren stated that if any pieces of
the float switches were to make it to the oxidation
ditches they would have to be very small pieces (the
screens at the bar screens are approximately 1/4 inch
diameter) and they would not have any mercury in them.
They also stated that they would in the future manage any
damaged switches which contained mercury as universal
hazardous waste. Mr. Warren stated that he would contact
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