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Regarding feedstock, we currently feed each 55-gallon barrel of worms a range of 0-7 pounds of ground-up food scraps 
per barrel, with an average of approximately 2 pounds per barrel per week.  We give each barrel a range of 0-5 pounds 
of composting leaves, with an average of 2 pounds per barrel per week.  The amounts vary so much and can only be 
approximately reported here because we feed each barrel depending on its current worm population, and also it 
depends on how much waste our household is currently producing.  0ur records show in greater detail how much weight 
of feedstock each barrel receives. 
 
As our worm population has been booming over the past several months, the amounts of feedstock going into the 
barrels has been increasing exponentially.  (We've had to supplement our table scraps by adding cheap or close-to-
expiration bargains at the markets, and sometimes spice up our worms' diet with cooked oatmeal or brown rice.)  
However, the amounts described above indicate current levels of intake based on our most recent records. 
 
Another point to note:  since the process of grinding our food scraps is greatly eased by adding lots of water, the food 
we feed them is subsequently very "wet" and this is the reason why the "green" nitrogen-rich food scraps are equal in 
weight to the "brown" carbon-rich leaf mulch, though the leaf mulch is greater in volume, by two, three, or even four-
fold.  Also, it explains why we don't need to add so much water weekly, as described immediately below. 
 
So, regarding watering, each barrel receives approximately 0-2 cups of water per week.  The exact amount is hard to 
quantify exactly, since we spray the water into the top of the barrels, sometimes very lightly and more than once a 
week.  The amount also depends on the feeding schedule, since as described above, the worms' food is very liquid, and 
it depends also on the weather, since we find less watering is necessary in the cold of winter than in the heat of 
summer. 
 
Regarding your questions about containment of leachate, our barrels are very solidly constructed, consisting of durable, 
reinforced plastic ranging in thickness from 1/8" to over 1/2".  They are very solidly set on concrete blocks and on timber 
platforms made of pressure treated lumber, covered with thick 9 mil plastic.  Each 22" wide barrel is set into a 3" deep, 
25" wide basin which contains any loose compost or leachate.  The basins have a spout for easy collection of any 
spillage. The leachate will be collected and stored in 5 gallon buckets with lids which we introduce back into the barrels 
for added moisture as needed. 
 
In the worst case scenario, say tipping over or cracking of a barrel resulting in a release of a large amount of 
vermicompost, recently introduced feedstock, worms, and/or leachate onto the floor, we have a buffer of an inch or 
more of pine sawdust and shavings on the floor, which would soak up any spilled materials, and which would be 
reintroduced back into our composting system. 
 
The wide angle photo that we used in our recent Application doesn't show our current indoor operation accurately.  It 
does not show the basins described above, or the sawdust and shavings on the floor.  Also, since that photo, we have 
installed plastic sheeting between the ceiling joists, which isolate the overhead insulation.  We have improved the 
electrical system, adding several lights and outlets.  And we have added hoses which allow easy access to both hot and 
cold running water. 
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