
  
FACILITY COMPLIANCE INSPECTION REPORT 

Division of Waste Management 
Solid Waste Section  

 
  

  UNIT TYPE: 
Lined 

MSWLF  LCID  YW  Transfer  Compost  SLAS  COUNTY:  Jackson    
Closed 

MSWLF X HHW  White 
goods  Incin  T&P  FIRM  PERMIT NO.:  50-01        

CDLF  Tire T&P / 
Collection  Tire 

Monofill  Industrial 
Landfill  DEMO  SDTF  FILE TYPE:  COMPLIANCE 

Date of Site Inspection:  September 18, 2014      Date of Last Inspection:  September 5, 2012 
FACILITY NAME AND ADDRESS: 
Western Carolina University 
MSW Landfill 
Monteith Gap Road (State Road 1336) 
Cullowhee, NC 28723 
 
GPS COORDINATES: N:  35.32510  W:  83.18189  
  
FACILITY CONTACT NAME AND PHONE NUMBER: 
Name:  Roger Turk, Grounds Superintendent  
Telephone:  (828) 227-7224  
Email address:  turk@email.wcu.edu  
 
FACILITY CONTACT ADDRESS: 
3476 Old Cullowhee Rd. 
Cullowhee, NC 28723 
 
PARTICIPANTS: 
Troy Harrison, Environmental Senior Specialist 
 
STATUS OF PERMIT: 
Closure Letter issued on 9/5/95 
 
PURPOSE OF SITE VISIT: 
Comprehensive Inspection 
 
STATUS OF PAST NOTED VIOLATIONS: 
N/A 
OBSERVED VIOLATIONS 
15A NCAC 13B .0510 (c) states:  “When a solid waste disposal site has been closed in accordance with the requirements of 
the Division, future necessary maintenance and water quality monitoring shall be the responsibility of the owner and the 
operator and shall be specified in the closure letter.” 
 
Post Closure Condition 4 of the Closure Letter states:  “The integrity and effectiveness of the final cover system and any 
permanent erosion control devices must be maintained.  This could include making repairs to the cover as necessary to correct 
the effects of settlement, subsidence, erosion or other events.” 
 
On September 18, 2014, the slope of the landfill was heavily covered with kudzu and not maintained, this constitutes a 
violation of 15A NCAC 13B .0510 (c). 
 
In order to come into compliance, Western Carolina University must within 30 days of receipt of this letter, submit for 
approval, a plan to remove kudzu and any other woody vegetation from the landfill and sow the slope with grasses.  The plan 
must have a reasonable date when the work will be completed.  The plan must also include provisions for the placement of 
“edge-of-waste” markers.  Please submit the plan to Troy Harrison, 2090 US Highway 70, Swannanoa, NC 28730.  The plan 
must be implemented as approved. 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
1. All photographs were taken by Troy Harrison on September 18, 2014 

 
2. The facility is required to sample groundwater and surface water on a semi-annual basis.  The last two events were 

in February 2014 and September 2014.  
 

3. The facility ceased receiving waste on October 8, 1993. 
 

Landfill Cap 
4. The level/top portion of the landfill was observed being maintained.  The slope of the landfill was heavily covered 

with kudzu and not maintained.  Due to safety concerns, it was not possible to determine the condition of the 
portion of the landfill cap located on the slope. 
 

 Post Closure Condition 4 of the Closure Letter states:  “The integrity and effectiveness of the final cover system 
and any permanent erosion control devices must be maintained.  This could include making repairs to the cover as 
necessary to correct the effects of settlement, subsidence, erosion or other events.” 

 
5. During a previous inspection on March 16, 2011, it was requested that Western Carolina University (WCU) 

submit a plan to remove the kudzu and woody vegetation from the slope of the landfill and the area sown with 
grass.  A response to that request was received and stated in part:   
 
“Kudzu and woody vegetation on the slope: Our plan to deal with the kudzu that has grown over the native grasses 
we initially developed on the slope is to rent some goats to eat the undesirable vegetation. Due to State budget 
restraints we feel that this is the most cost effective way to deal with the situation. We plan to start this process in 
late July in hopes that it is eradicated prior to the fall grass sowing season.” 
 
“Sowing of native grasses: When the kudzu is removed we will then schedule a hydro seeder to reapply a native 
grass mix that you specify to the areas. We plan to have this procedure done in early fall when it's a more desirable 
seasonal time of the year for the establishment of grass seed.”  
 
The rental of goats was noted and observed on subsequent inspections.  Goats were not used in 2014.  The sowing 
of grass does not appear to have been done. 

 
Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding this inspection report. 
 
 
 
 ___________________________                      Phone:  (828) 296-4701      
Environmental Senior Specialist  
    Regional Representative

Sent on:  November 24, 
2014 

 Email  Hand delivery X US Mail to Roger Turk, 
WCU Grounds 
Superintendent 

X Certified No. 7012 1010 0002 1965 8137  to 
David O. Belcher, WCU Chancellor 

Copies:   Jason Watkins, Field Operations Branch Head 
  Deb Aja, Western District Supervisor 
         Sarah Rice, Compliance Officer 
  Jackie Drummond, Compliance Hydrogeologist 
  Joe Walker, Director, Facilities Management 
         

The item(s) listed above were observed by Section staff and require action on behalf of the facility in order to come into or maintain compliance with the 
Statutes, Rules, and/or other regulatory requirements applicable to this facility.  Be advised that pursuant to N.C.G.S. 130A-22, an administrative penalty 
of up to $15,000 per day may be assessed for each violation of the Solid Waste Laws, Regulations, Conditions of a Permit, or Order under Article 9 of 
Chapter 130A of the N.C. General Statutes.  Further, the facility and/or all responsible parties may also be subject to enforcement actions including 
penalties, injunction from operation of a solid waste management facility or a solid waste collection service and any such further relief as may be 
necessary to achieve compliance with the North Carolina Solid Waste Management Act and Rules. 
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