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Arden Services Inc. 

Regulatory Status Determination 

To determine the RCRA status of Arden Services Inc., the status of 
their process must be first be assessed. 

The facility accepts on-site waste/off-spec, undeveloped, photographic 
and x-ray films and waste emulsion that is used to coat film. Both of 
these materials contain silver. The purpose of Arden Services process 
is to separate the silver containing gel from the polyester film. The 
gel is then dried and sent to a facility in South Carolina for the 
recovery of the silver. 

26l.l(c) (4) defines reclaiming. 
a material is reclaimed if it is processed to recover a useable 
product, or if it is regenerated. 

G.S. 130A-290 defines treatment 
... means nay method, technique or process, including 

neutralization, designed to change the physical, chemical or 
biological characteristic or composition of any hazardous waste so as 
to neutralize such waste or so as to render such waste non-hazardous, 
safer for transport, amenable for recovery, amenable for storage or 
reduced in volume ... 

The process could be defined as reclaiming if the settlings are 
classified as a product. The only use for this product is to reclaim 
silver from it at the facility in South Carolina, there is no other 
use. The material is not being regenerated, ie. it can not be used as 
a coating on film for photographic or x-ray uses. 

The other way the process can be called reclamation is if EPA has 
granted an exemption for recovery at two separate locations (states) 
and two separate processes. In this case the facility would not have 
to have a permit per 264.l(g) (2). 

The process must therefore be classified as treatment as its sole 
purpose is to make the waste emulsion and films more amenable for 
recovery (silver). 

If the process is declared to be reclamation, the facility must comply 
with 266.70 including: notification as a recycler, comply with subpart 
B of 262 (manifesting), and keep records that document that 
speculative accumulation has not occurred. 

If the process is declared to be treatment the facility must obt<d_:; a 
RCRA permit. 

The status of the materials sent off-site and accepted for processing 
will depend, of course, on TCLP testing. Assuming that all waste 
streams extract at greater than 5.0 ppm silver, their regulatory 
status is discussed below. 
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The film is unexposed film so it does not meet the definition of spent 
materials. It is a solid waste and a discarded material under the 
definitions of 261.2(a) (1) and 261.2(a} (2) as it can not be used for 
its intended purpose and it is being abandoned (or recycled if the 
process is defined as recycling/reclamation). Under 261.2(b) the film 
would be a solid waste if the process is llQt classified as 
reclamation/recycling as the material is being abandoned by being 
accumulated and treated before, or in lieu of, being abandoned 
[261.2 (b) (3)]. 

So either way the process is classified the film would be a solid 
waste. 

As the film is undeveloped, it does not meet any of the definitions 
under 261.1(c) (spent material, sludge, by-product, commercial 
chemical product or scrap metal) and therefore none of the solid waste 
exemptions in 261.2(c) (table 1) for reclamation or speculative 
accumulation apply, even if the process is defined as being 
reclamation. 

261.2(e) gives exemptions for materials being solid wastes if they are 
being recycled as long as they are being either: used or reused as 
ingredients, substituted for products or, returned to the original 
process with out reprocessing. None of these exemptions apply so the 
material is definitely a solid waste no matter what the process is 
defined as. 

There are no exceptions under 261.3 through 261.5 that would cause the 
film not to be defined as a hazardous waste and there fore be 
manifested to Arden Services no matter what the designation of the 
process. However, the film may be classified as a recycleable material 
under 261.6(a) (1) if the process is defined as reprocessing/recycling. 
If this is the case the film must still be manifested to Arden 
Industries, and Arden Industries must notify as a recycler (the 
Designated Facility per 260.10(20) (3)) [261.6(a) (2) (iii) referenced 
266 subpart F and 265.71 and 265.72] and document that speculative 
accumulation is not occurring. 

EMULSION 

The status of the waste emulsion will be the same as the film if it is 
categorized as discarded material or a spent material (if it can no 
longer be used due to contamination) . 

If it is categorized as a by-product (261.l(c) (3)), and Arden 
Service's process is defined as reclaiming, then it will not have to 
be manifested to the facility as it is not a solid waste per 
261.2(c) (3). It will, however, have to be manifested if Arden 
Service's process is defined as treatment. 

Bag House Dust and Filter Media 
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This material is defined as a sludge (261.1(c) (2) and 260.10). As it 
is being shipped by Arden Services directly to a silver reclaimer, it 
will not be classified as a solid waste (261.2(c) (3)) and therefore 
does not have to be manifested. 

Settlings 

This is the dried emulsion that Arden Services sends to the facility 
is South Carolina for recovery. Following the same procedure as above, 
this material will be classified as a hazardous waste but also a 
recycleable material going for recovery so it will be regulated under 
261.6(b) and 266 subpart F. This means that Arden Services must notify 
as a generator of recycleable materials, comply with the applicable 
sections of 262 and manifest the settlings to the Duncan, SC plant. 

Scenario 1 

If all samples exceed TCLP, or any one of the incoming waste streams 
exceed TCLP and the process is defined as reclaiming/recycling: 

- Arden Services must notify as a recycler (designated facility) and a 
generator of recycleable materials. 

- Film must be manifested to facility. 
- Generator of films must count them as hazardous waste. 
- Emulsion does not have to be manifested (if classifies as a by-

product) . 
- Bag house dust and filter media do not have to be manifested. 
- Comply with 262 and document that speculative accumulation not 

occurring. 

Scenario 2 

If materials coming into the plant are < TCLP. Settlings are > TCLP. 

- Arden Services only has to notify as a generator of recycleable 
material. 

- Manifest settlings to South Carolina. 
- Comply with 262 and document that speculative accumulation not 

occurring. 
- baghouse dust, filters and emulsion the same as above. 

Scenario 3 

Process is defined as treatment. 

- Facility must apply for a permit and comply with all of above. 
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